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Air  Force  Board  Asking 
Discharge  For  Gay  Man 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

TAMPA,  FL  —  A  five-member 
board  of  officers  has  recommend¬ 
ed  for  discharge  an  Air  Force 
sergeant  who  not  only  has  what 
has  been  described  as  an  “ex¬ 
tremely  good”  performance 
record,  but  also  has  been  openly 
gay  in  his  duty  section  for  the  past 
six  years. 

Sgt.  Harold  Bryant  was  found 
in  violation  of  Air  Force  regula¬ 
tion  39-12,  which  calls  for  dis¬ 
charge  of  homosexuals  except  in 
“unusual  circumstances.”  The 
board  recommended  December  3 
to  discharge  Bryant  under  less 
than  honorable  conditions,  the 
“worst”  type  of  discharge  the 
board  has  the  power  to  recom¬ 
mend,  according  to  Bryant’s  law¬ 
yers. 

“We  were  shocked  by  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  discharge,”  said  Alice 
Nelson,  one  of  Bryant’s  lawyers. 
“1  thought  the  worst  that  would 
happen  to  us  was  that  we  would 
get  a  general  discharge. 

“However,  we  were  in  no  way 
surprised  by  the  verdict  to  dis¬ 
charge.  We  couldn’t  have  won  this 


case  at  this  level  of  proceeding,” 
Nelson  told  GCN. 

“I  want  to  stay  in,”  said  Bryant. 
“Gay  people  [should]  have  the 
right  to  serve  as  well  as  anybody 
else,  and  I  intend  to  prove  that.” 

McDill  AFB  commander  Col. 
George  E.  Wehling  is  now  review¬ 
ing  the  case,  reported  McDill 
spokesperson  Sgt.  Alan  Burrell  on 
Dec.  16.  “I  would  be  very  sur¬ 
prised  if  we  don’t  get  his  decision 
this  week.” 

The  Air  Force  began  its  investi¬ 
gation  last  June  following  a  dis¬ 
pute  between  Bryant  and  his 
tenant  on  a  small  piece  of  rental 
property.  According  to  Burrell, 
the  “tenant  told  Sgt.  Bryant  that  if 
Bryant  tried  to  evict  him,  he’d  sim¬ 
ply  go  to  the  Air  Force  Office  of 
Special  Investigation  [OSI]  and 
turn  him  in  as  being  gay. 

“Bryant  gave  the  tenant  their 
phone  number,  told  the  tenant 
how  to  get  in  touch  with  the  OSI, 
and  evicted  the  man,”  Burrell 
reported.  The  tenant  then  went  to 
the  OSI  and  turned  Bryant  in. 

Bryant  confirmed  the  story  to 
GCN,  adding,  “I  came  out  about 


It’s  Now  Law: 
No  Feds’  Funds 
For  Gay  Cases 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
anti-gay  amendment  to  H.R.  7584, 
the  Legal  Services  Corporation  ap¬ 
propriations  bill,  is  now  law. 

President  Jimmy  Carter  last 
week  vetoed  the  bill  because  of  an 
anti-busing  amendment  that  had 
been  added  by  the  U.S.  Senate. 

But  according  to  Marty  Moore, 
legislative  aide  to  Sen.  Lowell 
Weicker  (D-CT),  “the  appropria¬ 
tions  bill  which  President  Carter 
had  vetoed,  containing  the  anti¬ 
busing  language,  was  then  includ¬ 
ed  in  a  continuing  resolution  ver¬ 
batim,  except  for  the  busing 
language.” 

Moore  said  that  the  anti-gay 
amendment  was  thus  included  in 
the  resolution. 

The  amendment,  a  compromise 
amendment  written  by  a  House- 
Senate  conference  committee, 
“prohibits]  legal  assistance  for 
any  litigation  which  seeks  to  ad¬ 
judicate  the  legalization  of 
homosexuality”  (see  GCN  Vol.  8, 
No.  20). 

^  This  language  was  substituted 
by  the  conference  committee  for 


language  proposed  by  Rep.  Larry 
McDonald  (D-GA)  in  an  amend¬ 
ment  which  passed  the  House, 
290-113.  The  original  amendment, 
known  as  the  McDonald  Amend¬ 
ment,  would  have  prohibited  the 
use  of  federal  funds  through  the 
Legal  Services  Corporation  in 
litigation  “promoting,  protecting, 
and  defending  homosexuality” 
(see  GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  5). 

The  Senate  passed  the  ap¬ 
propriations  bill  without  adding  its 
own  version  of  the  amendment  (see 
GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  19),  and  there 
was  speculation  that  the  bill  would 
not  be  passed  by  the  conference 
committee. 

However,  when  the  conference 
committee  met  November  20,  the 
House  conferees  were  adamant 
about  the  inclusion  of  some  sort  of 
amendment  concerning  lesbian 
and  gay  cases  in  the  bill.  Negotia¬ 
tions  between  House  and  Senate 
conferees  resulted  in  the  present 
language. 

The  continuing  resolution  keeps 
Legal  Services  Program  funding  at 
its  current  level. 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  One  gay  man  was 
killed  here  and  his  lover  wounded 
shortly  after  midnight  on  Dec.  1 1 
when  a  masked  assailant  shot  the 
two  men  as  they  sat  in  a  car  outside 
the  restaurant  they  managed. 

Twenty-five-year-old  Mark 
Robinson  was  dead  on  arrival  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hos¬ 
pital  with  five  bullet  wounds  in  the 
head  and  his  lover,  John  Aument, 
32  is  in  fair  condition  after  being 
shot  twice  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
body. 

According  to  Robin  MacCor- 
mack,  the  Boston  mayor’s  liaison 
to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 


who  is  working  with  police  on  the 
case,  no  motive  has  been 
discovered  in  the  shooting  and 
there  are  no  suspects.  Police  have 
ruled  out  robbery  as  a  motive  since 
the  victims  were  found  to  be 
carrying  a  large  sum  of  money  and 
since,  reportedly,  the  assailant  did 
not  ask  for  money  before  opening 
fire. 

Jane  Brodey,  the  men’s  land¬ 
lady,  was  quoted  in  the  Boston 
Globe  as  saying,  “It  was 
absolutely  premeditated.  Whoever 
did  it  wanted  to  kill  them  both.” 

When  contacted  by  GCN  after 
the  Globe  article  appeared  Brodey 
Continued  on  Page  6 


six  years  ago,  and  I’ve  stayed  out.  I 
wasn’t  ashamed  of  it,  and  I’ve 
been  very  open  about  it.” 

At  the  trial  four  of  Bryant’s  co¬ 
workers  and  one  supervisor  testi¬ 
fied  to  Bryant’s  excellent  work 
record  and  confirmed  his  openness 
about  being  gay,  stating  his  homo¬ 
sexuality  had  not  been  a  problem. 

Bryant’s  attorney  Nelson  recalls 
calling  to  the  stand  a  coworker  of 
Bryant,  “a  very  young,  less  sophis¬ 
ticated  sergeant,”  Anita  Carey, 
who  testified  “to  what  a  good  guy 
he  was,  how  well  he  had  worked, 
and  how  his  homosexuality  never 
bothered  them.” 

On  cross-examination  the  pro¬ 
secution  read  aloud  the  sodomy 
section  of  the  Uniform  Code  of 
Military  Justice,  which  Nelson  re¬ 
ports  “describes  in  graphic  detail  a 
variety  of  sexual  acts,  both  homo¬ 
sexual  and  heterosexual,  including 
fellatio.” 

According  to  Nelson,  the  prose¬ 
cution  then  asked  Carey,  “Do  you 
want  a  sergeant  who’s  going  to 
disobey  the  law?” 

Nelson  recalled  that  Carey 
“kind  of  leaned  back,  and 
scratched  her  head.  She’d  been 
told  to  speak  up  several  times,  and 
she  waits  and  waits  and  is  thinking 
about  this. 

“He  repeats  the  question,  and 
finally  she  says,  ‘Well,  everybody 
does  that’.” 

Supporters  have  established  a 
legal  defense  fund  to  help  pay  for 
Bryant’s  legal  expenses,  which  to 
date  amount  to  $8,000,  and  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  grow  £s  the  case  is  ap¬ 
pealed.  Contributions  can  be  sent 
to  the  Bryant  Defense  Fund,  P.O. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


State  High  Court 
Strikes  Down 
NY  Sodomy  Law 


Compiled  by  David  Morris 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  five-to-two 
decision,  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  has  struck  down  the  state’s 
sodomy  law  substantially  because 
it  violates  the  privacy  and  equal 
protection  provisions  of  the 
United  States  Constitution.  It  also 
violates  the  New  York  state  consti¬ 
tution. 

The  ruling  resulted  from  an  ap¬ 
peal  by  Ronald  Onofre  of  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  NY,  who,  in  April, 
1978,  was  found  guilty  of  a  Class  B 
misdemeanor  for  having  sex  in  his 
own  home  with  a  consenting 
partner  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  45, 
and  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  8).  He  was 
sentenced  to  “conditional  dis¬ 
charge.” 

The  case  was  taken  on  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York 
by  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund.  “I  can’t  tell  you 
how  thrilled  we  are,”  Rosalyn 
Richter  of  Lambda  told  GCN. 

Onofre  had  been  arrested  in 


February,  1978  on  three  counts  of 
sexual  activity  involving  force  and 
one  count  of  consensual  sodomy 
with  a  17-year-old  man  Onofre 
had  been  living  with.  Since  the 
legal  age  of  consent  in  New  York  is 
17,  age  was  not  a  factor  in  the  in¬ 
dictment. 

The  17-year-old  man,  who  filed 
the  charges,  later  confessed  that  he 
had  lied  when  he  claimed  Onofre 
had  forced  him  to  have  sex,  and 
the  two  charges  of  non-consensual 
sex  were  dropped. 

Bonnie  Strunk,  Onofre’ s  attor¬ 
ney  in  the  original  trial,  described 
Onondaga  County  at  the  time  as 
“a  very  conservative,  very  religi¬ 
ous  area.’  She  attributed  the 
17-year-old  plaintiff’s  filing  of 
charges  to  community  pressure. 
“The  neighbors  put  pressure  on 
the  plaintiff  by  telling  him  that  he 
wouldn’t  go  to  heaven  or  have  his 
soul  saved  unless  he  ‘confessed’  to 
the  police.” 


May  Prevent  Entrapment 

Mass.  High  Court  Defines 
‘Lewd,  Lascivious’  Acts 


TwoGayMenShot 
Near  Restaurant 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Ruling  on  Dec.  15 
that  the  state  law  against  “being  a 
lewd,  wanton  and  lascivious 
person  in  speech  or  behavior”  is 
unconstitutionally  vague,  the 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  established  a  new  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  law  by  which  it 
applies  only  to  certain  specific 
acts,  thereby  eliminating  the  legal 
basis  on  which  many  gay  men  have 
been  arrested  in  the  past. 

Boston  attorney,  John  Ward  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  one  of  two  legal 
organizations  filing  amicus  curiae 
briefs  in  the  case  in  question,  says 
the  decision  will  have  a  wide 
effect.  “It  should  end  the  practice 
of  entrapment,”  he  told  GCN.  “If 
they  follow  the  law,  it  should  end 
the  practice  of  having  police 
officers  dress  themselves  pro¬ 
vocatively  to  entrap  gay  men.” 

The  ruling  was  made  in  an 
appeal  in  the  case  of  an  East 
Brockton  man  arrested  and  con¬ 
victed  in  1978  for  inviting  a 
plainclothes  police  officer  home  to 
have  oral  sex.  The  Brockton  police 
officer,  Arthur  McClaren,  had  sig¬ 
nalled  to  the  accused  by  flashing 
the  lights  of  his  car,  the  established 
cruising  routine  at  the  route  24  rest 
area  where  the  incident  occurred. 

When  the  accused  approached 
McClaren’s  car,  the  officer 
suggested  the  two  men  have  sex  in 
the  public  rest  area,  but  the 
accused  declined,  saying  he 
preferred  the  privacy  of  his  own 


home.  When  they  could  not  agree 
on  a  place,  the  man  got  back  in  his 
car  and  drove  off.  He  was  arrested 
shortly  afterward  on  charges  of 
“being  a  lewd,  wanton  and 
lascivious  person”  and  was  later 
convicted. 

Gay  men  are  frequently  arrested 
for  soliciting  sex  with  undercover 
police  without  ever  actually  having 
sex. 

The  appeal  claimed  that  the 
conversation  on  which  the 
conviction  was  based  was 
protected  speech  under  the  First 
Amendment  to  the  United  States 
Constitution  and  that  the 
'Massachusetts  law  in  question,  as 
then  construed,  was  uncon¬ 
stitutionally  vague. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court,  “In 
ordinary  usage,  terms  such  as 
‘lewd’  and  ‘wanton’  do  not  imply 
a  definite  and  specific  referent,  but 
apply  broadly  to  conduct  which 
the  speaker  considers  beyond  the 
bounds  of  propriety.  ...  As 
written  and  construed,  the 
provision  fails  to  provide  fair 
warning  of  what  conduct  is 
forbidden  and  hence  is  uncon¬ 
stitutionally  vague,  rendering  the 
defendant’s  conviction  invalid.” 

The  court  opinion  further  reads, 
“In  addition  to  its  failure  to  give 
fair  warning,  a  vague  statute 
offends  by  its  lack  of  reasonably 
clear  guidelines  for  law  enforce¬ 
ment  and  its  consequent 
encouragement  of  arbitrary  and 
erratic  arrests  and  prosecutions.” 

Ward  has  charged  that  police 


routinely  enforce  the  law 
selectively  against  gay  men  having 
sex  in  public  places  while  ignoring 
straight  couples  violating  the  same 
laws. 

“I  think  that  [the  ruling]  is  the 
court’s  attempt  to  end  a  wasteful 
and  oppressive  practice,”  Ward 
commented.  “Now  if  the  police 
don’t  pick  up  on  this  strong  hint, 
then  they’ll  obviously  be  sued  over 
and  over  again  for  their 
misconduct.” 

Under  the  new  interpretation 
established'  by  the  ruling,  the 
statute  prohibits  sexual  touching 
in  a  public  place  when  it  could  be 
witnessed  by  persons  who  might  be 
offended.  It  also  prohibits  the 
solicitation  of  public  sexual 
contact.  It  does  not  outlaw 
solicitation  in  public  for  sex  to  be 
performed  in  private. 

Since  the  new  construction  of 
the  law  requires  the  possibility  that 
sex  acts  might  be  witnessed  by 
others.  Ward  believes  the  court 
ruling  will  affect  another  large 
number  of  cases  not  involving 
entrapment.  “They  also  seem  to 
indicate  in  that  opinion,”  he  said, 
“that  the  practice  of  charging  gay 
men  with  open  and  gross  lewdness 
for  sex  in  darkened  areas  should 
also  end.” 

John  Reinstein  of  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts, 
the  organization  representing  the 
accused  man,  commented,  “If  you 
look  at  [the  case  in  question],  it’s 
an  outrage.  It’s  a  case  that  had 
Continued  on  Page  6 


News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“It’s  laughable  [that  people  think  I’m  gay],  isn’t 
it?  I  mean,  I  just  can’t  believe  the  level  of  stupidity  of 
reporters  in  this  town.  Until  people  brought  the  sub¬ 
ject  up  —  and  believe  me,  at  least  they  have  the 
sense  to  seem  embarrassed  about  it  when  they  do  — 
I  never  even  thought  about  it. The  idea  that  anyone 
would  think  dancing  is  effeminate.  I’ll  tell  you  this: 
It’s  a  lot  more  athletic  than  playing  baseball.” 

—  Ron  Reagan,  the  President-elect’s  ballet- 
dancer  son  who  recently  married  Doria  Palmeri,  in  an 
interview  with  New  York  magazine,  December  22, 
1980. 


hymn  for  the  majority 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Phoenix  has  published 
an  original  Christmas  carol  in  honor  of  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority,  which  it  calls  “a  hymn  for  our  times  —  a  song 
of  major  morality,  common  decency,  and  basic 
values,  a  song  for  all  those  folks  who  know  that  the 
Second  Coming  is  scheduled  for  prime  time.” 

The  song’s  lyrics: 

I:  Ring  the  bells  of  Christmas,  O  joyous  holy  season. 

Take  us  back  the  isthmus,  repeat  us  not  such  treason. 

Thy  universal  plan,  received  with  no  distortion. 

How  wondrous  be  this  sacred  land,  no  faggots  nor  abortions. 

CHORUS:  Lord,  hear  our  song,  this  land  to  give  religion. 

We  pray  along  with  thy  prophet,  televison. 

II:  Jesus  born  of  Israelite,  we  heed  thy  broadcast  warning. 

To  us  it  cometh  ev’ry  night  and  four  times  ev’ry  morning. 

Through  us  His  word  survives,  we  know  the  wrath  His  soul 
begets. 

We'll  tune  to  channel  25  —  and  nuke  the  godless  Soviets. 

(Repeat  chorus) 

III:  Tell  us  via  satellite  the  rapture  of  thy  judgment  day. 

Thou  shalt  every  heathen  smite,  while  we  defeat  the  ERA. 

We  shall  not  go  to  hell;  our  faith  is  indestructible. 

We  pledge  our  lives  to  PTL,  we  know  it’s  tax-deductible. 

(Repeat  chorus) 


just  in  time  for  santa 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Sav-On  Drug  Stores  has 
agreed  to  stop  designating  certain  games  and  play 
material  as  either  “boys’  toys”  or  “girls’  toys”  as  a 
result  of  legal  actioif  by  feminist  attorney  Gloria 
Allred. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times,  by  way  of  San  Diego  Up¬ 
date,  reports  that  gender-related  signs  in  the  toy  sec¬ 
tion  of  133  Sav-On  stores  will  be  removed  over  the 
next  six  months.  The  signs,  which  designated  ath¬ 
letic  equipment  and  doctor’s  kits  as  “boy’s  toys”  and 
dolls,  stoves,  and  nurses’  kits  as  “girls’  toys,”  have 
already  been  replaced  in  a  Burbank  store. 

Allred,  who  called  the  settlement  “an  important 
victory  for  children,”  represented  the  Women’s  Equal 
Rights  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  which  she 
heads,  and  three  women  involved  in  that  group  and 
their  seven  children.  She  argued  that  the  signs  con¬ 
stituted  sex  stereotyping  and  were  discriminatory. 

A  preliminary  injunction  was  denied  by  Superior 
Court  Judge  Thomas  T.  Johnson  last  February.  He 
ruled  that  the  signs  were  not  discriminatory  because 
they  did  not  say  “only  boys’  toys”  or  “toys  only  for 
girls.” 

Sav-On  had  no  comment  on  the  settlement, 
which  was  sent  to  Superior  Court  Judge  David  A. 
Thomas  for  his  signature. 


not  normal  behavior 

HOUSTON  —  A  New  York  psychiatrist  claimed 
here  recently  that  homosexuality  is  “not  normal 
behavior,”  reports  the  Houston  Post. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Socarides,  professor  of  psych¬ 
iatry  at  Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medicine,  spoke  to 
a  Baylor  College  of  Medicine  conference  on  psycho- 
sexual  disorders  held  at  the  Marriott  Hotel  here. 

“I’ve  been  accused  of  being  undemocratic  and 
been  threatened,”  he  said,  “but  someone  has  to 
speak  out. .  .to  correct  the  misconceptions.” 

Socarides  is  the  author  of  Homosexuality, 
reportedly  the  first  single-author  medical  text 
devoted  to  causes,  treatments,  and  other  aspects  of 
homosexuality. 

“It’s  tragic  that  for  social  and  political  reasons 
such  an  organization  as  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  rushed  to  adopt  a  policy  which,  in  effect, 
pronounces  homosexuality  as  normal.  We  now  have 
thoroughly  confused  young  people  and  may  be  en¬ 
couraging  them  to  experiment  with  homosexual  prac¬ 
tices  because  they  think  it’s  normal,”  Socarides  said. 

“We  can  see  —  if  we  would  only  look  —  by  ages 
3,  4,  and  5,  the  potential  for  homosexual  tendencies.” 
He  said  that  too  often  gender  roles  are  blurred  and  lit¬ 
tle  boys  are  encouraged  or  ignored  when  they  play 
with  dolls,  shun  sports,  and  demonstrate  “feminine” 
traits.  Socarides  believes  that  the  combination  of  a 
domineering  mother  and  a  weak  father  predisposes 
both  boys  and  girls  to  homosexuality. 

Socarides  criticized  the  way  society  has  gone 
“way  overboard”  to  guarantee  rights  to  homosexuals. 
“The  only  way  to  prevent  the  problem  from  getting 
worse  is  to  treat  homosexuality  as  the  same  type  of 
psychiatric  problem  as  obsessive  neurotic  behavior 
or  anxiety.” 


the  penultimate  stodgy  position 

CAMBRIDGE,  MASS  —  A  gay  activist  has  been 
elected  to  the  prestigious  position  of  marshall  of  his 
class  at  Harvard  College. 

Ben  Schatz,  president  of  the  Harvard-Radcliffe 
Gay  Students  Association  (HRGSA)  told  GCN  his 
election  to  “the  penultimate  stodge  position”  came 
as  a  surprise  and  that  his  candidacy  had  been 
intended  “to  show  that  not  everyone  here  views  this 
as  an  idyllic  place.” 

Elected  by  the  class  of  1981,  Schatz  and  the 
other  three  marshalls  will  be  responsible  for  planning 
commencement  exercises  next  spring  and  for 
choosing  commencement  speakers.  They  will  be  life¬ 
long  representatives  of  their  class  and  will  represent 
it  at  alumni  functions. 

Schatz  told  GCN  that  candidacy  for  the  position 
involves  submitting  a  resume  of  activities  at  Harvard 
and  that  he  listed  his  HRGSA  activities  first.  He  said 
his  election  offers  leverage  for  HRGSA. 

In  the  meantime,  plans  are  underway  to  form  a 
gay  Harvard  alumni  association,  which  should  be 
holding  its  first  meeting  in  January.  For  further 
information  write  Eric  Rofes,  c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


international  lesbian  conference 

AMSTERDAM  —  The  International  Lesbian  Infor¬ 
mation  Secretariat  (ILIS)  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  (IGA)  is  planning  an  International  Lesbian 
Conference  here  December  27  through  January  1. 

Women  from  at  least  10  different  countries  are 
expected  to  attend  the  conference,  which  will  be  held 
at  a  youth  hostel  here.  They  will  be  discussing  what 
women  want  in  the  IGA;  important  topics  for  lesbians; 
actions  which  are  important  for  women;  and  how  and 
which  topics  they  want  to  work  on  with  the  men  of  the 
IGA. 

Some  planned  workshop  topics  include  the  situa¬ 
tions  of  the  lesbian  movements  of  various  countries; 
ways  of  living  lesbianism;  lesbians  and  the  law;  child 
custody;  lesbians  and  religion;  political  action;  female 
sexuality;  lesbians  and  work;  lesbians  and  education; 
and  pedophilia. 

The  main  language  at  the  conference  will  be 
English;  however,  there  will  be  women  available  to 
translate  into  French,  Italian,  German,  and  Spanish. 
Childcare  and  cooking  of  the  evening  meals  will  be 
handled  by  men  from  the  COC,  the  Netherlands’ 
primary  lesbian  and  gay  organization. 

Total  costs  for  food  and  accommodations  will  be 
160  Dutch  guilders,  payable  in  cash  at  the  beginning  of 
the  conference.  “A  request  for  subsidy  from  the  Dutch 
government  has  been  made,”  the  IGA  newsletter  adds. 
“This  might  result  in  an  important  reduction  in  costs. 
We  won’t  know  this  until  shortly  before  the  con¬ 
ference  —  so  don’t  count  on  it.” 

For  more  information,  contact  ILIS  c/o  NVIH- 
COC,  Frederiksplein  14,  1017  XM  Amsterdam,  The 
Netherlands;  phone  (20)  234596/231192. 


male  rape  trials 

FRANKFORT,  KY  —  The  Kentucky  Court  of 
Appeals  has  ruled  that  a  judge  may  exclude  evidence 
in  a  rape  trial  that  the  victim  is  a  homosexual  and  had 
been  sexually  assaulted  before. 

The  panel  upheld  the  rape  conviction  and  10-year 
prison  sentence  of  a  man  who  argued  he  had  been 
denied  a  fair  trial  because  testimony  about  the  victim 
was  disallowed. 

“Reputation  evidence  or  evidence  of  specific  in¬ 
stances  of  the  complaining  witness’  prior  sexual 
conduct  or  habits  is  clearly  inadmissable,”  the  court 
ruled  in  the  case  of  James  Stewart,  Jefferson  County. 


they’re  for  it 

BOSTON  —  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Teachers  Association  (MTA)  voted  at  a 
Dec.  6  meeting  to  endorse  a  bill  to  ban  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  1981  Massachu¬ 
setts  legislative  session. 

On  the  initiative  of  the  MTA  Gay  Rights  Caucus, 
the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill,  which  would  prohibit 
discrimination  in  employment,  housing,  insurance 
and  credit,  was  included  among  15  bills  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Board  by  the  MTA  Legislation 
Committee. 

As  a  result  of  the  vote,  the  MTA  will  request  that 
a  friendly  legislator  file  the  bill,  and  MTA  will  be  listed 
as  a  sponsor.  Members  of  the  MTA  Gay  Rights 
Caucus  will  lobby  for  the  bill. 

A  statement  issued  by  the  Caucus  on  Dec.  9  reads, 
“In  our  opinion  efforts  should  be  focused  on  House 
and  Senate  leadership,  state  representatives  with  no 
record  or  those  who  might  switch  to  favorable  posi¬ 
tions,  and  the  governor.  We  also  hope  that  some 
members  of  the  Legislation  Committee  and  other 
members  of  the  MTA  including  MTA  leadership  will 
actively  lobby  for  the  bill,  now  that  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors  as  part  of  the  MTA 
Legislative  Program.” 


they’re  waking  up 

NEW  YORK  —  Widespread  conservative  vic¬ 
tories  in  last  month’s  election  appear  to  have  stimula¬ 
ted  renewed  liberal  activism. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  several  major 
national  organizations  have  experienced  sharp 
increases  in  membership  and  donations  since  Nov.  4. 
The  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  gained 
12,000  new  members  in  November,  an  increase  NOW 
Chairperson  Eleanor  Smeal  called  “astounding.” 

The  National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  has  gained  17,200  members  in  the 
past  six  weeks,  described  as  the  greatest  increase 
since  the  early  sixties. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
reports  that  it  has  been  receiving  about  500  letters  a 
day  containing  contributions,  a  development  de¬ 
scribed  by  one  ACLU  official  as  “fantastic.” 


feeling  sorry  for  them 

ABERDEEN,  SCOTLAND  —  A  lesbian  mother 
here  has  won  her  court  battle  to  have  custody  of  her 
only  child,  despite  the  demands  of  the  child’s  father 
that  the  14-year-old  boy  should  be  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  local  authority. 

The  London  Gay  News  reports  that  although  the 
father  left  the  family  home  in  mid-September  and  has 
no  room  and  no  wish  to  keep  the  boy,  he  (the  father) 
wanted  custody  removed  from  the  mother  because 
she  is  a  lesbian. 

The  boy  has  declared  that  if  he  was  told  to  live 
with  his  father,  or  in  the  care  of  the  local  authority,  he 
would  run  away;  a  social  worker  testified  that  the  boy 
should  stay  with  his  mother  and  that  her  sexuality 
was  irrelevant. 

But  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Muir  Russell,  while  award¬ 
ing  the  mother  custody  for  three  weeks,  said  in  his 
decision,  “I  do  hope  his  mother  has  every  intention  of 
helping  him  to  be  brought  up  in  a  heterosexual  way. 

“I  am  not  criticizing  those  who  have  found  sex¬ 
ual  satisfaction  in  other  ways.  In  fact  one  might  feel 
sorry  for  them.” 

Russell  also  stated  that  the  mother  should  try  to 
ensure  that  her  son  did  not  follow  her  example. 

The  mother,  who  did  not  want  her  name  re¬ 
vealed,  told  Gay  News  that  Muir’s  remarks  “really  an¬ 
noyed”  her.  “You  can’t  say  how  someone’s  sexuality 
will  be,”  she  said,  “but  I  hope  he  will  be  heterosexual, 
because  then  he  will  avoid  the  pressures  gay  people 
are  under.” 


s  &  m  in  germany 

COLOGNE,  WEST  GERMANY  —  The  Schwule 
Aktion  Koln  has  proposed  a  workshop  on  S  &  M  for 
the  forthcoming  International  Gay  Association  con¬ 
ference  in  Italy.  As  a  preparation  for  the  conference 
workshop,  several  leather  groups  from  this  country 
will  hold  a  seminar  on  S  &  M/the  leather  scene  from 
Friday,  January  16,  through  Sunday,  January  18, 1981. 

During  the  seminar,  the  groups  will  discuss  how 
and  why  leather  groups  have  to  develop  a  political 
consciousness  about  their  particular  situation,  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  aims  of  sexual  liberation,  according  to  the 
IGA  newsletter. 

“It  should  be  noted,”  says  the  newsletter,  “that 
the  leather  scene  in  West  Germany  is  one  of  the  best- 
organized  facets  of  gay  life,  however  its  members 
stand  with  relation  to  gay  liberation.  Some  6,000  men 
and  women  are  members  of  the  various  Motor  Sports 
Clubs,  which  in  turn  are  members  of  the  European 
Motor  Cycle  Association,  which  has  chapters  in  most 
countries  in  Europe  and  affiliations  with  North 
American  groups.  The  headquarters  of  the  EMC  is 
Amsterdam.  Leather  meetings  are  frequent  through¬ 
out  the  world.” 

“People  anywhere  in  the  world  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  above  meeting  are  very  welcome,”  the 
newsletter  adds. 

For  more  information,  contact  Horst  Weinhofer, 
Kyffhauserstrasse  23,  5  Koln  1,  West  Germany; 
phone  0221-214942. 


they  do  that  in  public? 

BOSTON  —  An  attorney  here  is  looking  for 
people  who  have  witnessed  straight  sexual  activity 
on  a  popular  Boston  beach  and  are  willing  to  testify 
in  court. 

John  Ward  told  GCN  that  he  is  currently 
defending  a  man  charged  with  having  sex  with 
another  man  on  Revere  Beach.  Ward  charges  police 
in  general  with  selective  enforcement  of  laws  against 
sex  in  public  places  and  says  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  police  in  particular,  in  whose 
jurisdiction  Revere  Beach  lies,  routinely  ignore  the 
many  heterosexual  couples  having  sex  there  at  night, 
but  arrest  gay  men  for  the  same  “offenses.” 

Ward  says  it  is  very  important  for  persons  who 
have  witnessed  straight  sex  at  Revere  Beach  and  are 
willing  to  testify  in  court  to  that  effect  to  contact 
him  at  (617)  426-2020  as  soon  as  possible. 
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NCTE  Votes  To 
Support  Holiday 

Inns  Boycott 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  The  National 
Council  of  Teachers  of  English 
took  action  at  its  annual  conven¬ 
tion  here  to  boycott  Holiday  Inns 
International  until  the  chain  issues 
“an  express  guarantee  of  non-dis¬ 
crimination  against  lesbians  and 
gay  males  as  consistent  policy.” 

At  the  urging  of  its  newly-recon¬ 
stituted  Committee  of  the 
Concerns  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  in 
the  Teaching  of  English,  NCTE 
urged  its  affiliates  to  join  the  boy¬ 
cott.  It  also  encouraged  passage  of 
laws  banning  discrimination 
against  homosexuals. 

The  resolutions  were  introduced 
to  the  NCTE’s  business  meeting  by 
Richard  Follett,  co-chair  of  the 
committee  with  lesbian  linguist 
Susan  J.  Wolfe. 

Both  motions  took  note  of  the 
machine-gun  murders  the  weekend 
of  the  convention  in  Greenwich 
Village.  “Sadly,”  one  noted, 
“homophobia  is  alive,  well,  and 
increasing.” 

The  resolution  on  convention 
accommodations  passed  without 
debate  after  Follett  reported  that 


Holiday  Inns  forced  its  Ft.  Myers, 
Fla.  innkeeper  to  stop  renting 
facilities  to  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  Also  that  sum¬ 
mer,  the  chain  attempted  a  last 
minute  cancellation  of  accommo¬ 
dations  for  the  Fifth  Annual 
Southeastern  Conference  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Only  a  threatened  lawsuit 
convinced  Holiday  Inn  to  relent, 
but  harassment  continued  (see 
GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  13). 

The  anti-discrimination  resolu¬ 
tion  commended  NCTE’s  expres¬ 
sion  of  concern  since  1975  over 
homosexual  issues  and  said  the 
committee  has  found  that  bias  still 
occurs. 

It  applauded  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  the  National  and 
Ohio  Education  associations,  for 
having  passed  similar  sense-of-the- 
house  stands.  It  passed  with  no 
dissenting  votes. 

Follett  and  Wolfe  chair  the 
three-year-old  committee,  origi¬ 
nally  headed  by  Louie  Crew,  now 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
and  Julia  Penelope  Stanley,  of  the 
University  of  Nebraska. 


Wolfe  Sees  Positive 
Committee  Future 


A  1978  sampling  of  NCTE 
membership  discovered  that 
homophobia  still  exists  in  the 
Council.  Forty-seven  percent  (327) 
of  the  teachers  polled  responded, 
with  56%  acknowledging  that 
homosexuals  who  came  out  would 
likely  experience  overt  job  dis¬ 
crimination.  “Twenty-three  per¬ 
cent  felt  we  should  not  be  hired  to 
teach  in  elementary  schools,” 
Wolfe  told  GCN. 

Results  will  be  submitted  to 
NCTE  for  distribution  or  publica¬ 
tion.  The  Committee  also  pledged 
to  prepare  guidelines  for  a  non- 
discriminatory  presentation  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  biographical 
literature  and  elsewhere. 


Board  Bans  Abortions  At 
Chicago  Public  Hospital 


Compiled  by  Linden  B.  Grazier 

CHICAGO  —  The  Cook 
County  Board  of  Commissioners 
has  voted  unanimously  to  support 
an  earlier  decision  made  by 
George  Dunne,  Board  President, 
to  ban  abortions  at  Cook  County 
Hospital  (CCH). 

At  a  public  hearing  held  No¬ 
vember  24,  Dunne  stated  that 
among  his  reasons  for  discon¬ 
tinuation  of  abortion  services  were 
a  severe  shortage  in  nursing  staff, 
particularly  in  the  emergency  and 
intensive  care  unit  (ICU)  wards, 
and  the  lack  of  federal  funds  or 
state  funds  for  abortion  services 
due  to  the  Illinois  legislature’s 
stringent  adaption  of  the  Hyde 
Amendment,  according  to  GCN 
sources. 

The  abortion  clinic,  which 
served  low-income  women,  has 
been  closed  and  its  nursing  staff 
reassigned;  however,  according  to 
a  CCH  staff  member,  none  of  the 
eight  nurses  previously  assigned  to 
the  clinic  have  been  reassigned  to 
the  areas  specifically  cited  by 
Dunne  in  his  claim  of  personnel 
shortage. 

According  to  a  bill  similar  to  the 
federal  Hyde  Amendment  that 
was  adopted  by  the  Illinois  state 
legislature,  no  state  funding  may 
be  used  for  any  abortion  pro¬ 
cedure,  including  abortions  for 
victims  of  rape  or  incest,  or  medi¬ 
cally  necessary  abortions. 

According  to  the  CCH  staff 
member,  however,  neither  federal 
nor  state  agencies  had  been  billed 
for  the  abortion  services  provided 
by  Cook  County  Hospital.  The 
staffer  said  that  the  funding  for 
services  had  come  from  the  local 
level  of  government. 

GCN  was  unable  to  reach  any 
hospital  adminstrator  for  com¬ 
ment. 

According  to  Jane  Wilson  of 
Planned  Parenthood’s  Chicago 
Chapter,  the  abortion  funds  were 
used  to  provide  services  for  low- 
income  women,  a  large  percentage 
of  which  were  medically  necessary. 

In  a  press  conference  on  the 
evening  of  October  9,  Dunne 
issued  a  “decree”  banning  abor¬ 
tion  services  at  Cook  County  Hos¬ 
pital,  effective  October  10,  ap¬ 


parently  without  formally  consult¬ 
ing  either  the  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  (which  serves  as  the 
hospital  Board  of  Trustees),  the 
hospital  staff,  or  local  health 
organizations,  according  to  the 
staffer. 

The  staff  member  said  that  the 
hospital  became  aware  of  the 
situation  the  following  morning 
when  a  local  newspaper  carried  a 
headline  about  the  ban.  Official 
notification  of  the  decree  was  not 
given  to  the  hospital  until  10:00 
that  morning. 

Two  hundred  people  attended  a 
Board  of  Commissioners  meeting 
October  20,  when  the  board 
agreed  to  hold  a  public  hearing 
about  the  ban.  The  hearing -was 
slated  as  the  first  item  on  the 
agenda  at  a  previously-scheduled 
board  meeting  on  November  24. 

At  the  Nov.  24  meeting,  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League, 
Mexican  American  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  Health 
Emergency  Referral  Service 
(HERS),  and  Women  Organized 
for  Reproductive  Choice  were 
among  the  approximately  60 
speakers  presenting  evidence  to 
the  Board. 

According  to  Wilson,  better 
than  half  the  speakers  giving  testi¬ 
mony  spoke  in  favor  of  the  contin¬ 
uation  of  abortion  services  at 
Cook  County  Hospital. 

According  to  Workers  World, 
representatives  of  the  anti-abor¬ 
tion  organizations  Moral  Majority 
and  Right-to-Life  also  testified  at 
the  hearing. 

On  December  2,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  support  the  abortion 
ban.  The  Commission  did  consent 
to  consider  a  possible  exemption  in 
the  ban  to  be  made  for  victims  of 
incest  and  rape,  and  is  currently  re¬ 
questing  information  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  from  the  Illinois  attorney 
general’s  office. 

In  the  meanwhile,  according  to 
the  staffer,  though  one  woman 
who  faced  a  life-threatening  risk 
did  receive  an  abortion  at  CCH 
after  the  ban.  Another  four 
women  have  been  admitted  to  the 
hospital  for  complications  re¬ 


sulting  from  self-induced  or  home 
abortion  attempts. 

According  to  the  staffer,  the 
board’s  vote  to  support  Dunne  is 
“clearly  .  .  .  the  political  machine 
in  motion.”  The  staffer  said  that 
Democratic  board  members  are 
supporting  Dunne  because  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  that  Republican 
board  members  are  taking  an  anti¬ 
abortion  position  in  support  of 
Sen.  Henry  Hyde  (R-IL),  the 
author  of  the  federal  Hyde 
Amendment  banning  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortions. 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Lesbian  lin¬ 
guist  Susan  J.  Wolfe  came  to  town 
for  the  National  Council  of 
Teachers  of  English  (NCTE)  con¬ 
vention  pleased  at  the  success  of 
her  The  Coming  Out  Stories,  dis¬ 
appointed  with  the  range  of  con¬ 
tributors  to  it  and  and  her  work  in 
progress,  and  enthused  about  the 
future  for  the  NCTE’s  lesbian/gay 
committee. 

She  appeared  at  Crazy  Ladies’ 
Bookstore  in  Northside  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  anthology  of  lesbian 
revelations  edited  with  Julia  Pene¬ 
lope  Stanley  (see  GCN,  April  26, 
1980)  and  answered  questions  on 
WAIF-FM’s  “Gaydreams.” 

Wolfe  said  the  NCTE  commit¬ 
tee  wants  to  write  guidelines  for 
getting  “truth”  about  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  some  of  the  publications 
to  which  rtudents  and  her  col¬ 
leagues  have  access  in  school.  “I 
would  like  to  know  when  I  pick  up 
a  biography  that  Gertrude  Stein 
and  Alice  B.  Toklas  lived  together 
and  that  Alice  B.  was  not  Gertrude 
Stein’s  ‘nurse  and  devoted  com¬ 
panion’  for  40  years,”  she  said. 

“If  it  just  simply  said  they  lived 
together,  rather  than  th^y  were 
lovers,  that  would  do.  I’d  be 
willing  to  read  between  the  lines, 
but  I  don’t  find  that  kind  of  hon¬ 
esty  in  most  biographies  and  other 
publications.  I’d  even  like  to  see 
some  pictures  of  same-sex  couples 
in  readers,”  she  smiled. 

Wolfe  and  Stanley  have  col¬ 
laborated  on  the  radicalization  of 
linguistics  since  1976.  Their  work 
on  rhetorical  uses  of  sentences 
structure,  sexism  in  English,  fem¬ 
inist  literary  criticism  and  lesbian 
humor  has  been  widely  published. 
Wolfe  is  an  associate  professor  of 
English  at  University  of  South 
Dakota.  Her  doctorate  in  English 
is  from  the  State  University  of 
New  York. 

The  NCTE  lesbian/gay  group 
gained  committee  status  three 
years  ago  with  the  right  to  publish 
monographs  on  lesbian  and  gay 
teachers  with  the  council’s 
imprimatur. 


Its  random  sampling  of  two  per¬ 
cent  of  the  NCTE  membership  dis¬ 
covered,  “as  you  would  expect,” 
she  said,  “there  is  still  some  homo¬ 
phobia  in  the  profession,”  (al¬ 
though  the  respondents  claimed  it 
was  among  their  colleagues).  The 
majority  of  respondents  said  gay 
and  lesbian  issues  had  no  place  in 
the  classroom. 

The  committee  set  about  sub¬ 
dividing  tasks  during  the  conven¬ 
tion  here.  It  wants  to  make  avail¬ 
able  a  list  of  reading  materials  to 
familiarize  the  membership  with 
the  issues  and  revise  the  poll  so 
that  NCTE  members  “will  become 
aware  that  teachers  and  students 
are  still  suffering  discrimination 
because  of  the  sexuality,”  Wolfe 
said. 

The  group  also  wants  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  team-edited  male-female 
issue  of  NCTE’s  Journal  College 
English .  The  1 974  edition  sold  out . 
“We  had  more  requests  for  that 
back  issue  than  any  other,”  she 
beamed.  “We’d  like  to  do  a  new 
one.” 

Wolfe  acknowledged  that  she 
and  Stanley  were  sorry  that  The 
Coming  Out  Stories  didn’t  receive 
submissions  from  a  wider  class  and 
geographic  range.  A  similar  prob¬ 
lem  has  arisen  during  research 
underway  for  Why  Women  Marry 
Men. 

“We’ve  had  some  difficulty 
with  this,”  she  said.  “People  are 
always  asking  why  we  are  homo¬ 
sexual,  yet  no  one  ever  looks  into 
the  origins  of  heterosexuality,  so 
we  decided  to  ask  women  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  an  anthology  on  why 
they  marry  men. 

“Although  we  didn’t  identify  it 
as  a  lesbian  publication,  nearly  all 
the  coherent  stories  we’ve  gotten 
are  from  lesbians  who  want  to 
analyze  the  reasons  they  married 
men  even  though  they  suspected 
they  were  lesbians,”  Wolfe  noted. 

“Apparently,  the  straight 
women  are  reluctant  to  discuss 
their  reasons,  or  they  didn’t  have 
any!” 

She  said  it’s  “unclear  whether 
Continued  on  page  7 


Cincy  Activists  Protest 
Store’s  Violent  Sex  Wares 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  An  ad  hoc 
group  of  men  and  women  picketed 
•  Dr.  Feel  Good’s  boutique  during 
its  grand  opening  here  because  it 
found  the  store’s  self-proclaimed 
“bizarre  and  unusual  specialties” 
promoting  violence  against 
women. 

“Violence  against  women 
doesn’t  feel  good,”  said  Sue  Hull 
of  the  Lesbian  Activist  Bureau 
after  meeting  with  the  owners. 

The  evening  after  a  few  activists 
notice  a  display  featuring  naked 
mannequins,  representatives  of 
the  ad  hoc  group  met  with  store 
owners  and  demanded  the  bond¬ 
age  gear  —  a  harness,  studded 
collar,  leashes,  handcu'ft.s,  small 
guns,  bandages,  and  allegedly  a 
bloody  breast  supposedly  cut  off 
the  female  mannequin. 

The  owners  removed  some  of 
the  items  from  the  store  window, 
but  members  of  the  group  con- 
■  tinued  protesting  because,  they 
said,  they  believe  violence  is  direct¬ 
ly  related  to  distribution  of 
materials  encouraging  harm,  such 
as  those  displayed  by  the  store. 

Between  60  and  80  people  pic¬ 
keted  the  store  and  its  neighboring 
super-head  shop, The  Cupboard, 
both  owned  by  Nancy  and  Phil 
Loshin. 

The  protesters  chanted, 
“2-4-6-8,  we  won’t  take  woman 
hate”  and  “9-10-11-12,  get  that 


junk  off  your  shelves.”  They  com¬ 
plained  against  some  of  the  store’s 
T-shirts  that  said:  “Liquor  up 
front,  poker  in  the  rear,”  “When 
in  doubt,  whip  it  out,”  “Give  me 
head  till  I’m  dead,”  and  “Super 
fucker.” 

The  ad  hoc  group  linked  up  with 
the  six-month  old  Cincinnati 
Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women  (CWAVAW)  and  contin¬ 
ued  its  picket  nightly  during  the 
holiday  shopping  season. 

The  Loshins  declined  to  talk  to 
GCN,  but  told  a  Cincinnati  En¬ 
quirer  reporter  that  the  merchan¬ 
dise  merely  satisfies  people’s  “de¬ 
sires  and  fantasies.”  A  man  who 
described  himself  as  the  Loshins’ 
contact  with  the  gay  community 
told  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay 
Coalition  (GCGC)  that  the  shop 
was  designed  for  gay  people.  The 
owners  have  told  protesting 
women  that  their  merchandise  is 
“what  gay  men  want.” 

Men  from  the  anti-sexist,  mixed 
Cincinnati  Men’s  Network  and 
some  individual  men  joined  the 
pickets,  but  women  leaders  said 
they  were  disappointed  at  what 
one  called  “apathy”  among  local 
gay  men. 

GCGC  was  not  able  to  reach 
consensus  on  an  attempt  to  sup¬ 
port  CWAWAW’s  efforts;  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  two  member 
groups  urged  support  for  gay- 
oriented  shops  and  acknowledged 


that  some  people  do  get  pleasure 
from  pain. 

“Things  like  rape  increase  when 
pornographic  materials  and  dis¬ 
plays  such  as  this  are  used  to  sell 
products,”  protester  Leslie  Clay¬ 
ton  told  GCN. 

The  protesters  distributed  a  leaf¬ 
let  saying,  “In  the  midst  of  the 
skyrocketing  rape  rate  with  the 
Clifton  community  [here]  and 
especially  in  the  holiday  season 
when  battering  is  at  its  highest, 
[the  Loshins]  have  irresponsibly 
opened  their  store.” 

■  The  shops  are  located  adjacent 
to  the  University  of  Cincinnati, 
where  incidents  of  attacks,  rape 
and  a  kidnapping  have  occurred 
recently. 

The  store  sells  “chest  covers,” 
T-shirts  imprinted  with  wild  slo¬ 
gans, and  other  “sexy”  or  drug-re¬ 
lated  items. 

“I’m  ordinarily  supportive  of 
free  speech,”  said  Quaker  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  Ron  Rucker,  “but  this  dis¬ 
play  is  obnoxious.” 

The  protesters  caucused  nearby 
the  first  night  to  discuss  demands, 
realizing  that  their  demands  could 
*  be  interpreted  as  violating  the 
Loshins’  First  Amendment  rights 
of  freedom  of  speech.  (One  heck¬ 
ler  mistook  the  protesters  for 
Moral  Majority  members.) 

Phil  Loshin  has  been  cited  to 
court  by  Hamilton  County  Prose- 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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Community  Voices _ 

strokes  mcc  supports  baccar  eternal  vigilance 


Dear  Editor, 

1  have  written  to  you  in  the  past  about  news, 
politics  and  how  important  GCN  is  to  me 
generally.  Now  it’s  time  for  me  to  give  you  some 
strokes  on  the  cultural  and  artistic  content  of  my 
favorite  gay  paper. 

I  know  you  are  pushed  and  pulled  in  different 
directions  by  a  diverse  readership.  Some  folxs 
would  like  to  see  only  hard  news,  some  would  like 
more  culture  and  less  politics,  and  some  complain 
of  not  enough  emphasis  on  lesbian  and  women’s 
issues  while  some  think  there  is  too  much. 

Of  course,  1  am  particularly  interested  in  the 
news  and  articles  relating  to  lesbians,  but  this 
letter  is  to  compliment  you  on  having  achieved  a 
good  mix.  I  have  really  enjoyed  seeing  the  amount 
of  quality  of  fiction,  poetry  and  art,  including 
cartoons,  good  photography,  top  notch  illustra¬ 
tion  and  professional  layouts. 

I  am  particularly  enjoying  Voices  in  the  Night, 
the  serial  by  Andrea  Loewenstein.  1  loved  Ran¬ 
dom  Lust  and  am  glad  to  have  more  of  Loewen¬ 
stein ’s  lively,  bittersweet  and  always  original  run¬ 
ning  commentary  on  our  lives  and  times. 

GCN  remains  my  most  reliable  source  of  news 
on  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  But  woman  does  not 
live  by  news  a’^ne.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 
Love, 

Susan  Saxe 
Framingham,  MA 


judge  not 


Dear  GCN, 

I  saw  an  ad  in  GCN  (Vol.  8,  No.  19)  where  a 
prisoner  requested  a  pen-pal.  The  ad  states  as  fol¬ 
lows, 

“The  last  time  I  ran  an  ad  in  this  column  all  1  got 

was  a  pamphlet  from  some  church  saying  1  was 

going  toihell  for  being  gay!” 

Well  that  really  got  me  angry,  and  now  I  have 
several  questions  for  that  church  and  its 
members. 

First  of  all,  if  this  church  is  against  gay  people, 
what  are  they  doing  receiving  and/or  reading  Gay 
Community  Newsl 

Second,  what  gives  them  the  right  to  judge  and 
condemn  other  people?  The  Bible  tells  us  in  Matt 
7:1  and  2,  “Judg^.  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.  For 
with  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged: 
and  with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shall  be  meas¬ 
ured  to  you  again.” 

Third,  where  does  it  say  in  the  Bible  that  gay 
people  will  go  to  hell? 

Homosexual  acts  is  only  a  sin.  Stealing  and 
cussing  is  a  sin.  The  Bible  1  read  told  me  “all  have 
sinned”  and  “there  is  none  righteous,  no,  not 
one.” 

The  Bible  also  says  if  you  commit  one  sin,  you 
are  guilty  of  them  all.  We  are  born  with  a  sin 
nature.  We  all  are  made  by  God,  and  are  of  God’s 
own  image. 

I  am  gay.  I  am  what  God  made.  I  believe  in 
heaven  and  hell.  I  don’t  believe  that  just  because 
I’m  gay,  I  can’t  go  to  heaven.  We  are  all  sinners, 
in  one  way  or  another,  and  no  matter  what  kind 
of  sin  we  commit,  we  are  forgiven.  That’s  why 
Christ  died  on  the  cross,  so  that  sinners  like  me, 
and  sinners  like  the  members  of  that  church  who 
condemn  gay  people  can  all  be  forgiven. 

So  to  the  people  of  that  church  I  say  I’m  a 
sinner  cause  I’m  gay,  and  you’re  no  different 
from  me  cause  you  judge  others.  We  are  equal. 

So  perhaps  some  day  we  shall  meet,  either  in 
heaven  or  maybe  hell. 

Later,  “hypocrites,” 

David  Warren,  118720 
Rt.  2,  BCC 
Bland,  VA  24315 


Advertising  Manager 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of  elim¬ 
inating  the  exploitation  of  women  and 
men  in  advertising  necessary.  Please  ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy 
Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108. 


VACATION! 

The  staff  of  Gay  Community  News  will 
be  taking  a  well-earned  vacation  during 
the  week  of  December  29  —  January  2. 
This  means  we  will  not  be  putting  out  a 
paper  that  week  (cover  date:  January  10, 
1981). 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


Dear  Editor, 

The  December  6  story  concerning  BACCAR’s 
efforts  to  raise  funds  for  the  Cuban  Halfway 
House  may  have  created  the  impression  that  it  is 
doing  so  without  the  help  and  support  of  Boston 
MCC.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth. 
Boston  MCC  members  Bobby  Stevens  and  David 
Jernigan  have  been  actively  involved  in  BAC¬ 
CAR’s  efforts  from  the  outset.  A  special  fund  has 
been  created  by  Boston  MCC  for  the  BACCAR 
project  to  allow  donors  to  avail  themselves  of 
MCC’s  tax  deductible  status.  A  significant  part  of 
the  $1300  pledge  at  the  reported  fundraiser  of 
November  14th  came  from  members  of  Boston 
MCC.  The  Social  Action  Committee  of  Boston 
MCC  at  its  November  meeting  voted  to  donate 
$400  to  BACCAR  and  to  consider  making  a  fur¬ 
ther  contribution  at  its  December  meeting.  (May  I 
add  that  Boston  MCC  responded  to  the  refugee 
crisis  by  giving  over  $1200  this  past  June  to  their 
National  MCC  effort.) 

We,  at  BACCAR,  want  people  to  know  that 
Boston  MCC  has  been  one  of  the  very  few  organ¬ 
ized  groups  that  has  responded  generously  not 
only  with  money  but  with  time  and  effort  in 
helping  gaY  and  lesbian  refugees  from  Cuba. 

And  for  that  BACCAR  is  grateful. 

Thank  you, 

Armando  Gaitan 

Boston  Area  Coalition  for  Cuban 

Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR) 

Boston,  MA 

culture  shock 

Dear  Editor, 

How  dare  Joseph  Fragga  make  such  a  large- 
scale  indictment  against  the  many  MCCR 
churches  in  this  country  that  assisted  with  the 
Cuban  refugee  resettlement  program!  There  is 
just  no  way  that  anyone  could  generalize  about  a 
program  that  involved  many  churches  and  even 
more  individuals.  I  certainly  think  that  Mr. 
Fragga  must  surely  have  a  bone  to  pick  with  a 
particular  individual  or  organization.  But  please 
let  him  direct  his  accusations  more  fairly. 

ivly  spouse,  Carofy  rt  and  I  sponsored  two 
Cuban  ’^sbians.  They  left  our  house  after  about 
two  months  under  a  very  strained  and  angry 
atmosphere.  My  sister  was  also  a  sponsor  of  a  les¬ 
bian  refugee.  Carolyn  and  I  can  certainly  testify 
to  the  many  hours  and  days  that  we  stopped  living 
our  lives  in  order  to  help  Clara  and  Mayra  obtain 
jobs  and  take  English  classes  and  abput  ten 
million  other  tasks.  Needless  to  say,  Carolyn  and 
I  nearly  broke  up  over  the  refugees.  Any  time  that 
one  stops  living  their  life  for  two  months,  there  is 
bound  to  be  trouble.  No  one  has  any  idea  what  a 
strain  it  was  for  most  sponsors  to  have  the 
Cubans  in  their  homes.  I  guess  that  what  was 
really  involved  was  a  tremendous  culture  and 
class  shock.  Many  of  the  refugees  suffer  from 
years  of  prison,  deprivations,  and  a  way  of  life 
and  thinking  and  acting  that  is  180  degrees  from 
that  experienced  by  most  Americans.  We  basical¬ 
ly  were  all  thrown  together  with  really  no  idea  of 
what  to  expect  from  the  other.  We  were  really 
shocked  to  see  how  very  opposite  our  values  and 
mores  were  from  theirs  — 'especially  in  the  realm 
of  sexuality. 

There  just  is  not  room  enough  to  expound  upon 
the  many  kindnesses  of  many  people  who  made 
the  venture  of  having  the  refugees  in  our  home  a 
possibility.  Everyone  worked  as  a  team  to  get  the 
refugees  where  they  needed  to  be.  I  cannot  praise 
enough  the  work  of  Pastor  Chuck  Larsen;  Assis¬ 
tant  Pastor,  Dee  Lamb;  and,  of  course,  Phil 
Slusser.  I  truly  believe  that  instead  of  hurling  ac¬ 
cusations,  Joseph  Fragga  ought  to  be  handing  out 
a  little  praise  for  a  program  that  was  well  done 
here  in  Houston.  I  will  not  try  to  speak  for  all  the 
MCCRs  because  I  certainly  do  not  know  what 
went  on  in  each  one.  I  do  think  that  the  people  in¬ 
volved  here  in  Houston  did  an  excellent  job,  and 
they  certainly  have  my  admiration  and  thanks. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Pamela  Sue  Jones 
Houston,  TX 


There’s  no  place  like  the 
Gay  Community  News  office 
for  the  holidays.  Make 
merry  on  December  26 
with  the  lesbians  & 
gay  men  who  mail  out 
gay  tidings  to  our 
readers  around  the 
world.  Come  any  time 
between  one  and 
ten  p.m.,  stay  as 
long  as  you  like. 


Dear  Editor, 

In  reading  this  week’s  article  about  the 
problems  your  reporter  had  at  the  Bridgewater 
State  Hospital,  a  few  thoughts  occurred  to  me 
which  I  wanted  to  share.  What  I  particularly 
noticed  was  the  fact  that  when  officials  demanded 
that  your  reporter  turn  over  his  camera  to  them, 
he  did  so. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  speculate  as  to  whether 
within  the  context  of  that  incident,  those  circum¬ 
stances,  that  time,  that  place,  etc.  your  reporter’s 
surrender  of  his  camera  to  public  officials  was  the 
wise  thing  to  do.  What  does  concern  me  is  that  he 
might  have  been  intimidated  into  failing  to  de¬ 
mand  his  full  rights. 

The  Fourth  Amendment  of  the  United  States 
Constitution  protects  citizens  against  unrea¬ 
sonable  search  and  seizure.  These  protections 
apply,  through  the  Fourteenth  Amendment,  to 
state  as  well  as  federal  officials.  Generally,  these 
protections  are  enforced  through  search  war¬ 
rants;  that  is,  when  a  public  official  wishes  to 
search  a  given  location  for  a  given  person  or 
thing,  she  or  he  must  get  a  search  warrant  by 
going  to  an  impartial  magistrate  and  demon¬ 
strating  probable  cause  to  believe  that  the  person 
or  thing  is  in  that  location. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  the  warrant 
requirement  is  not  absolute,  however,  and  six  in¬ 
stances  have  been  found  to  permit  warrantless 
searches.  (Although  these  six  instances  pertain 
particularly  to  when  evidence  is  admissible  in 
criminal  trials,  the  analysis  is  applicable  here.) 
The  six  instances  are:  1)  the  existence  of  probable 
cause  and  exigent  circumstances,  2)  things  in 
plain  view,  3)  searches  incident  to  a  lawful  arrest, 

4)  searches  incident  to  a  lawful  stop  and  frisk, 

5)  hot  pursuit,  and  6)  consent  of  the  person 
whose  property  interest  is  being  invaded.  In  the 
case  of  your  reporter,  the  search  and  seizure  were 
pursuant  to  consent. 

To  repeat,  I  am  not  prepared  to  speculate  as  to- 
whether  or  not  your  reporter’s  actions  were  wise 
at  the  time,  but  I  am  concerned  that  he  might  have 
given  his  consent  (that  is,  waived  his  right  to  insist 
on  the  strict  observance  of  his  Fourth  Amend¬ 
ment  rights)  involuntarily  and  unknowingly.  The 
Burger  Court,  and  numerous  state  courts,  have 
shown  a  willingness  to  find  that  individuals  have 
waived  their  rights,  and  it  disturbs  me  to  see  ■ 
citizens  acting,  even  unwittingly,  as  accomplices 
in  the  erosion  of  their  own  Constitutional  rights. 
When  officials  asked  your  reporter  to  surrender  . 
possession  of  his  camera,  he  may  have  had  the 
right  to  refuse.  This  may  have  depended  on 
whether  or  not  he  was  trespassing,  which  in  turn 
.may  have  depended  upon  a  number  of  things, 
such  as  the  exact  location,  whether  or  not  the 
public  may  go  past  that  point  before  seeking  per¬ 
mission  to  go  further,  etc.  Nonetheless,  by  sur¬ 
rendering  possession  of  the  camera  voluntarily  (a 
line  of  Supreme  Court  cases  delineates  the  para¬ 
meters  of  voluntariness  in  relation  to  requests 
from  seemingly  authorized  public  officials,  but 
that  needn’t  be  discussed  here),  your  reporter  in 
effect  relinquished  any  Fourth  Amendment  rights 
which  he  might  have  had.  The  First  Amendment 
implications  add  another  dimension,  with  which  I 
also  am  not  prepared  to  deal  with  here. 

Gay  and  lesbian  (and  poor,  and  young,  and 
black,  and  Hispanic,  and  so  on)  people  are  tradi¬ 
tionally  abused  by  this  society  and  its  paid  en¬ 
forcers,  the  police.  Our  rights  may  be  protected, 
at  least  to  some  extent,  and  even  by  the  current 
Supreme  Court,  but  we  have  to  be  aware  of  them, 
and  we  have  to  insist  on  them.  We  can’t  let  our 
ignorance  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution  work  to 
our  disadvantage.  The  incident  with  your  report¬ 
er  started  me  thinking  about  the  many  ways  in 
which  we  assist  those  who  would  deny  us  our 
rights.  We  must  be  eternally  vigilant  in  knowing 
our  rights  and  in  exercising  our  rights.  We  have 
few  enough  as  it  is. 

Faerie  kisses, 

Bob  Schwartz 
Norfolk,  VA 


Speokinq  Out _ 

The  Segal  Statue:  Another  Viewpoint 


By  Katherine  Davenport 

The  beginning  of  gay  resistance  was  the  struggle  against  the  Catholic  Church.  It  is  impossible  to  sep¬ 
arate  out  specific  gay  resistance  to  the  Church,  since  all  anti-Catholic  opposition  is  subsumed  in  history 
as  the  “heretical”  opposition.  But  the  heretics  were  waging  war  for  the  salvation  of  their  entire  culture, 
which  included  free  love,  and  gay  liberation  was  an  inseparable  component  of  the  general  fight  against 
Catholicism. 

Sam  Deaderick 

The  Freedom  Socialist,  Fall,  1978 

In  1897,  the  Scientific  Humanitarian  Committee  (SHC),  the  first  homosexual  rights  organization  in  the 
world,  emerged  in  Germany  and  flourished  for  more  than  thirty  years  during  a  period  of  deep  social 
upheaval. 

Concurrently,  a  social  democratic  workers  movement  was  swiftly  growing.  The  German  women’s 
movement  was  actively  fighting  for  equal  civil  rights;  abortion  rights,  marriage  and  divorce  law  reform, 
and,equal  educational  opportunity  ....  The  primary  focus  of  the  SHC’s  work  was  the  repeal  of 
Paragraph  175,  the  German  penal  code’s  anti-homosexual  statute.  An  international  campaign  was 
launched  in  1897,  and  before  the  campaign  was  halted  by  the  Nazis,  Over  6,000  signatures  were  gathered 
from  prominent  medical  experts,  cultural  leaders,  writers,  and  philosophers  .  .  .  but  anti¬ 
homosexualism  was  central  to  the  Nazi  ideology  of  white  male  supremacy,  and  when  the  fascists  rose  to 
power,  the  German  gay  movement  was  entirely  destroyed.  Many  of  its  leaders  fled,  and  many  of  the 
activists  who  remained  were  arrested  and  sent  to  Hitler’s  death  camps. 

Throughout  its  long  rise  and  swift  fall,  the  German  gay  movement  remained  limited  to  a  strategy 
of  single-issue  reform.  Strong  ideological  and  organizational  ties  were  never  cemented  between  the  gay 
movement  and  the  feminist  or  labor  movements... .  Social ly  vulnerable  and  relatively  isolated,  gays 
were  easy  prey  for  the  Nazis. 

Sam  Deaderick 

The  Freedom  Socialist,  Winter,  1978 

Yes,  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  is  an  international  one  with  a  LONG  history. 
Contrary  to  what  many  native  New  Yorkers  might  want  to  believe,  and  what  numerous 
“leaders”  have  misled  some  of  us  to  believe,  the  movement  didn’t  begin  with  the  Stonewall 
Rebellion.  Granted,  the  Stonewall  incident  was  a  significant  turning  point  in  the  history  of 
our  movement,  but  to  misrepresent  it  as  its  beginning  is  to  discredit  the  work  of  thousands 
who  went  before  us  and  dedicated  their  lives  to  the  struggle  for  our  basic  human  rights. 

If  the  sole  basis  for  deciding  the  location  of  the  controversial  George  Segal  sculpture 
titled  “Gay  Liberation”  were  that  it  be  the  birthplace  of  the  movement,  it  would  rightfully 
belong  in  Germany,  not  in  Christopher  Rark. 

If  the  Mariposa  Foundation,  which  commissioned  Segal  to  do  the  statue,  wanted  to 
place  it  in  a  location  which  truly  reflects  the  internationalism  of  lesbian  and  gay  liberation, 
they  would  put  it  in  Amsterdam.  Instead,  they  have  opted  to  hype  the  Christopher  Park 
location  which  has  resulted  in  much  irritation  on  the  part  of  local  residents  of  all  sexual 
identities  and  polarized  lesbians  and  gay  people  nationwide. 

Something  constructive  may  come  out  of  the  mess  currently  surrounding  the  statue 
despite  the  elitism  that  created  that  mess,  but  not  before  much  hard  work  and  energy  is 
expended  by  members  of  the  community  whose  politics  are  not  so  traditionally  white- 


heterosexual-male-  (read  “patriarchal”)  in  orientation. 

Even  more  disturbing  than  the  amount  of  money  being  poured  into  the  statue 
extravaganza,  than  the  lack  of  effort  to  find  a  lesbian  and/or  gay  artist  to  render  it,  than  the 
buying  of  votes  on  Community  Board  II  to  approve  its  placement  in  Christopher  Park,  and 
the  resulting  justified  anger  on  the  part  of  those  people  who  have  to  live  with  it,  is  the 
attitude  of  those  most  vocally  supporting  the  statue  toward  anyone  who  disagrees  with  them 
and  their  total  lack  of  consideration  for  the  results  of  placing  the  statue  in  Christopher  Park. 

Non-gays  and  heterosexuals  who  oppose  the  statue  are  automatically  labeled  “homo- 
phobic”  —  a  tactic  which  has  worked  rather  well  for  the  pro-Christopher  Parkers;  lesbians 
and  gays  who  oppose  the^tatue  and/or  the  location  for  ANY  reasons  ( many  of  them  valid) 
are  labeled  “reactionary,”  “totalitarian,”  or  otherwise  condemned  for  being  free  thinkers, 
having  a  more  enlightened  and/or  different  political  perspective  on  the  reality  of  the 
situation,  and  not  going  along  with  what  the  Mariposa  Foundation  has  determineed  to  be 
the  “national  gay  leadership.”  Bruce  Voeller,  one  of  those  “leaders,”  claims  that  those  who 
oppose  the  statue  being  done  by  a  heterosexual  are  sexist. 

This  entire  effort  smacks  of  elitism  and  a  failure  to  even  attempt  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
grassroots  community  on  a  national  level.  And  why  TWO  identical  statues,  one  in  New 
York  and  the  other  in  California?  Why  not  share  the  wealth  and  have  another  artist  render 
something  different?  When  asked  about  this  Voeller  replied  that  the  second  casting  (for  the 
second  statue)  cost  as  much  as  the  whole  original  project  (artist’s  fee,  foundry  fee,  and 
installation)  because  Segal’s  fee  had  gone  up  so  much  since  the  original  agreement!  This  still 
doesn’t  answer  the  question:  Why  TWO  identical  statues? 

If  the  desired  effect  is  to  commemorate  the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  a  plaque  on  the  wall  of 
the  Bagel  And  might  be  more  appropriate;  but;  if  the  truth  be  known,  that’s  not  what  this  is 
all  about.  Is  it  about  Bruce  Voeller’s  rise  to  “stardom”?  Partially.  Is  it  about  white 
heterosexual  liberalism?  Partially.  But  is  it  about  lesbian  and  gay  liberation?  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  sculptor,  I  doubt  it.  It  certainly  is  controversial;  and,  yes,  it  IS  political.  And 
long  live  political  art!  But  will  it? 

When  asked  how  long  he  thought  the  statue  would  last  if  placed  in  Christopher  Park, 
Voeller  answered,  “Several  hundred  years.”  Many  of  us  here  in  the  New  York  community 
are  not  equally  convinced  of  its  longevity.  Voeller  thinks  that  the  Park  is  a  safe  place  for  the 
statue  because  of  the  fencing  around  it  and  because  the  heavy  foot  traffic  in  the  area,  which 
is  “heavily  gay”  will  protect  it.  Personally,  if  the  statue  is  going  to  be  placed  in  New  York 
City,  I  suggest  that  it  be  in  a  safer  location;  perhaps  in  the  lesbian/gay  community  center,  if 
there  ever  is  one. 

On  second  thought,  that  may  not  be  such  a  safe  place  either. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
'respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices _ _ 

heterophobia  spreading  the  word  fairie  dust 


Dear  Editor: 

(Re:  GCN  story:.  “First  Night  Cancels  Gay 
Reading”) 

As  one  of  the  gay  poets  invited  this  year  by  the 
First  Night  Committee  to  read  at  Bosron’s  annual 
New  Year’s  celebration,  I  was  most  surprised  to 
find  out  by  reading  the  Real  Paper  and  GCN  five 
months  later  that  First  Night  is  being  accused  of 
“saying  no  to  gays.”  I  understand  the  issues  of 
“questionable  language”  and  have  on  occasion 
myself  been  put  off  by  the  purely  scatalogical 
content  of  certain  “poets  ”  works.  But  I  am 
totally  confused  when  the  Board  is  attacked  as 
being  “homophobic”  when,  in  fact,  five  gay 
poets  have  been  included  in  the  roster  of  poets 
slated  to  appear  on  that  night.  I  wonder  if  we  are 
simply  not  displaying  a  little  heterophobia,  or 
witnessing  the  personal  anger  of  a  few  individuals 
from  whom  the  balance  of  power  has  shifted 
when  the  committee  simply  wishes  to  introduce  a 
few  new  poets  who  have  not  read  in  past  years  at 
First  Night,  at  either  the  gay  or  straight  readings, 
both  of  which  have  tended  to  be  rather  repetitive 
in  recent  years.  Hopefully,  true  poetry  speaks  to 
the  human  condition  —  regardless  of  one’s  sexual 
preference  —  and  will  fare  well  under  any  au¬ 
dience. 

But  there  is  another  perspective  from  which  to 
view  the  situation,  and  that’s  this:  in  terms  of 
political  development  theory.  The  theory,  simply 
stated,  is  this:  that  “in  the  course  of  human 
events”  tthey  say)  whenever  a  change  is  about  to 
occur  (and  this  is  said  in  terms  of  entire  nations) 
separatism  is  the  first  stage  in  the  development  of 
change.  Witness  this  in  terms  of  gay,  black  or 
feminist  liberation,  or  in  terms  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  India,  China  and  even  Iran  in  the  twen¬ 
tieth  century;  and  that  during  this  process  of 
“individuation”  and  “collectivization”  the 
true  “revolution”  will  occur  “within”  —  that 
something  will  change  in  the  individual  first,  and 
that  then  he  will  be  able  to  hopefully  go  back  into 
the  world  and  use  this  knowledge  in  the  wider 


The  results  of  the  GCN  Board  elections 
are  in  and  the  new  board  is: 

Bob  Andrews 

Richard  Burns  —  President 
Kevin  Cathcart 
Ian  Johnson  —  Clerk 
Beth  Kelly  —  Treasurer 
Kevin  McGirr 
Andrea  Loewenstein 
John  Ward 

Ken  Westhassel  


community. 

I  guess,  from  my  perspective,  I  thought  that 
this  political  process  had  occurred  for  the  gay 
community  in  the  sixties  and  that  we  were  ready 
to  go  back  to  the  wider  community  with  the  gay 
strength  we  had  mustered  then  to  confront  what¬ 
ever  may  lie  ahead  in  the  ’80s.  What  I  am  asking, 
then,  is  this:  in  this  age  of  the  New  Right,  of  the 
new,  destructive  machismo  we  see  from  a  third- 
rate  actor  like  Reagan,  can  the  gay  community 
politically  afford  to  hold  a  “separate,  but  equal” 
l  gay  poetry  reading  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  distinct 
from  the  community  at  large,  and  thus  remaining 
on  the  fringes  of  society  as  minority  groups  have 
traditionally  done?  Or  will  gay  people  be  able  to 
sit  arm-in-arm  with  their  lovers  next  to  straight 
folks  doing  the  same,  and  thus  be  equal,  but  no 
longer  separate? 

In  the  past,  when  I  have  been  asked  to  read  my 
poetry  at  rather  “large”  Boston  literary  events, 
such  as  the  1977  Boston  Globe  Book  Affair,  I 
have  not  hesitated  to  read  gay  poems,  even 
though  my  audience  was  primarily  a  straight  one 
(at  this  year’s  Globe  Book  Festival,  I  chose  to 
concentrate  on  discussing  the  situation  in 
Poland).  But  I  can  assure  you  that  I  intend  to  read 
several  new  gay  poems  to  whatever  audience 
shows  up  for  the  First  Night  Poetry  Reading  this 
year. 

Although  some  of  the  other  gay  poets  on  the 
bill,  for  whatever  reasons,  choose  to  remain 
publicly  closeted  on  this  occasion,  the  supreme 
,  irony  is  that  the  First  Night  committee  has  per¬ 
formed  more  than  we  could  have  ever  wished  for. 
Since  a  separatist  gay  reading  is  also  now  sched¬ 
uled  to  concur  with  the  official  reading,  the 
general  public  will  be  hearing  our  message  loud 
and  clear  at  not  one,  but  two  poetry  readings  this 
year,  both  from  within  and  without  its  own  ranks: 
Say  it  loud,  we’re  gay  and  proud\ 

In  solidarity, 

Ed  Cates 
Somerville,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld 
upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addres¬ 
sed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Dear  GCN, 

I’ve  just  dispatched  a  check  to  your  medical 
insurance  fund  drive.  As  one  who,  at  32,  has  just 
this  year  landed  a  job  that  affords  medical  bene¬ 
fits,  I  know  what  it’s  like  limping  along  on 
$75-100/week  hoping  nothing  happens  to  you. 
Good  luck. 

But  that’s  not  why  I’m  writing  this.  Rather,  I 
have  a  complaint  and  some  kudos  to  get  off.  The 
former  has  to  do  with  your  not  running  the  an¬ 
nouncement  I  sent  you  of  the  Friends  (Quakers) 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns  meeting  here  Oct. 
10-12.  If  GCN  is  supposed  to  be,  or  approximate 
being,  the  “paper  of  record  for  the  gay  ‘move¬ 
ment,’  ”  then  it  seems  to  me  you  ought  to  have 
'  run  it.  I  was  amused  to  note  that  the  pacifist 
journal  WIN  ran  the  announcement  while 
neither  GCN  nor  The  Body  Politic,  my  preferred 
gay  papers,  did.  Even  the  rightwing  gay  paper 
The  Advocate  ran  it.  Apparently  the  progressive 
gay  papers  don’t  feel  solidarity  is  as  important  as 
either  pacifist  or  reactionary  gay  publications. 
Nonetheless,  the  meeting  was  very  successful, 
with  several  attending  from  the  East,  anyway. 

Bitching  aside,  I  want  to  convey  my  continuing 
appreciation  of  the  Book  Review  and  the  weekly 
centerfold  features.  As  a  public  library  worker. 
I’m  constantly  routing  your  favorable  reviews  to 
our  acquisitions  office  so  that  the  system’s  col¬ 
lection  of  good  gay  stuff  might  increase.  I  sug¬ 
gest,  though,  as  an  aid  to  me  and  others  who  are 
nudging  their  libraries  from  within  and  without, 
that  you  include  the  ISBN  number  in  the  biblio¬ 
graphic  citation  at  the  beginning  of  each  review. 

I  also  quite  often  send  a  centerfold  to  someone 
I  know  working  in  a  related  area.  For  example,  I 
sent  the  interview  with  the  two  gay  Cubans  in 
Boston  to  a  friend  who,  as  a  Cuban-born  Ameri¬ 
can;  has  been  concerned  with  helping  the  gay 
Cuban  refugees  this  year.  I’ve  also  sent  features 
‘  on  disabled  gays  to  another  friend  whose  profes¬ 
sional  interests  include  library  and  information 
service  to  the  disabled.  This  habit  of  mine  I  hope 
spreads  GCNs  influence. 

Finally,  you  have  my  thanks  for  not  closing 
debate  in  Community  Voices,  so  that  the  late  but 
thoughtful  and  intelligent  contributions  to  a 
controversy  isn’t  squelched.  I’ve  found  this 
usually  means  clawing  one’s  way  through 
mounds  of  troglodytic  gay  male  misogyny  and  an 
occasional  off-the-wall  lesbian  interpretation  of 
gay  male  sexuality,  but  it’s  worth  it.  Even  at  their 
most  stridently  wrongheaded,  gay  male  and 
lesbian  crackpots  seem  so  much  more  literate 
than  their  straight  counterparts! 

Best, 

Ray  Olson 
St.  Paul,  MN 


Dear  Editor, 

It  may  seem  belated  to  comment  on  the  Radical 
Fairie  feature  (“Who  are  the  Radical  Fairies?: 
Two  Perspectives”)  yet  the  issues  raised  are  per¬ 
tinent,  as  is  what  was  deleted  from  the  interview 
with  Jerry  Gerash. 

Having  a  eopy  of  the  transcript  as  submitted, 
GCN  chose  to  edit  out  what  1  believe  to  be  central 
and  pivotal  to  the  entire  conceptual  understand¬ 
ing  concerning  men,  power  and  attempted 
changes  in  gay  men’s  interactions. 

Specifically,  the  sections  deleted  were  classism 
and  the  structures  in  which  financial  account¬ 
ability  is  discussed  along  with  the  $90  conference 
fee.  This  same  discussion  included  dialogue 
around  privilege  of  those  with  their  fee  paid  and 
those  who  worked  in  the  kitchen  to  pay. 

In  conclusion,  my  part  is  that  while  the  other 
perspective  of  Boston  attorney  John  Ward  dis¬ 
misses  these  issues  as  some  kind  of  personal  ob¬ 
stacle  and  is  printed  by  GCN  a  probe  of  these  atti¬ 
tudes  would  seem  worthy  even  if  it  were  necessary 
to  continue  the  article  in  a  following  issue,  much 
in  the  same  way  as  “Random  Lust”  is  continued 
weekly. 

Signed, 

Terry  Murphy 
Joplin,  MO 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


Page  6 


Gay  Community  News,  December  27,  1980 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am  5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 

•  alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 

registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
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ROGER  442-5 711 

FINE  SCREENPrFntTng" 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

61  7  -  426°  4031 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


Lee  Judith 

Orloff  ph  d 

Licensed  Psychologist 
serving  the  gay  community 


Relationships  &  family  issues 
Weigh!  control 

Stress  reduction  Relaxation 


354-7939  Cambridge' 
By  Appointment 
Insurance'  Acce'pte'd 


WHAT  IS  SOMA 

NEUROMUSCULAR  INTEGRATION? 

Neuromuscular  Integration,  or  Soma 
Bodywork,  is  a  type  of  body  therapy  which 
changes  people  physically  and  psy¬ 
chologically.  if  does  this  by  structurally  balan¬ 
cing  the  body,  and  by  working  with  the  ner¬ 
vous  system  to  allow  more  freedom,  spon¬ 
taneity,  and  creativity  in  our  responses  to  the 
world.  As  a  result,  one  is  able  to  work,  play, 
and  rest  with  a  natural  ease  often  absent  in 
the  stressful  lifestyles  of  today. 

PETER  L.  STICKEL 
Certified  Soma  Practitioner 


384  Marlboro  StM  Boston 


266-8122 


The  Ideal 

in  Copley  Square 

A 

Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Coplev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
247-8249 


Cantabrigia 
Counseling  Associates 

Cambridge/South  Maine 

Anita  Rossien  and  Lynn  Scott  announce  winter  groups  offered  in 
Kennebunk  Maine  area,  eight  Friday  evenings,  January  16  - 
March  6  1981.  Call  (207)  985-6696,  information  &  registration. 


Lesbian  Couples’  Group:  Enrich  and 

deepen  your  couplespace  by  exploring:  Communication, 
learning  styles,  differences,  use  of  humoi;  success¬ 
ful  problem  solving,  spiritual  connections. 

Separation  &  Rebuilding  Group 

for  Lesbians:  Separation  and  rebuilding  go  on 
throughout  our  adult  lives:  in  relationships,  work, 
the  environment.  Each  person  struggles  with  transi¬ 
tion  differently.  We  will  explore  alternative  ways  to 
deal  with  physical,  emotional,  and  spiritual  effects 
of  change. 

Through  the  Looking  Glass: 

Past,  Present,  Future:  Women’s  Adult  Years,  35  + 

A  weekend  for  older  lesbians  to  explore  ourselves, 
our  visions,  our  loved  ones,  our  jobs,  playtime, 
environment  Non-residential,  March  7-8  1981. 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
^ock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues.  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing, 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows— Available  for 
Groups 

women-worker,  owned  and  controlled 
639  Mass.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty.  Moss.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2117 


«i P 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  026431 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Air  Force 

Continued  from  page  1 
Box  947,  Tampa,  FL  33601. 

Pending  a  decision  by  the  base 
commander,  Bryant  continues  to 
work  at  MCDill  AFB.  “The 
people  I  work  with  .  .  .  have 
treated  me  real  nicely  through  all 
this.  I’m  still  working  out  there 
and  we  just  laugh  and  joke  and 
carry  on  about  the  whole  thing. 

“We  love  it,”  Bryant  con¬ 
tinued.  “We’re  getting  a  chance  to 
say  some  things  we’ve  wanted  to  . 
say  for  a  long  time,  but  no  one 
would  listen.” 

Although  Bryant  reports  little 
adverse  reaction  to  the  trial,  he 
told  GCN,  “I’m  sort  of  like  Peter 
Pan  and  Tinkerbell.  I  need  to  hear 
some  people  say,  ‘We  do  believe  in 
fairies.’ 

“ It’ll  keep  my  light  lit.” 

‘Lascivious’ 

Continued  from  page  1 
absolutely  no  business  being 
prosecuted.  To  the  extent  that  the 
ambiguity  in  the  law  made  it 
possible  for  this  prosecution  to  be 
brought  in  the  first  place,  it  is  an 
important  decision.” 

The  Court  interpreted  the 
statute  to  prohibit  solicitation  of 
public  sex,  thereby  maintaining 
the  illegality  of  the  speech  involved 
in  soliciting  such  acts,  but  did  not 
rule  directly  on  the  First 
Amendment  question  raised  by  the 
appeal. 

Murder 

Continued  from  page  1 
refused  to  comment  about  the 
shooting.  “All  I  can  say,”  she 
commented,  “is  that  they  were 
absolutely  two  terrific  people.” 

Robinson  and  Aument  had 
managed  the  C’est  Si  Bon  Res¬ 
taurant  at  17  Arlington  Street  in 
Boston  for  exactly  two  years  on 
the  day  they  were  shot.  They  had 
planned  a  party  for  the  following 
day  to  celebrate  their  second 
anniversary  there. 

The  Globe  quoted  an  uniden¬ 
tified  source  as  saying  a 
disgruntled  ex-employee  of  the 
restaurant  may  have  shot 
Robinson  and  Aument,  but  police 
refused  to  comment. 

Aument,  whose  hospital  room  is 
under  police  guard,  denied  a 
request  for  an  interview  with 
GCN. 

Friends  of  the  couple  report  that 
they  were  open  about  their 
relationship  and  that  Robinson 
had  been  active  in  the  gay 
movement.  He  was  on  the  steering 
committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  in  1977. 

Robinson’s  friends  also  report 
that  he  worked  as  a  volunteer  at 
the  Samaritans  Suicide  Pre- 


heialthy  teeth  . . .  Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 

they're  a  team  effort  Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherTravel 

i  Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 

Harry  A.  Fisher 

111  Charles  Street 

Boston.  MA  02114 

367-3490 

^(g|g|gg||  AGENTS  FOR: 

Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours  ! 

Bermuda  Holidays 

;  JpSilSS  Caribbean  Holidays 

N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

p  j  Hans  Ebensten 

Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

wm 

Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves 

734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD. 
BROOKLINE,  MA*  02146 


vention,  a  hotline  and  counseling 
service.  According  to  a  statement 
issued  by  the  organization, 
Robinson  helped  raise  the 
consciousness  of  Samaritan 
volunteers,  “He  helped  with 
interviews  and  training  and 
conducted  a  special  staff  meeting 
to  help  sensitize  Samaritan 
volunteers  to  the  needs  of  gay 
clients.” 

In  view  of  Robinson’s  contrib¬ 
utions  to  the  organization,  The 
Samaritans  have  established  a 
memorial  fund  in  his  name. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to  The 
Samaritans,  802  Boylston  St., 
Boston,  MA  02199.  Check  should 
be  marked  “For  the  Mark 
Robinson  Memorial  Fund.” 

Porno 

Continued  from  Page  3 
cutor  Simon  Leis  (who  first  busted 
Hustler  magazine’s  Larry  Flynt 
and  was  reportedly  considered  a 
possible  Reagan-appointee  as  U.S. 
Attorney  General)  for  “distribut¬ 
ing  materials  harmful  to 
juveniles”  —  T-shirts  with  four- 
letter  words  in  The  Cupboard  win¬ 
dow.  Defended  by  local  civil  liber¬ 
tarian  lawyer  Allen  Brown,  Loshin 
was  acquitted. 


Gay  Community  News,  December  27, 1980 
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Wolfe 

Continued  from  Page  3 
we’ll  have  a  balanced  anthology, 
although  we  requested  them” 
from  straight  women  and  Third 
World  women  as  well  as  lesbians. 
(Submissions  may  be  sent  to  Per¬ 
sephone  Press,  Box  7222,  Water- 
town,  MA,  02172.  Cassette  tapes 
are  acceptable.) 

Wolfe  is  happy  her  book  has 
validated  the  experience  of  naming 
oneself  as  a  lesbian  in  American 
society.  “It’s  been  successful,” 
she  said,  “even  adopted  for  a  gay 
studies  course  at  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley. 

“There’s  a  tremendous  effect  in 
reading  these  stories.  You  get  tired 
in  the  middle.  You  have  a  tremen¬ 
dous  sense  of  the  effort  these 
women  went  through  putting  their 
pain  down  on  paper.  But  ulti¬ 
mately,  as  you  get  almost  through 
the  book,  there’s  a  real  feeling  of 
exhilaration  that  “we’ve  done  it! 
We’ve  put  it  out  on  paper,’  and,  in 
fact,  that  means  we’ve  claimed  our 
identities  permanently,  created  a 
book,  a  historical  artifact,  and 
now  it  doesn’t  go  away!” 

“I  suspect  we  really  had  an  oral 
tradition  of  coming  out  stories,” 
she  added.  “Lesbians  would  sit 
together,  talk  about  how  they 
handled  things  that  happened  to 
them,  or  who  didn’t  know  yet,  or 
what  would  happen  when  mother 
or  the  boss  or  children  found  out. 
But  we  had  never  seen  them  col¬ 
lected  in  an  anthology.” 

Wolfe  is  also  pleased  that  there 
are  now  three  such  collections. 

One  bonus  of  doing  the  book 
was  establishing  a  network  of  sup¬ 
portive  lesbians.  “And  some  of  us 
cried  a  little  when  we  got  in  touch 
with  women  we  hadn’t  heard  from 
in  years,”  she  said. 


Wallflower 

continued  from  page  12 
do  as  well  —  other  political  groups 
that  deal  with  left  issues  and  class 
issues  —  is  humor.  A  lot  of  left 
theater  has  had  that  real  sense  of 
gloom  and  destruction,  but  we  are 
very,  very  funny.  And  that  is  our 
ace  in  the  hole.  We  make  people 
laugh  —  from  the  bottom  of  their 
guts. 

The  Future 

LS:  Do  you  have  any  long  term 
perspective  or  fantasies  of  Wall¬ 
flower  continuing  or  what  you 
want  to  continue  for  yourselves? 
LN:  We  want  to  go  to  Europe  and 
we  want  to  go  to  Cuba.  And  we 
want  to  come  to  the  East  Coast 
and  we  want  to  get  a  manager  so 
that  we  can  make  a  living  at  it,  and 
so  that  it  will  be  something  that 
will  carry  on,  and,  hopefully, 
people  can  come  in  and  out  of  it 
and  it  will  have  a  politic  that  stands 
for  something  —  a  name  that 
people  can  plug  into. 

LS:  What  is  the  commitment  to 
the  group  that  allows  you  to  think 
about  moving  from  the  West 
Coast  to  the  East  Coast? 

KK:  We  all  know  that  we  have  to 
move.  We  just  know  that  because 
we  all  want  to  perform,  but  we 
don’t  want  to  tour  as  much,  so  we 
all  know  that  we  have  to  move.  It’s 
going  to  be  very  hard,  because  we 
have  lovers  that  we  want  to  come 
with  us,  and  if  they  can  all  come  or 
not,  it  is  a  big  deal.  So  it  might  not 
be  as  expedient  as  we  think  it 
should  be.  We  must  not  be  very 
stable  in  terms  of  community.  I 
don’t  known,  some  people  need  to 
settle  down  once  they  get  a  certain 
age,  and  they  have  to  stay  there. 
And  I  guess  none  of  us  are  like 
that. 

LN:  In  a  way,  we  are  sort  of  each 
other’s  family.  This  is  our  home, 
and  because  we’ve  been  touring 
for  five  years,  we  haven’t  been 
able  to  settle  down. 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

527-8097 


BY  APPT 
DAYS/EVES 


David  Beilville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


9  L/G  o’ 

discreet  personal 
introductions .  .  . 

MATES 

Inc. 

Box  im 

Johnston,  RI 02919 

1/401/944-9185 


We  are  pleased  to  announce 
the  opening  of 

Lorelei  Confections 

34  Charles  Street 
(inside  Fishelson  Florist) 
Beacon  Hill 
720-0966 

Offering  a  complete  line 
of  imported  and  domestic 
candies. 


The  GAY  Coloring  Book 

Men’s  &  Women’s  Editions 

12"  x  16"  4  color  cover 

Creative,  Sophisticated  &  Diverse 

ORDER  NOW  FOR  THIS 
FABULOUS  CHRISTMAS  GIFT. 

Send  money  order  to: 

Queerball  Products 
483  Beacon  St.  Suite  91 
Boston,  Mass.  02115 
$7.50  postage  &  handling  included. 

Mass,  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 


Mass  Bay  Counseling  Associates 
announces: 

Expansion  of  its  Alcohol  Treatment  Program 
to  provide: 

Alcohol  Education  Groups 
Ongoing  group  therapy 
Support  groups  for  lovers  and  friends 
Individual  and  couples  therapy 
for  alcohol  related  problems 

for  details  contact: 

Steve  Dudley,  M.Ed.  at  965-1311 


TRANSPORTATION 
^  ON  SALE 

1 20.00  OFF 

The  Rakish  Sports  3-Speed 

The  Raleigh  Sports  3-Speed  Comes  in  mens'  and  women' 
frames.  Available  in  colbalt-blue,  coffee  and  bright  silver. 
Quantities  are  limited. 

Sale  Price  > 

$189.90 


the  ^  bicycle  exchange 

3  Bow  Street  Cambridge,  MA  02138  864-1 3( 
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HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 


A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 
262-9116 


166  Newbury  Street  •  Boston  -02116-  247-0688 


An  LP  record  album  with  30  photographs 
and  text. 


With:  Kate  Millet,  Allen  Ginsberg,  Robin 
Tyler,  Tom  Robinson,  Lucia  Valeska, 
Rev.  Troy  Perry  and  a  cast  of  250,000. 


Send  $8  plus  $1  postage  and  applicable 
sales  tax  to: 


Magnus  Records 
61  Vendola  Dr. 
San  Rafael,  CA 
94903 


The  Spirit  Of 
The  Beehive 

Gays,  Lesbians  & 
The  Mormon 
Church 

By  K.F.  Huck 

The  world  of  the  beehive  is  one  of  industry  and  con¬ 
formity.  There  is  honey  to  be  made,  babies  to  be  raised  and 
a  home  to  be  protected.  The  hive  mind  cannot  accept  a 
queen  who  would  rather  fly  free  than  be  an  automated  egg 
producer.  Nor  is  there  room  for  the  drone  who  would 
rather  make  honey  than  have  his  stinger  and  guts  ripped 
out  in  defending  his  busy  society. 

Certainly  the  beehive  is  an  overworked  metaphor.  In  the 
great  cities  of  this  country,  with  their  rampant  individual¬ 
ism,  it  would  seem  to  have  no  validity  at  all.  But  in  South¬ 
eastern  Idaho  and  Northern  Utah,  where  the  most  power¬ 
ful  cultural  and  political  influence  is  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  (LDS),  the  beehive  is  a  living 
symbol.  For  it  is  the  image  used  by  Joseph  Smith  and 
Brigham  Young  as  the  pre-eminent  example  of  how  a 
modern,  Christian  society  should  behave. 

But  as  much  as  the  self-styled  prophets  of  Mormonism 
may  insist  on  the  opposite,  people  are  not  bees.  Although 
the  state  capital  of  Utah  (and  center  of  a  vast  religious  em¬ 
pire)  even  Salt  Lake  City  has  its  share  of  noncomformists. 
But  somehow,  most  people  in  the  Salt  Lake  underground 
look  incredibly  alike.  But  other  writers  have  covered  the 
strange  sexualities  of  Salt  Lake  City  in  more  depth  than  I 
can. 

My  subject  is  the  city  of  Pocatello,  Idaho,  located  150 
miles  north.  With  its  population  of  approximately  fifty 
thousand,  the  “Gate  City  to  the  West”  is  the  second 
largest  urban  area  in  the  state.  Called  the  “Gate  City” 
because  it  was  and  is  a  major  crossroads  for  the  rail  com¬ 
panies,  it  is  also  the  home  of  a  small  state  university  and 
reknowned  in  song  and  story  as  the  place  where  Judy 
Garland,  in  her  role  as  Esther  Blodgett,  was  born  in  a 
trunk. 

But  even  though  locals  are  proud  that  their  city  is  the 
“only  Pocatello  in  the  world,”  that  mark  of  individuality 


is  one  of  a  very  few  approved  by  the  hive  mind.  In  certain 
parts  of  local  society,  to  be  non-Mormon  is  to  be  a  non¬ 
person.  This  is  especially  true  among  young  people. 

In  the  local  schools,  Mormon  teachings  are  accepted  for 
school  credit.  Many  local  teachers  see  nothing  wrong  with 
the  Church  and  the  State  working  hand  in  hand.  “It’s 
always  been  that  way,”  is  the  usual  reasoning. 

A  friend  of  mine  who  was  pleased  that  his  daughter  had 
not  made  the  high  school  drill  team,  was  less  than 
delighted  at  the  reason  she  wasn’t  acceptable.  She  was  not 
LDS,  and  therefore  would  not  “fit  in.” 

Heidi  Piel,  a  young  lesbian  attending  Idaho  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  says  that  she,  however,  did  not  find  the  Church  too 
oppressive.  “In  junior  high,  you  just  had  to  fit  into  their 
way  in  everything  going  on.  In  high  school,  everybody  had 
their  own  group  and  I  didn’t  think  Mormonism  was  too 
overbearing.  It  was  overbearing  in  the  fact  that  if  you  were 
elected  to  an  office  you  were  probably  Mormon,  and  that 
sort  of  thing.  But  as  far  as  doing  whatever  you  wanted  to  v 
do,  if  you  left  them  alone,  they  left  you  alone.” 

And  leaving  them  alone  includes  letting  them  have  their 
“release  time.”  In  high  schols,  students  have  permission 
to  use  an  hour  per  school  day  to  devote  themselves  to 
religious  pursuits.  That  is,  they  are  “released”  from 
regular  school  study.  Up  until  a  few  years  ago,  students  got 
credit  for  religious  study.  Now  religious  classes  only  count 
as  an  hour  towards  the  required  amount  of  attendance.  By 
law,  of  course,  any  religion  may  utilize  this  “release  time,” 
and  occasionally  there  are  Catholic  or  ecumenical  classes. 
But  there  is  no  room  for  doubts  about  what  Church 
“release  time”  was  created  for. 

Even  before  the  Church  had  a  stranglehold  on  the  com¬ 
munity,  in  the  days  when  Bannock  County  was  proud  to  be 
the  only  Democratic,  working-person’s  stronghold  in  a 
Republican  state,  the  hive  mind  was  hard  at  work.  In  1 948, 
when  my  father  was  beginning  his  career  as  a  columnist,  he 
dug  up  a  controversial  story  that  made  his  fame  and 
started  a  newspaper  war.  In  1976,  when  he  retired  from  a 
California  newspaper,  he  boasted  to  me  about  how  many 
papers  his  “Off  The  Beat”  column  had  sold.^ 

“We  are  launching  this  column  today  with  one  of  the 
strangest  ‘love’  stories  ever  told,”  his  first  column  began. 

It  was  the  story  of  a  woman  who  preferred  her  own  sex. 
After  numerous  affairs,  she  had  settled  down  with  the 
woman  she  loved,  and  with  a  doctor’s  certificate  and  an 
out-of-state  marriage  license,  she  had  married  her.  After 
many  years  of  being  respected  members  of  a  neighboring 
community,  the  couple  had  decided  to  adopt  a  child.  This 
was  reason  enough  for  the  Pocatello  Post  to  attack  them. 
After  all,  a  child’s  happiness  was  at  stake. 

“Whatever  the  present  legal  sexual  status  of  the 
‘husband’  and  ‘father’  of  whom  we  are  writing,”  the  col¬ 


umn  continued,  “it  is  common  knowledge  that  she  was 
given  the  girl’s  name  at  birth,  wore  dresses  when  she  was  a 
child  and  while  in  high  school  had  dates  with  boys.”1 

The  first  responses  to  this  story  (which,  according  to  my 
mother  and  some  others,  effectively  destroyed  the  lives  of 
the  couple  in  question)  were  negative.  Old  timers  of  the 
region  felt  that  whatever  anybody  did  was  their  own  busi¬ 
ness,  and  that  the  gossips  involved  should  look  to  their 
own  households.  But  most  of  the  later  response  approved 
the  columnist’s  “courage”  in  attacking  two  people  who  i 
were  obviously  trying  to  destroy  the  very  fabric  of  the 
American  ideal.  Transsexualism  and  homosexuality  were 
called,  “the  lowest  form  of  vice  known  to  human  beings.” 
One  writer,  who  boasted  of  having  a  “real  wife”  at  home 
said,  “To  dwell  on  the  matter  at  great  length  without  t 
vomiting  is  impossible.”2 
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Dan  Alkofer,  Downtown  Pocatello 


A  Voice  From  Pocatello 


K.F.  Huck:  When  did  you  decide  to  come  out  and  how  did  you  make  the  decision 
that  you  were  going  to? 

Dan  Alkofer:  The  best  I  remember,  I  decided  to  come  out  on  a  trip  to  Los 
Angeles  in  ‘76.  And  I  made  the  decision  when  I  got  there. 

KFH:  Why?  What  were  the  reasons  behind  that  decision? 

DA:  It  was  definitely  my  own  initiative  from  top  to  bottom.  I  just  saw  someone 
that  intrigued  me.  It  was  the  first  encounter  I’d  ever  had  with  a  man.  And,  uh,  I 
just  pursued  the  situation. 

KFH:  How  old  were  you  then? 

DA:  35 

KFH:  How  long  after  you  came  back  were  you  closeted,  or  were  you  at  all? 

DA:  That  depends.  Closeted  from  whom? 

KFH:  Closeted  in  your  family. 

DA:  Well,  the  only  important  closet  involved  there  was  my  wife.  And  I  didn’t  tell 
her  anything  about  the  few  encounters  I  had  had  up  till  the  time  I  told  her  the 
following  February. 

KFH:  In  1977? 

DA:  Yeah.  And  that  was  after  I’d  had  a  couple  of  brief  discussions  with  a 
psychologist,  locally. 

KFH:  How  did  you  make  the  decision  to  come  out  in  this  community?  Were  you 
ever  really  nervous  about  it? 

DA:  After  I  talked  things  over  with  my  wife  I  felt,  I  guess,  the  first  hurdle  was 
over,  and  I  knew  that  a  major  change  had  taken  place  in  my  life:  that  sex  with 
men  was  going  to  be  very  important  to  me.  And  I  didn’t  really  see  how  I  was 
going  to  resist  seeking  out  some  encounters  with  men.  And  I  did  this,  just  on  a 
rare  basis.  I  met  people  locally  through  what  you  might  call,  or  what  I’ve  come  to 
know  as,  the  “usual  channels,”  but  which  I  really  didn’t  know  very  much  about 
at  the  time.  And  I’d  always  had  a  very  close  relationship  with  my  wife  and  I 
didn’t  “disappear”  much.  I  had  not  hung  around  in  any  bars,  I  had  not  gone 
bowling  with  the  “boys”  for  years  and  so  my  wife  knew  that  I  was  going  out  and 
it  was  very,  very  disturbing  to  both  of  us  and  the  relationship.  There  seemed  to  be 
no  way  I  was  going  to  stop  doing  that  and  it  broke  down  what  we  regarded  as 
“marriage.” 

KFH:  Did  you  come  out  completely  on  your  job  after  your  marriage? 

DA:  No,  I  didn’t  come  out  on  my  job.  I  don’t  know  that  I’ve  “come  out”  on  my 
job  yet.  I  don’t  wear  a  lambda  button  to  class. 

KFH:  No.  That’s  not  what  I  mean  .  .  . 


DA:  I  know,  but  I  came  out  because  some  people  asked  me  if  it  was  true  that  I 
was  gay  and  I  saw  no  reason  to  lie  about  it  because  I  hadn’t  really  felt  any  guilt 
about  it.  And  that’s  been  my  policy  ever  since.  I  don’t  lie  about  it  but  I  don’t 
usually  volunteer  that  information  in  any  conversation.  But  I  think  probably  just 
about  everybody  who  has  any  interest  at  all  in  knowing  that  sort  of  thing  about 
people  knows  that  about  me.  Although  I  haven’t  taken  a  poll.  I  don’t  know. 

KFH:  What  do  you  think  the  situation  is  for  people  like  yourself  in  Pocatello? 
That  is,  what  is  it  like  for  people  who  are  known  among  their  friends  and  possibly 
on  their  job  as  being  gay,  but  not  generally?  What  do  you  think  the  situation  is 


for  people  who  are  known  to  be  gay? 

DA:  I  don’t  find  it  uncomfortable  at  all.  The  only  thing  that  I  have  lost  is  a 
certain  social  connection,  I  guess,  in  the  straight  community,  mainly  tied  up  with 
married  university  couples,  who  got  together  on  various  social  occasions.  I  did 
find  that  an  interesting  thing  to  do  but  I  have  found  it  to  be  certainly  replaced  by 
a  largely  gay  social  situation  in  this  town  that  occupies  me  as  completely  as  the 
other  did.  More  so,  I  mean  my  social  activities  now  are  much  more  extensive  now 
than  they  were  when  I  was  married.  Now  then,  about  people  like  me,  I  think  the 
biggest  factor  that’s  been  of  help  to  me,  as  I  mentioned  before,  was  that  I  didn’t 
feel  any  guilt  for  this  —  despite  the  fact  that  I  was  doing  harm  to  my  marriage. 
There  was  some  guilt  about  that  but  absolutely  no  guilt  about  recognizing  I’m  a 
gay  man.  None  whatsoever.  And  I  was  prepared  to  do  whatever  I  had  to  to  deal 
with  that. 

There  are  a  lot  of  other  people  in  this  town  that  do  not  have  that  freedom, 
because  they  do  not  know  how  to  deal  with  it.  They’re  frightened  of  having  people 
know  that  they  are  gay  and  this  inhibits  them,  makes  it  awkward  for  them,  it 
makes  them  fearful  of  everything.  There  are  not  very  many  mature  men  in  this 
town  who  are  openly  gay.  And  that  greatly  inhibits  the  growth  of  a  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  this  town  —  indeed  in  the  whole  area.  There  are  a  great  many  gay 
people  who  when  around  other  gay  people  are  very  open.  But  gay  people  are 
spread  very  widely  in  professions,  different  jobs,  different  age  groups,  different 
family  situations,  for  heaven’s  sake.  There  are  a  great  many  gay  people  and  it 
doesn’t  take  that  long  to  know  who  a  lot  of  gay  people  are,  but  this  is  not  a 
community  that  encourages,  in  any  way,  people  to  be  very  open  about  their  sexual 
orientation  unless  it’s  very  straight. 

KFH:  Do  you  think  this  is  common  in  most  middle- American  cities  or  that  the 
Mormon  population  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  attitudes? 

DA:  Well,  the  Mormon  influence  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  There  may  be 
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i  If  possible,  things  have  achieved  greater  sameness  than 
i  ever  before.  David  Braley,  a  young  man  active  in  gay 
politics  and  the  Libertarian  movement,  comments  on  the 
i  Mormon  influence:  “Just  speaking  on  a  personal  level,  I 
i  think  it  is  much  more  difficult  in  a  community  like  this, 
i  with  the  cultural  background  like  the  Mormons.  There’s  a 
■  stronger  consequence  [in  coming  out]  especially  with 
t  friends,  with  family,  even  where  you  work.  It’s  a  much 
I  stronger  consequence  than  it  could  be  in  a  bigger  city 
)  where  it’s  more  likely  to  be  more  tolerated.” 
i  When  I  asked  David  what  he  considered  the  greatest 
:  anti-gay  influence  in  Pocatello,  the  Church  or  the  very 
nature  of  small-city  life,  he  was  forceful  in  his  reply:  “As 
:  far  as  the  immediate  area,  it’s  got  to  be  the  Church;  it’s 
l  definitely  the  Mormon  Church.  You  know  the  current 
Moral  Majority  movement  seems  to  be  a  likening  to  that. 
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You  know  many  Mormons  may  not  like  Reverend  Falwell, 
but  they’ll  certainly  resound  his  sentiments.” 

Nor  is  it  surprising  that  in  this  community  where  the 
Church  influence  removes  gay  people  from  straight 
friends  and  jobs  with  regularity,  the  local  police  have  an 
excellent  reputation  for  non-harassment.  “Why  bother  to 
attack  an  already  downtrodden  minority  with  little  or  no 
solidarity,”  is  the  current  opinion. 

Heidi  Piel  comments  that  even  though  local  feminists 
are  well  organized,  the  lesbian  community  offers  no 
support  groups  for  its  younger  members.  She  thinks  that 
gay  men  have  more  opportunity  for  organization,  but  they 
do  not  seem  to  have  the  desire. 

People  who  live  in  more  cosmopolitan  and  secular  cities 
may  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  any  church  could  have  such 
a  hold  on  a  community.  (Mormonism  is  secular  when  it 
comes  to  materialism.  Many  consider  it  quite  appropriate 
that  a  statue  of  the  first  Church  President,  Brigham 
Young,  stands  in  downtown  Salt  Lake  City  with  its  back  to 
the  Temple  and  its  hand  out  towards  the  bank.)  To  com¬ 
prehend  the  tight  grasp  in  which  the  Church  holds  any 
region  that  it  dominates,  it  is  necessary  to  understand" 
some  of  the  principles  by  which  Mormons  live. 

Firstly,  the  LDS  believes  in  an  active  rather  than  passive 
religion.  A  devoted  member  may  spend  over  half  the  week 
working  on  church  business.  Men  join  the  Aaronic  priest¬ 
hood  and  many  go  on  to  become  missionaries,  ward 
teachers,  bishops  or  may  hold  one  of  the  many  other 
church  offices.  Women  join  the  Relief  Society  and  provide 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  sick  and,  destitute.  The  member 
who  does  not  participate  had  better  have  a  reasonable 
explanation  for  such  inactivity.  In  fact,  so  busy  are  these 
bees,  that  one  night  of  the  week  must  be  set  aside  for  the 
family.  If  you  ever  see  a  bumpersticker  reading  “Happi¬ 
ness  is  Family  Home  Evening,”  you’ll  know  that  it  refers 
to  Monday  night  in  a  Mormon  household. 

The  second  important  principle  is  the  belief  that  God  in¬ 
spired  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.  A 
direct  descendant  of  the  ancient  worship  of  king  and  em¬ 
peror,  this  might  be  called  “The  Divine  Right  of  Presi¬ 
dents.”  In  1975,  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  then  President  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  (a  group  in  the  highest  3. 
reaches  of  the  LDS  hierarchy)  said,  “No  nation  has  ever 
perished  which  has  kept  the  commandments  of  god.”3  It 
follows  that  anyone  whose  actions  may  be  construed  as 
having  a  negative  effect  on  our  country,  or  on  those  ideas  4 
“which  made  our  country  great,”  may  be  considered  evil, 
unholy  and  damned. 

It  should  come  as  no  surprise  then  that  the  Mormons 
revere  above  all  else  that  building  block  of  the  conservative 
community,  that  basic  unit  of  Republican  reasoning  —  the 
family.  For  our  purposes,  this  is  the  most  important  tenet 


eligious  factors  that  rival  it  in  other  towns.  I  don’t  know  of  any  widespread 
-eligion  that  thinks  that  it’s  just  ducky  to  be  gay.  But  certainly  the,  if  I  may  coin  a 
phrase,  devilish  Mormon  homophobia  has  destroyed  many  gay  people.  It  has 
destroyed  them.  It  has  turned  them  into  monsters.  The  percentage  of  gay  people 
among  Mormons  is  just  as  high  as  it  is  in  the  rest  of  the  population,  but  the 
Church  is  so  homophobic  and  its  preachments  are  so  strident  among  its  members 
and  the  members  themselves  are  so  often  so  strident  defenders  of  their  religion  and 
promoters  of  the  correctness  of  their  religion  that  it  creates  a  very  difficult 
atmosphere  for  a  person  in  this  town  to  come  out  gay  in  a  healthy  way.  The  only 
reason  that  I  could  come  out  in  a  healthy  way  was  that  I  didn’t  give  a  shit  about 
Mormons.  Maybe  more  aggressively  than  that,  I  hate  what  the  Mormon  religion 
stands  for  in  terms  of  the  perversion  of  the  human  spirit.  That  was  a  great 
Iv  mcouragement  to  me,  I  mean  I  didn’t  have  to  worry  about  that  at  all. 

KFH:  Yeah.  You  said  a  lot  of  good  things.  I  am  a  Mormon-phobe  so  I  can  hear  a 
lot  of  what  you’re  saying.  Do  you  have  any  other  general  comments  about  what 
it’s  like  to  come  out  here? 

DA:  I  just  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  have  more  on  the  record  about  how  the 
gay  community  functions  in  a  town  like  this.  Because  so  far,  we’ve  got  sort  of  a 
negative  picture  and  I  don’t  see  it  as  being  all  that  negative. 

KFH:  Sure.  And  if  you  could  say  something  about  the  “usual  channels.” 

DA:  Yeah.  The  usual  channels  for  most  gay  people  in  this  community  include  a 
oar  that  is  not  exclusively  gay  but  which  has  no  problem  with  a  gay  clientele  and 
where  people  are  very  open  in  the  bar.  It  consists  of  various  cruisy  situations, 
areas,  for  some  people  who  are  into  that.  There  are  more  and  more  well  organized 
parties  in  public  establishments,  gay  parties  in  hotels  and  other  public  places,  and 
die  usual  round  of  simple  parties  in  homes  and  week-end  events.  The  gay  pop¬ 
ulation  here  is  a  fairly  close  one.  A  lot  of  gay  people  have  close  gay  friends. 

People  tend  to  have  close  straight  friends  as  well.  Aside  from  a  strongly  Mormon 
It  nfluence,  I  don’t  think  the  straight  community  is  uptight  about  gay  people. 

KFH:  Why  is  that? 

DA:  A  great  many  people  in  this  town  just  have  a  rather  liberal  temperament. 

They  take  people  one  at  a  time,  at  their  own  values.  I  suppose  that  the  university 
ueing  here  is  an  influence  in  that.  It  tends  to  draw  people  who  have  a  broader 
ange  of  experiences,  more  liberal  and  humanitarian  attitudes  than  might  otherwise 
?e  the  case.  Though  just  recently,  a  private  theatre  group,  composed  of  the  more 
‘liberal”  members  of  the  English  and  some  other  departments,  have  started 
ehearsing  a  play  by  Alan  Steinberg  (a  New  Yorker  in  the  English  department) 
which  has  one  of  the  more  blatantly  homophobic  swishy  faggot  characters  that 
{■'I’ve  seen  in  recent  years.  I  don’t  think  that  the  university  is  as  free  as  it  would  like 
o  pretend. 

There  are  shreds  of  cosmopolitanism  in  this  town,  which  assist  the  integration  of 
( >ay  people  into  the  community.  Gay  people  are  hired  to  do  jobs  and  quite 


of  the  faith.  Anything  that  adversely  affects  the  family, 
adversely  affects  theChurch  and  the  State  and  is  therefore 
evil. 

Unfortunately,  the  family  in  Mormonism  is  acceptable 
only  in  its  most  nuclear  state.  Mom  takes  care  of  the  kids 
and  the  house.  Dad  earns  a  living  and  protects  his  family. 
Children  obey  their  parents.  Nobody  drinks,  smokes,  uses 
coffee  or  messes  around.  No  drugs,  no  premarital  or 
extra-marital  sex.  Men  and  women  are  married  for  eter¬ 
nity. 

Of  course,  a  number  of  other  religions  have  similar 
rules.  What  differentiates  the  LDS  view  of  the  family  from 
that  of  other  religions  (with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini’s)  is  the  zest  with  which  church 
leaders  protect  it.  Opposed  ideas  of  what  a  family  might  be 
are  not  tolerated.  Members  whose  actions  or  words  imply 
heretical  beliefs  are  forced  back  in  line  or  kicked  out. 

After  one  understands  these  principles,  it  is  easy  to  see 
the  tragedy  of  Mormon  feminists  and  homosexuals.  Un¬ 
able  to  live  within  the  Church  society  as  it  is,  they  are  even 
less  able  to  live  outside  the  religion  which  has  nurtured 
them  from  birth.  Non-Mormons  may  find  out  what  it  is 
like  to  be  caught  between  two  worlds  by  following  the 
continuing  crucifixion  of  Sonia  Johnson  who  was  excom¬ 
municated  for  her  pro-feminist  stands,  or  by  reading  a 
small  book  called  Prologue:  An  Examination  of  the 
Mormon  Attitude  Towards  Homosexuality .J 

Johnson  advised  women  to  tell  the  LDS  missionaries 
that  representatives  of  a  misogynist  church  were  un¬ 
welcomed  in  their  homes.  For  this  she  was  excommuni¬ 
cated.  (This  means  that  she  will  be  unable  to  join  her 
husband  and  family  in  heaven  for  eternal  union.)  Ori¬ 
ginally  the  very  image  of  the  docile  LDS  housewife,  John¬ 
son  became  a  feminist  when  she  discovered  the  darker  side 
of  such  a  woman’s  “exalted”  state. 

Continued  on  Page  17 
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commonly  they  are  known  to  be  gay  by  their  employers  and  the  employers  are 
more  concerned  about  whether  they  do  a  good  job  or  not. 

The  gay  people  here  are  not  particularly  wealthy,  so  that  it  isn’t  some  glittering 
social  situation.  But  it  isn’t  that  much  for  this  community  in  general. 

Entertainments  are  not  very  grand  but  they’re  enjoyable  and  the  people  here  know 
how  to  have  a  good  time.  Many  of  the  gay  people  here  realize  that  it’s  important 
to  make  contacts  with  more  cosmopolitan  areas  and  they  realize  there  are  dangers 
in  being  too  isolated.  They  go  places.  Many  people  leave  here  permanently.  They 
find  the  gay  situation  here  to  be  too  confining.  After  all,  there  are  no  subway 
tearooms  in  Pocatello. 

KFH:  But  doesn’t  Ross  Park  function  as  that  at  times? 

DA:  Sure.  It’s  a  cruisy  area  on  a  good  day.  People  find  each  other  in  all  kinds  of 
situations.  I  mean  shopping  centers,  you  know. 

KFH:  Yeah,  I  remember  the  first  time  I  figured  out  how  much  cruising  was  going 
on  at  the  climatized  Pocatello  Mall.  I  was  shocked. 

DA:  One  thing  it’s  important  to  say  is  that  there  are  a  lot  of  people  in  this  town 
who  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  bar,  for  several  reasons.  First  of  all  it’s  a 
dive.  In  the  second  place,  it’s  a  bar  and  a  lot  of  gay  people  do  not  drink.  In  the 
third  place,  there  are  a  lot  of  gay  people  who  are  sort  of  closety  and  would  rather 
not  be  seen  in  a  bar  that  has  a  reputation  for  a  gay  clientele.  Or  it’s  just  not  cool 
to  be  seen  in  any  bar.  It’s  not  cool  for  public  school  teachers,  for  example.  So  of 
course  there  are  alternate  means  of  people  getting  together.  Gay  impulses  will  find 
a  way.  They  may  not  find  it  as  easily  as  people  living  in  other  places.  There  are  a 
lot  of  people  who  live  very  frustrated,  sexless  lives  in  this  town.  But  that’s 
probably  their  own  fault. 

KFH:  Then  what  are  the  benefits  of  living  here? 

DA:  That  is  obvious  to  anyone,  gay  or  straight.  There  is  relatively  clean  air,  easy 
access  to  unpopulated,  scenic  areas,  a  relaxed  pace  of  life.  Few  jobs  that  anybody 
has  here  are  really  hysterically  taxing.  Very  few  people  are  going  to  get  an  ulcer  on 
their  job. 

I  don’t  know  whether  this  fits  in,  but  I  would  sure  like  to  say  it.  Most  of  the 
bars  in  large  cities,  in  my  experience,  are  neighborhood  bars.  If  somebody  new 
walks  into  the  bar  they  are  instantly  recognizable.  There  is  a  great  danger  in  city 
living  to  become  very  insular. 

KFH:  Yes.  When  I  was  in  New  York,  I  found  the  New  Yorker  type  literary  society 
very  provincial. 

DA:  Yes.  Isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  —  to  occupy  the  same  bar  stool 
every  night,  to  talk  with  the  same  friends,  to  live  nowhere  in  the  middle  of  Los 
Angeles  or  Manhattan  Island.  Living  in  a  large  city  is  no  guarantee  that  your  life 
is  going  to  be  meaningful  ’cause  you  can  waste  ypur  life  there,  perhaps  with  greater 
ease,  than  you  can  waste  your  life  in  Pocatello. 
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Wallflower  Order 
Dance  Collective 

With  Nina  Fichter,  Pamela  Gray ,■ 
Krissy  Keefer,  Laurel  Near  and 
Lyn  Neeley 

Produced  by  A  llegra  Productions 
Berklee  Performance  Center, 
Boston,  December  6 


By  Lee  Swislow 

I  left  the  Wallflower  Order 
Dance  Collective  performance  and 
I  knew  exactly  what  I  wanted  to 
do.  I  got  into  my  car,  began 
driving  down  Bolyston  St.  in  Bos¬ 
ton  and  I  screamed  —  long,  low, 
deep  screams  of  the  emotion  gen¬ 
erated  while  watching  the  group 
perform. 

The  Wallflower  Order  is  a  dance 
collective  started  over  5  years  ago 
in  June,  1975.  Laurel  Near  and 
Krissy  Keefer  are  original 
members,  Lyn  Neeley  joined  in 
August,  1975,  Nina  Fichter  has 
been  with  them  three  years,  and 
Pamela  Gray  for  one  year.  Cur¬ 
rently  on  their  third  national  tour, 
they  performed  in  Boston,  Dec.  6, 
at  the  Berklee  Performance  Cen¬ 
ter.  The  concert  was  produced  by 
Allegra  Productions. 

Wallflower  dances,  talks,  sings, 
acts  and  jokes.  They  are  also  a  very 
political  group,  doing  pieces  about 
growing  up  female,  imperialism, 
violence  in  society  and  the  struggle 
between  the  workers  and  the  ruling 
class  —  to  name  only  some  of  the 
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Primarily  through  talking,  Nina 
Fichter  in  “Hospital”  and  Krissy 
Keefer  in  “Prison  Poem,”  create, 
with  uncompromising  intensity, 
the  horror  and  reality  of  these  ex¬ 
periences.  Watching,  I  became  in¬ 
creasingly  tense.  Clapping  at  the 
end  hardly  seemed  an  appropriate 
response  —  tearing  down  the  walls 
of  all  oppressive  institutions  would 
have  been  more  fitting. 


Throughout  the  concert,  I 
found  Wallflower  to  be  a  life- 
giving  force.  Keeping  their  strong¬ 
ly  feminist  perspective,  they  bring 
in  a  variety  of  different  issues  and 
experiences.  They  spread  a 
woman-loving  feeling  in  their 
work  that  feels  strengthening  and 
inclusive  of  everyone. 

At  the  end  of  their  concert,  they 
said,  amid  cheers  of  approval,  that 
they  were  thinking  of  moving  to 
Boston  —  and  if  not  Boston,  then 
New  York.  The  East  Coast  can 
only  benefit  from  the  energy  of  the 
Wallflower  Order  Dance  Collec¬ 
tive. 


topics.  They  hope  with  their  con¬ 
certs  to  move  people  toward  politi¬ 
cal  action. 

Although  there  were  some 
pieces  that  I  didn’t  understand 
until  I  read  the  program  notes,  in 
much  of  their  work,  their  politics 
are  very  clear  and  integrated.  And 
those  were  the  pieces  that  created 
the  most  emotion. 

1  laughed  a  lot  in  “Pieces  of 
Lies.”  Dealing  with  the  roles  many 
of  us  were  taught  in  childhood  and 
our  need  to  break  out  of  them,  it 
combines  much  of  what  Wall¬ 
flower  does  best  —  humor,  danc¬ 
ing  and  acting.  The  script,  written 
by  Timothy  Near,  was  based  on 
her  interviews  with  each  member 
of  the  collective,  and  it  reflects 
each  woman’s  past  personality^ 
These  women  seem  quite  familiar 
with  all  the  subtleties  of  their  roles. 

I  especially  liked  Lyn  Neeley,  the 
girl  who  played  with  the  boys,  beat 
everyone  in  arm  wrestling,  and 
never  wanted  to  wear  a  bra.  Yet 
puberty  does  come,  her  breasts 
grow,  the  outside  pressure  builds, 
and  she  ends  up  shy  and  awkward 
at  the  junior  high  dance,  seeming 
not  quite  sure  who  she  wants  to 
please,  the  boys  Or  the  girls. 

I  wanted  to  cry  during 
“Sisters.”  Here,  they  sat  in  the 
corner  of  the  stage,  taking  turns 
talking  about  their  different  grow¬ 
ing  up  memories,  as  others  danced 
and  acted  the  words.  My  tears 


came  from  the  power  of  my  own 
family  relations,  from  the 
openness  the  group  was  sharing 
with  us,  and  because  there  was  so 
much  love  in  that  piece  —  for  their 
sisters  and  for  each  other. 

1  felt  angry  during  “Defiance,” 
by  deaf  poet  Dorothy  Miles. 
Signed  and  performed  first  by 
Laurel  Near,  and  then  in  unison  by 
the  entire  collective,  it  is  one  of 
their  most  powerful  pieces.  Seeing 
and  hearing  the  poem,  the  message 
is  very  clear  —  we  will  no  longer 
repress  our  righteous  rage. 

Mostly,  I  was  in  pain  during 
“Hospital”  and  “Prison  Poem.” 


Wallflower:  Moving  With  Their  Politics 


By  Lee  Swinslow 
On  December  4,  I  talked  with 
two  of  the  women  from  the  Wall¬ 
flower  Order  Dance  Collective, 
Krissy  Keefer  and  Lyn  Neeley. 
Krissy  was  one  of  the  women  who 
started  Wallflower  in  1975;  Lyn 
joined  3  months  later.  I  inter¬ 
viewed  them  in  the  crowded  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts  apartment 
where  the  entire  collective  was 
staying,  essentially  in  one  room 
with  some  of  their  stuff  leaking 
out  to  the  living  room. 

Lee  Swislow:  Has  the  group  gone 
through  a  lot  of  changes  in  how 
you  dance  and  how  you  see  your¬ 
self? 

Krissy  Keefer:  I  think  we’ve  gone 
through  a  lot  of  changes  in  how  we 
see  ourselves.  We’ve  tried  to  go 
through  a  lot  of  changes  in  the  way 
we  communicate  together.  When 
we  first  started  out,  it  was  defin¬ 
itely  a  family  affair,  and  we  didn’t 
have  any  sort  of  communication 
processes  or  skills.  There  was  a  lot 
of  yelling  at  each  other  and  then 
walking  away  from  rehearsal  and 
not  seeing  each  other  again  for  two 
days  and  then  coming  back  and 
not  being  able  to  process  this.  We 
tried  to  learn  communication  skills 
in  the  last  five  years.  And  also  we 
started  to  see  ourselves  in  terms  of 
culture  and  social  change,  as  being 
vital  to  that.  Whereas  before  we 
didn’t  quite  see  our  importance  as 
much  as  we  do  now.  We  have  our 
concerts  and  we  see  the  way  people 
respond  to  them  and  they’re  so 
excited  and  they  feel  so  moved  and 
they  feel  so  challenged.  They  really 
want  to  do  some  work  after  they 
see  us.  And  especially  at  this  point 
in  history,  with  the  election  of 
Reagan  and  the  right  wing  consoli¬ 
dating  so  heavily  against  black 
people,  gay  people,  everything,  it’s 
important  for  cultural  groups  like 
ours  to  keep  going  and  push 
through  that. 

Lyn  Neeley:  Also  in  our  politics,  it 
seems  like  when  we  first  began, 
our  political  language  was  through 
feminism.  It  sort  of  reflected  the 
whole  times.  Five  years  ago,  that 
was  the  movement.  Now  we  feel  as 
though  our  politics  come  through 
class  as  the  basic  contradiction. 
LS:  Is  that  something  that  the 
whole  group  shares  —  that  poli¬ 
tical  perspective  —  or  is  it  different 
for  other  people  in  the  group? 


KK:  There’s  a  lot  of  differences 
within  the  group.  We’re  all  based 
in  feminism  and  out  of  that  we’ve 
had  a  class  awareness  and  an 
understanding  of  feminism 
through  that  perspective,  which 
has  been  really  important.  And 
also,  I  think  what  Lyn  is  saying  too 
about  reflecting  what  was  going 
on,  a  lot  of  the  women’s 
movement  and  lesbian  culture  is 
starting  to  go  outside  of  itself.  We 
were  very  contained,  and  there  was 
a  very  strong  lesbian  separatist 
movement.  It’s  done  a  lot  for 
women,  but  women  have  started 
to  hook  up  with  other  minority 
groups  and  see  how  important 
those  links  are.  All  across  the 
country,  the  amount  of  anti-racist 
work  is  incredible.  More  and 
more,  that  contradiction-  is 
becoming  much  more  clear  and 
sharper  to  people. 

LS:  What  is  the  process  by  which 
you  have  either  achieved  an  under¬ 
standing  or  have  been  able  to  work 
together  despite  conflicts?  How 
much  of  that  was  from  talking  to¬ 
gether,  how  much  from  dancing 
together? 

LN:  A  lot  of  studying.  We  all  have 
had  to  study  on  the  outside,  and 
feel  that  that’s  part  of  our  every¬ 
day  life  and  the  work  that  we  do. 
And  talking  together  and  strug¬ 
gling  together  too.  We  have  big 
differences,  so  we  don’t  do  that 
enough.  We  want  to  have  study 
groups  within  ourselves  too,  be¬ 
cause  when  you  don’t,  when  we 
don’t  discuss  things,  our  dif¬ 
ferences  become  really  destructive. 
LS:  But  you’re  not  in  a  common 
study  group? 

LN:  Not  at  this  point,  no. 

LS:  How  has  this  broadening  in 
your  politics  come  out  in  the  kind 
of  dancing  that  you  do? 

KK:  Well,  Collections  for  Her- 
story  [performed  on  their  first 
tour],  that  show  was  strongly  anti¬ 
man.  A  lot  of  men  felt  really 
alienated  at  that  concert,  especial¬ 
ly  if  they  didn’t  have  any 
awareness  around  feminism,  if 
they  didn’t  have  girlfriends  that 
were  feminists.  We  were  very 
angry  and  we  screamed  and  it  was 
very  righteous  anger.  But  out  of 
that  we  have  gone  to  a  more 
positive  thing  of  who  we  are  as 
women  and  we  know  concretely 
the  things  that  we  want  to  change. 


The  feminism  before  was  a 
reaction,  a  very  strong  emotional 
thing  that  was  totally  justified,  but 
out  of  that  reaction  we  have 
developed  a  strong  sense  of  who 
we  are  and  what  we  need  to  do  and 
where  we  need  to  go.  In  the 
concert,  we  do  a  song  about  being 
in  the  collective,  and  putting 
collectives  in  a  context  — 
collectives  can’t  exist  in  capital¬ 
ism,  they  really  can’t  —  so  we 
come  out  for  socialism  and  the  de¬ 
struction  of  imperialism  as 
women;  in  this  world.  That’s  what 
we  want  to  do. 

LS:  Have  you  been  actively  trying 
to  broaden  the  audience  that  you 
perform  for?  In  a  lot  of  ways,  your 
natural  audience  is  the  lesbian 
community. 

LN:  We  want  to  do  that,  but  we 
don’t  have  enough  energy  in  our 
group.  We  know  there’s  things 
that  can  be  done,  but  we  don’t 
have  the  woman  power  to  do  those 
things,  so  we’re  looking  for  a 
manager  because  we  do  want  to  do 
that.  There’s  little  things  like  sell¬ 
ing  tickets  for  half  price  at  run¬ 
away  homes  that  we  try  to  en¬ 
courage  producers  to  do.  But  as 
far  as  actively  reaching  out,  I  think 
that  just  the  content  of  the  show  is 
the  thing  that  has  changed 
audiences  the  most. 

LS:  Have  you  gotten  any  negative 
stuff  from  the  women’s  or  lesbian 
community  in  terms  of  being  feel¬ 
ing  upset  that  you’re  less  anti-, 
man? 

KK:  Our  lesbian  statements  are  so 
powerful.  There’s  something  for 
everybody  and  we’re  so  much 
about  women,  especially  white, 
working  and  middle-class 
women’s  experiences.  Even  if 
you’re  a  lesbian,  you  don’t  feel 
like  you  need  to  talk  about  les¬ 
bianism  in  every  single  dance,  in 
every  single  aspect  of  the  work. 
It’s  so  much  about  being  a  woman. 
Being  a  lesbian  is  not  all  that  we 
are.  And  people  have  given  us  tons 
of  support  for  the  political 
development.  Everyone’s  politics 
are  developing  right  now,  so  it’s 
exciting  to  be  a  part  of  that. 

The  Tour 

LS:  How  long  have  you  been  on 
tour  right.now? 

LN:  A  month  and  a  week.  It’s  a  six 
week  tour  and  we  have  a  week  to 
go. 


LS:  You  say  that  like  you’ll  be  glad 
when  it’s  over. 

LN:  In  a  way.  Not  really.  I  always 
treasure  this  last  week,  because 
then  it’s  over.  But  it’s  been  hard. 
As  a  group  we  are  emotionally  and 
physically  drained. 

LS:  When  you  tour,  is  the  group 
basically  together  all  the  time? 

KK  and  LN:  Yes. 

KK:  We’re  spending  this  time 
going  different  places  in  different 
little  groups,  but  yes,  we’re  all 
staying  right  here  [pointing  to  the 
room  crowded  with  blankets  and 
clothes  and  stuff]. 

LN:  Most  of  the  day,  most  of  the 
24  hours  we  are  in  a  space  this  big, 
as  big  as  this  room  together,  in  the 
dressing  room. 

KK:  In  the  restaurant  we  sit  at  a 
round  table,  we’re  in  this  five  by 
five  space  constantly. 

LS:  How  do  you  stand  it? 

KK:  We  laugh  a  lot.  We  do,  we  try 
to  entertain  each  other  constantly. 
There’s  a  real  thing  in  our  group 
about  being  funny,  so  we  try  to 
amuse  each  other. 

LS:  And  if  people  just  can’t  stand 
it  any  longer  .  .  .  Does  that  ever 
happen? 

KK:  Then  they  just  put  their  heads 
on  their  pillow  and  they  cry.  With 
everybody  sitting  around  and 
watching.  You  don’t  get  much 
privacy.  A  lot  of  us  have  grown  up 
in  big  families,  so  it’s  easier  for 
some  of  us  than  for  others. 

LS:  Do  people  have  jobs  that  you 
do  when  you’re  not  on  tour  for  six 
weeks? 

LN:  Very  part-time  jobs  that  we 
are  able  to  leave. 

KK:  We  don’t  support  ourselves 
by  doing  this. 

LS:  Do  you  want  to?  Does  that 
seem  possible? 

KK:  We’re  thinking  of  moving  to 
Boston. 

LN:  Or  New  York.  Right  now  it’s 
between  those  two.  We  know  we 
want  to  move  East  so  that  we  can 
perform  more. 

KK:  Touring  is  not  fun.  It  is  not  a 
lot  of  fun  with  a  whole  bunch  of 
people,  and  it’s  hard  to  do  it  really 
happily  and  cleanly  and  get  a  lot 
out.  What  we  want  to  do  is  be  able 
to  move  here  and  then  go  away  on 
weekends,  go  to  different  colleges 
in  the  area.  Because  if  you’re  here, 
there’s  a  thousand  places  to 
perform  and  the  money  is  in  the 


schools.  People  that  are  famous 
can  fly,  but  we’re  so  many  that  we 
can’t  fly.  And  we  can’t  move  quick 
enough  to  keep  up  with  what’s 
going  on,  so  we  have  to  get  out  her 
and  hustle  our  butts  off.  Also,  we 
want  to  ground  ourselves  in  the 
politics  that  are  happening  in  our 
town,  so  we’re  anxious  to  be  here 
to  be  able  to  perform  in  demon¬ 
strations,  to  be  able  to  be  part  of 
the  cultural/political  scene, 
especially  in  a  city  that  has  a  lot 
happening,  thriving.  We  want  to 
learn  what  there  is  to  learn.  We 
want  to  be  in  that  high  concen¬ 
tration  of  political  energy. 
Personal  Relationships 
LS:  I  want  to  get  back  to  some  of 
what  you  were  saying  about  inter¬ 
personal  relations  and  how  you 
work  that  out.  How  much  time  do 
you  spend  talking  about  how 
people  are  feeling  about  each 
other?  How  do  you  work  out  the 
tensions  that  come  up  between 
people  in  a  group  that  works 
together  so  intensely  and  is  so 
political? 

LN:  Like  we  said,  we  started  out  as 
a  family,  we  went  back  into  that 
mentality.  The  biggest  thing  that 
we’ve  done  recently  is  gone  to  a 
therapist  from  Radical  Therapy, 
which  gave  us  a  process  to  not  be  a 
family,  but  to  be  a  group  of  people 
making  decisions.  We  divided  our 
decision-making  process  into  three 
kinds  of  decisions:  big,  life  and 
death  decisions;  voting  decisions; 
and  consensus  minus  one,  the 
middle  ground.  Life  and  death 
would  be  consensus.  So  we  have 
more  of  a  process.  We  know  that 
we  need  to  have  meetings  to  talk 
about  feelings  every  once  in  a 
while,  but  we  let  that  go  longer 
than  we  should  a  lot  of  times.  We 
talk  about  different  things  — 
about  moving  here,  about  what 
happens  when  Laurel  quits,  about 
who  we’re  going  to  look  for  and 
what  do  we  want.  But  we  let  those 
things  go  sometimes. 

LS:  What  are  the  kinds  of  tensions 
that  come  up  in  the  group? 

KK:  Political  tensions,  ideas,  ways 
of  doing  things,  money,  people 
wanting  to  make  more  money  than 
other  people,  and  people  wanting 
to  make  more  money  but  not 
wanting  to  perform.  A  lot  of 
contradictions  in  this  kind  of  life. 

Continued  on  Page  11 
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Continued  from  Page  10 
Flippancy  —  we’re  very  funny  but 
we’re  also  very  sarcastic  with  each 
other  and  sometimes  someone  is 
not  in  the  mood  for  sarcasm. 
Sometimes  you’re  not  in  the  mood 
for  five  people  telling  you  how  you 
look.  I  would  say  political  tensions 
are  the  ones  that  are  the  heaviest 
—  how  to  put  out  your  ideas  and 
what  is  rhetoric.  There  are 
struggles  over  it  —  “this  is 
rhetorical,  no  it  isn’t,  yes  it  is,  no  it 
isn’t.”  How  to  resolve  that,  how 
to  do  the  proper  outreach,  how  to 
do  outreach  without  becoming 
upper  class.  There  are  just  tons 
and  tons  of  contradictions  that 
have  to  be  worked  out.  Every  day 
you  have  to  make  decisions,  and 
those  bring  out  the  tensions. 

LS:  What  about  personality 
tensions  in  the  group,  or  sexual 
tensions,  how  do  those  get  worked 
out,  or  have  they  gotten  worked 
out? 

KK:  Well,  at  one  pdint  we  used  to 
sleep  with  each  other,  and  we 
don’t  any  more.  It  was  hard,  it  was 
really  hard.  And  I  think  it’s  better 
now  that  we  don’t.  And  there  are  a 
lot  of  in-group  type  tensions. 
Who’s  cool  to  be  with  and  who 
isn’t.  I  mean,  it’s  so  much  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  how  we’ve  been  brought  up 
to  be  together  as  women  —  from 
sororities,  from  high  school,  from 
junior  high.  It’s  not  that  each  one 
of  us  personally  is  fucked  up  or 
competitive,  but  we  all  internalize 
capitalism.  We  are  five  or  six 
grown  women  trying  to  work  to¬ 
gether,  and  sometimes  we  agt  like 
we’re  two  years  old.'  We  get  mad 
and  we  just  don’t  talk  with  that 
person  all  day  long  —  we  try  to 
hurt  their  feelings.  We  do  crap  to 
each  other,  and  we  'try  not  to. 

LS:  The  group  included  some  les¬ 
bians  and  some  non-lesbians,  is 
that  correct? 

KK:  It’s  half  and  half. 


LS:  Has  that  created  tensions? 
•LN:  It  hasn’t  created  tensions.  At 
one  time  we’ve  all  been  lesbians 

KK:  And  we’ve  all  been  hetero¬ 
sexuals,  too.  I  can  see  that  for  a  lot 
of  women  who  have  been  lesbians 
since  they  were  really  little,  as 
children,  and  they  have  really  felt 
the  lesbian  oppression,  it’s  harder 
to  be  around  straight  women.  But 
we  have  been  in  and  out  of  being 
lesbians  and  then  heterosexuals 
and  back  again, 

LN:  The  only  time  the  tension  has 
been  there  was  where  there  was 
tension  in  our  community.  Our 
audiences  would  come  up  to  us 
and  say,  “who  is  a  lesbian  and 
who’s  not.  If  you’re  a  non-lesbian, 
I  just  can’t  watch  you  because 
there’s  a  heterosexual.” 

KK:  And  that  would  divide  us, 
freak  us  out.  Bitt  I  think  we’re  all 
solid  enough  in  our  sexuality  at 
this  point.  And  also,  the  women’s 
movement  is  not  so  concerned 
about  lesbianism  —  I  mean  that 
you  have  to  be  a  lesbian  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  —  as  it  used  to  be.  My 
experience  in  Wallflower  of  les¬ 
bians  becoming  heterosexual,  or 
having  relationships  with  men,  is 
that  it  is  a  back  and  forth  process, 
and  on  a  political  level  that  hasn’t 
created  a  tension.  We  try  to 
encourage  people  to  have 
relationships  they  feel  strong  in.  In 
Eugene,  Oregon,  I’ve  seen  women 
relating  to  other  women  and  they 
have  not  been  healthy  relation¬ 
ships,  as  much  as  they’ve  wanted 
to  be,  you  know.  A  lot  of  women 
give  up  their  power  with  other 
women.  So  we  at  this  point  want  to 
encourage  everyone  to  have  prin¬ 
cipled  relationships,  and  to  under¬ 
stand  where  their  relationship  fits 
in  terms  of  socio-impact.  We  want 
heterosexuals  to  understand  their 
privilege  in  relation  to  lesbians  but 
not  to  across  the  board  say  we’re 
not  going  to  work  with  you  unless 
you’re  a  lesbian. 


krt 

LS:  In  Boston  a  few  months  ago 
they  had  the  Great  American  Les¬ 
bian  Art  Show,  and  around  that 
people  were  talking  about  whether 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  lesbian  art 
as  opposed  to  a  women’s  art  and 
what  any  of  that  meant. 

KK:  As  soon  as  you  said  “lesbian 
art,”  what  came  to  my  mind  was 
vagina  imagery  that  Judy  Chicago 
[The  Dinner  Party]  has  really 
,  developed  and  talked  about  a 
whole  lot.  When  I  think  of  who  the 
lesbian  artists  are,  I  mostly  think 
of  power  and  a  joyful  affirmation 
of  life,  and  a  real  concern  for 
politics  that  comes- out  of  the  les¬ 
bian  experience. 

LN:  I  don’t  know  if  there’s  a 
lesbian  art.  But  there’s  another 
dance  collective  that  we  used  to 
dance  with  —  these  women  that 
broke  off  and  they’re  dancing 
down  in  Santa  Cruz,  California. 
One  woman  told  us  once  that  she 
thought  what  they  lacked  was  the 
internal  tension  that  we  had 
because  we  had  all  slept  together 
—  because  we  had  been  lesbians 
together.  There  was  some  kind  of 
internal  excitement  that  came  out 
of  us,  whereas  these  women  were 
all  feminists,  some  of  them  were 
lesbians,  too.  It  seems  as  if  that 
comes  across  —  the  amount  that 
we  love  each  other.  We’re  more 
than  just  a  collective  of  feminists. 
That  could  be  a  difference  and 
something  that  we’ve  always 
gotten  a  lot  of  appreciation  for  is 
the  strength  in  our  bodies.  We 
want  to  share  that.  I  think  in  our 
taste,  it  might  have  a  difference. 
Our  audiences  have  been  a  lot  les¬ 
bian  audiences  and  that’s  where 
we’ve  taken  our  support  from. 
KK:  At  this  point  I  think  there  are 
so  many  lesbians  doing  art.  I  just 
read  an  interview  with  one  woman 
and  she  was  saying,  “I’m  a  musi¬ 
cian  first.  I  want  to  be  known  as  a 
musician  above  and  beyond  any- 


and  that  doesn’t  seem  like  a  neces- 
sarily  progressive  statement,  on  an 
artistic  level  or  on  a  political  level. 

I  guess  at  this  point' there’s  such  a 
large  range  that  it’s  really  hard  to 
pin  down  what  a  lesbian  is.  What 
do  all  lesbians  have  as  artists  in 
common?  .  .  .  We’re  all  women. 
LS:  Do  you  people  feel  like  stars? 
KK:  Hardly.  We  could  very  easily, 
I’m  sure.  But  there’s  so  many  of 
us.  None  of  us  get  really  singled 
out  as  being  special,  and  we  hardly 
have  star  conditions  [pointing  to 
the  crowded  room].  We  work  so 
hard  for  so  little  money.  I  think 
what  we’re  all  happy  about  is  that 
we  have  got  something  to  do  that 
we  really  love,  and  that  we’ve 
working  hard  and  that  we’re 
connected  with  the  people.  We 
really  want  that,  and  I  think  that’s 
what  comes  across  in  the  work  that 
we  do.  Although  we’d  like  to  make 
more  money,  none  of  us  is  seeking 
some  sort  of  grandiose  fame,  and 
that  kind  of  lifestyle.  I  think  we’re 
just  satisfied  to  be  working  so  hard 
and  so  consciously. 

LS:  It’s  very  easy  to  romanticize 
the  collective  because  it  is  a  col¬ 
lective  and  you  have  each  other 
and  you’re  doing  this  very 
meaningful  stuff,  politically,  and 
you’re  getting  to  do  something 
which  you  all  love  to  do,  which  is 
to  dance.  So,  are  you  happy  all  the 
time? 

LN:  It  is  satisfying.  I  am  doing 
what  I  want  to  do  and  feel  good  in 
that  way.  I’m  being  induced  to 
grow  in  ways  that  I  think  are  good. 
But  we’re  not  always  happy.  It’s 
very  hard  work.  And  sometimes 
it’s  just  like  standing  on  an  earth¬ 
quake  —  it  could  fall  right  out 
from  under  me.  If  somebody 
broke  their  leg  on  this  tour,  or  one 
of  us  is  quitting,  so  what  are  we 
going  to  do.  And  our  politics  are 
changing.  What  if  they  change  so 
drastically  that  we  can’t  do  this. 
It’s  just  like  anyone  else’s  life, 


thing  else.”  Well,  she’s  a  lesbian,  there’s  a  lot  of  unhappiness. 


booksmith 


KK:  I  think  right  now  you  have 
people  in  the  group  that  are  really 
driven  to  perform  and  to  dance. 
And  people  who  are  driven  to 
become  really  clear  politically.  So 
there’s  a  lot  of  drive  and  deter¬ 
mination  that  pushes  past  the  un¬ 
happiness.  People  are  unhappy, 
but  if  you’re  really  unhappy,  you 
quit.  And  that’s  what’s  happen¬ 
ing.  Laurel  is  quitting,  Linda  has 
quit  and  Alex  has  quit,  because 
they  want  to  do  something  else 
instead  of  this.  So  that’s  ok. 

Race 

LS:  1  want  to  ask  how  you  do  anti¬ 
racist  work  and  outreach  into 
minority  and  third  world  com¬ 
munities.  That  is  such  a  critical 
question,  especially  for  an  all- 
white  group.  First,  are  most  of 
your  audiences  predominantly 
white? 

KK:  By  far.  The  proportion  is 
even  absurd  to  talk  about.  I  guess 
our  anti-racist  work  at  this  point 
gets  incorporated  and  interpreted 
and  visualized  mostly  around  anti¬ 
imperialist  work.  We  do  a  piece 
about  Chile,  we  do  a  fairy  tale 
about  the  history  and  the  story  of 
imperialism,  we  do  a  prison  piece 
that  was  inspired  off  of  going  to 
Jessup,  which  is  a  women’s  prison 
where  80%  of  the  women  there  are 
black.  So  that’s  sort  of  how  we 
deal  with  it  in  our  concerts.  And  in 
our  communities  I  in  particular 
work  with  a  group  called  the 
African  People’s  Socialist  Party 
Solidarity  Committee,  which  is  a 
black,  socialist,  nationalist  group 
in  the  United  States  which  has 
organized  white  people  to  give 
material  aid  to  them.  At  this  point 
we  haven’t  been  able  to  include  a 
woman  of  color  into  our  group. 
We’ve  done  some  sort  of  outreach 
on  'that,  but  it’s  very  hard 
for  one  person  of  color  to  come 
into  a  very  established  white 
women’s  group  that’s  got  a  whole 
history  together.  We  realize  that 
continued  on  page  12 
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Voices  in  the  Night  chapter  Five 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 
[Thanks  to  M.  B.J 

In  this  chapter,  Ann  Morgen- 
thal  rejoins  the  adult  education 
class  she  teaches,  on  the  morning 
after  her  lover,  Bell  Norton  found 
one  of  the  students  in  the  class, 
Josie  MacMillan  passed  out  in  the 
doorway  of  the  apartment.  Josie, 
like  Ann,  had  been  returning  from 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Brimpton 
Street  Self  Protection  Association, 
a  meeting  called  by  Ann’s  neigh¬ 
bor,  Manny  Brighton,  to  organize 
locally  against  the  growing  vio¬ 
lence  against  lesbians  and  gays  in 
the  neighborhood.  Abo  at  the 
meeting  was  Sam,  a  man  dressed  in 
leather. 

Hui  seemed  more  genuinely  up¬ 
set  than  anyone  at  the  news  of 
Josie’s  mugging.  “The  Josie,”  he 
had  asked  Ann  immediately  when 
she  did  not  appear  in  her  seat  next 
to  him.  “She  is  ill?”  When  Ann 
explained  what  had  happened, 
Hui  looked  shaken.  “There  was 
no  one  with  her  on  this  street  in  the 
night  time?”  he  asked.  “She  has 
the  same  age  as  have  my  mother,” 
he  explained.  “I  have  not  asked 
her  the  age,  she  has  told  me,  in 
spontaneity.”  On  the  first  break 
he  approached  Ann  again.  “Will 
it,  for  example,  be  permissible  to 
take  to  the  hospital  the  flower 
bouquet?” 

So  that  when  Ann  herself  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  hospital  late  that  after¬ 
noon,  Hui’s  flower  bouquet  — 
two  fragrant  white  fuchsia,  a  small 
buttoned-up  yellow  bud  of  some 
kind,  and  a  coral  rose,  its  petals 
unfolded  in  scallop  around  the 
tight  inner  bud,  were  in  prominent 
display  on  the  bureau. 

“Look,  here’s  my  teacher.  I 
knew  she  would  come!”  Josie  said 
excitedly,  sitting  up  in  bed  and  ges¬ 
turing  to  her  hospital  roommate,  a 
deathly  pale  blonde  young  woman 
with  a  bruised  face  and  two  black 
eyes.  Josie  herself  looked  ani¬ 
mated  and  almost  royal  with  the 
white  bandage  which  swathed  her 
forehead  like  a  crown.  “I  was  just 
saying  to  Lina  here,  ain’t  it  some¬ 
thing,”  she  said.  “You  join  a  com¬ 
mittee  against  mugging,  and  the 
same  night  -you  get  yourself 
mugged!  Well,  the  Lord  works  in 
mysterious  ways,  like  my.  friend 
Fran  used  to  say.  Now  Lina  here, 
she  could  use  a  committee  too, 
couldn’t  you  honey?” 

Lina  lifted  a  languid  hand  to  her 
poor  hurt  face.  “Listen,  to  stop 
that  maniac  I  woulda  needed  more 
than  a  committee,”  she  said, 
almost  proudly.  “It  woulda  took 
the  whole  police  force  with  maybe 
some  help  from  the  National 
Guard.” 

“Ain’t  it  a  shame,”  Josie  stage- 


whispered  to  Ann.  “A  sweet  girl 
like  that,  out  on  the  streets.  And 
she  ain’t  had  one  visitor  since  she 
been  here.  1  told  her  she  could 
share  mine.  I  had  that  sweet  kid 
Huey  to  see  me  already,  will  ya 
look  at  the  flowers  he  left  me,  they 
specialize  in  flower  arrangement, 
the  Vietnamese,  and  you  can  tell 
can’t  you?  And  you  know  what 
else,  I  got  a  call  from  a  reporter! 
You  know  that  paper,  Gay 
Controversial  Networks' ?  I  used  to 
take  a  look  at  it  myself  sometimes, 
I’m  not  much  a  reader,  but  I  was 
thinking  about  answering  one  of 
them  personals  you  know,  anyway 
this  cute  little  reporter  from  there 
called  to  say  she  wanted  to 
interview  me.  ’Course  I  don’t 
know  for  sure  if  she’s  cute,  but  she 
sounded  real  femme,  one  of  them 
high,  sort  of  educated  voices,  you 
know?  Said  she  might  want  a 
picture.”  Ann  wasn’t  surprised  at 
this,  as  she  had  called  GCN  herself 
that  morning  and  suggested  that 
someone  might  want  to  interview 
Josie.  But  she  did  steal  a  look  at 
Lina  to  see  how  she  was  taking  all 
this.  “Don’t  worry  about  her” 
Josie  was  quick  to  reassure  her.  “I 
told  her  my  whole  life  story 
already,  and  she  wasn’t  shocked.” 

“Listen,  I  got  nothing  against 
bull  daggers,”  Lina  agreed,  “I  go 
with  bull  daggers  sometimes,  and 
ain’t  no  bull  dagger  ever  pulled  a 
crazy  on  me  like  that  limp  prick 
did  last  night!  You  don’t  want  to 
do  something,  you  tell  them  and 
that’s  that.” 

“I  brought  you  a  couple  of 
books.”  Ann  felt  a  little  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  the  turn  the  conver¬ 
sation  was  taking.  She  laid  paper¬ 
back  copies  of  Rubyfruit  Jungle 
and  Patience  and  Sara  on  the  bed 
as  a  woman  she  recognized  as  a 
reporter  from  GCN  knocked  and 
came  in. 

“Huh!”  Josie  didn’t  bother  to 
conceal  her  disappointment  at  the 
reporter’s  short  hair,  peacoat,  and 
heavy  boots.  “You  never  can  tell 
from  the  voice,  can  you.  You  ask 
this  lady  here  about  the  commit¬ 
tee,”  she  told  Helen,  the  reporter, 
while  pointing  to  Ann.  “She’s  my 
teacher,  see,  she  just  brung  me 
these  books.  Leave  it  to  a  school 
teacher,  huh?  She  can  say  it  better 
than  I  can.  I’ll  just  tell  you  about 
what  happened  to  me,  seeing  that 
that’s  something  only  me  knows. 
Seeing  that  my  dog,  Tiny,  can’t 
talk.  Listen  Ann,  you  ask  the 
butcher  down  at  the  market  for 
some  bones,  he  needs  them  for  his 
teeth.  And  if  he  gets  his  asthma 
bad,  just  put  a  little  whiskey  in  his 
bowl.  Warm  it  first,  though.  And 
you  tell  that  sweet  little  girlfriend 
of  yours  not  to  pay  no  mind  to 
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what  an  old  lady  says.  Nice  enough 
to  stop  in  the  street  and  help 
someone  and  then  get  called 
names!  I  bet  she  was  fuming, 
wasn’t  she?” 

As  Ann  left,  Josie  was  telling 
Helen  a  version  of  the  attack  in 
which  she  had  singlehandedly  held 
off  a  marauding  band  of  10  to  15 
armed  criminals.  “Yellow,  white, 
black,  they  was  some  of  all  of 
’em,”  she  was  saying.  “Crime 
don’t  know  no  color,  and  you  can 
quote  me  on  that.”  Ann  was  glad 
that  she  herself  had  given  a  shorter 
version  of  the  attack  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  Helen  on  the  phone  that 
morning.  Helen  had  asked  her  if 
she  had  any  objection  to  having 
her  name  in  print,  especially  if  the 
city  paper,  The  Sphere,  decided  to 
cover  the  story,  and  Ann  had  ag¬ 
reed.  It  was  unlikely  that  The 
Sphere  would  be  interested  any¬ 
way,  she’d  decided,  and  one  had 
to  take  some  risks  in  this  life. 

*  *  * 

Nevertheless,  Ann  was  not  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  curious  silence  which 
greeted  her  when  she  came  to  class 
the  next  morning.  The  usually  pre¬ 
occupied  and  noisy  students  sat 
staring  at  her  until  she  asked 
whether  her  shirt  was  on  inside  out 
or  something.  This  sally  was 
greeted  by  a  nervous  giggle.  It  was 
clear  that  no  one  was  going  to 
come  out  with  it.  “Josie  says  hello 
to  all  of  you,”  she  finally  tried  for 
normalcy.  “Hui  and  I  saw  her  yes¬ 
terday  and  she  says  she  should  be 
with  us  again  by  Monday.” 

Finally  Frieda  Edwards,  an  out¬ 
spoken  young  woman  with  four 
small  children  at  home  with  her 
mother,  spoke  up.  “W e  know  you 
saw  her,”  she  said,  in  a  loud 
somber  voice.  “It  was  in  the 
paper.”  Ann’s  stomach  was  sud¬ 
denly  somewhere  around  her 
boots. 

“Would  someone  care  to  show 
me  the  paper?”  she  asked.  Again, 
they  all  looked  at  one  another, 
silently. 

Finally,  “Oh  come  on  you-all, 
this  ain’t  junior  high  school!”  said 
Frieda.  She  fished  in  her  volumi- 

Wallflower 

Continued  from  Page  11 
we  have  to  start  somewhere,  but 
we  have  to  make  sure  that  it’s  done 
in  a  really,  really  good  way.  I  think 
this  question  of  racism  and 
however  it  gets  transferred  is  so 
important  because  it  just  shows 
the  bigger  possibilities  for  the 
women’s  movement  to  really  hook 
up.  A  real  revolution  in  this 
country  is  possible  if  wedges  aren’t 
driven  by  the  government.  The 
government  drives  wedges 
between  women’s  groups  and 
black  people  because  that  alliance 
is  super  powerful.  The  women’s 
movement  is  so  developed  and  the 
black  movement  has  so  much 
potential,  that  if  a  really  good  al¬ 
liance  was  hooked  up  between 
those  two,  anything  would  be  pos¬ 
sible.  So  over  and  over  and  over 
again,  the  state  is  trying  to  smash, 
to  drive  wedges  between  those  two 
groups.  In  our  community  there’s 
tons  and  tons  of  work  going  into 
organizing  the  white  community  to 
give  support.  Eugene  is  a  very 
white,  middle-class  town  with  a  lot 
of  people  who  are  moving  in  that 
direction  and  there’s  a  lot  of  re¬ 
sources  there.  A  lot  of  aid  is  turned 
over  to  the  black  community.  And 
that’s  a  way  Wallflower  has  been 
able  to  work.  We  participate  in 
their  demonstrations;  we  partici¬ 
pate  in  their  rallies;  we  do  some  of 
their  door  to  door  campaigning  in 
order  to  work  in  anti-racist 
activity,  rather  than  doing  it 
directly  in  the  Wallflower  experi¬ 
ence.  We’re  not  saying  that’s  not 
what  we  don’t  want  to  do  either  — 
having  an  operation  that  people 
could  move  in  and  out  of.  That 
would  be  more  of  a  multi-racial 
experience  than  a  white  women’s 
experience,  and  it  is  at  this  point  a 


nous  purse  and  pulled  out  a  folded 
copy  of  that  morning’s  Sphere. 
There,  on  the  “Living”  page,  was 
a  large,  photograph  of  a  bandage- 
swathed  Josie  reading  Rubyfruit 
Jungle.  “Gay  student  receives 
comfort  and  books  from  gay 
teacher  after  mugging,”  read  the 
caption.  Underneath,  the  story 
read: 

“My  teacher  brought  me  this,” 
said  self-proclaimed  homosexual 
Josie  MacMillan,  holding  up  a 
copy  of  the  controversial  novel 
about  lesbian  sex,  Rubyfruit 
Jungle,  as  she  lay  in  her  bed  at  City 
Hospital  last  night.  “She’s  gay  too, 
so  she  understands  me.” 

Indeed,  both  MacMillan  and  her 
teacher,  Ann  Morgenthal  had  at¬ 
tended  a  meeting  on  the  very  issue 
of  self-protection  for  lesbians  and 
gays  on  the  night  the  elderly  homo¬ 
sexual  was  mugged  in  the  stairway 
of  her  Brimpton  Street 
apartment.” 

Ann  took  as  long  as  she  could  to 
read  the  story.  She  wished  she 
could  go  home  and  talk  to  Bell, 
figure  out  the  proper  action  to 
take,  and  come  back  to  class  with 
it  tomorrow.  But  it  was  today,  and 
they  were  all  looking  at  her  with 
those  curiously  blank,  frightening 
expressions.  She  felt  like  she  was  in 
a  movie.  She  decided  to  at  least 
make  them  ask  outright.  “Is  there 
something  here  that  upsets  you?” 
she  asked  blandly.  “Is  there  some¬ 
thing  you’d  like  to  know?” 

“Yeah.”  Charlie  Wilton,  the 
ex-cop  in  the  back  row,  put  his 
dirty  feet  up  on  the  desk  as  he 
spoke. 

“I  can’t  hear  you  over  your 
feet,”  Ann  interrupted  him,  be¬ 
cause  she  was  damned  if  she  was 
going  to  be  treated  with  that  kind 
of  rudeness  in  her  own  classroom. 

With  a  great  show  of  reluctance, 
he  took  them  down  and  said, 
“Like,  I’m  giving  you  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  Sometimes  they’ll 
say  anything  to  sell  a  paper.  So  are 
you  or  aren’t  you?” 

“I’m  afraid  I  don’t  understand 
your  question.  ”  Let  him  choke  on 
the  word,  she  thought. 

“A  ...  homosexual,”  he 


white  woman’s  experience. 

LS:  Have  you  ever  played  to 
largely  black  audiences? 

LN:  At  the  prison,  we  performed 
to  a  largely  black  audience.  They 
liked  us. 

Class 

LS:  What’s  the  class  background 
of  everyone  in  the  group? 

KK:  Middle,  middle,  middle,  mid¬ 
dle,  working. 

LN:  The  newest  member  is  work¬ 
ing-class. 

KK:  I  think  we’ve  learned  a  lot  in 
the  last  year  about  our  own  op¬ 
pressions  —  about  her  oppression 
being  working-class,  about  our  op¬ 
pression  as  women.  The  things  she 
experiences  as  a  working-class 
women  is  because  of  a  class  thing, 
and  not  because  she  personally  is 
fucked  up  somewhere  along  the 
line  and  she  is  no  good  and  just  in¬ 
secure  about  herself. 

Dance 

LS:  How  do  you  see  yourselves 
technically  as  dancers?  Do  you 
study,  take  classes? 

LN:  We  try  to  take  classes  all  the 
time.  When  we’re  touring,  we 
can’t  take  as  many  classes,  but 
that’s  part  of  our  life  too. 

LS:  In  addition  to  your  politics 
changing,  has  the  style  of  how  you 
dance  changed? 

KK:  I  think  we’re  just  trying  to  get 
more  and  more  clear  on  our 
politics  and  more  and  more  clear 
on  our  technique. 

LN:  In  our  community  we  all 
started  taking  Kung  Fu  because 
there  was  a  women’s  Kung  Fu  class 
and  a  lot  of  friends  took  it.  We 
studied  that  for  a  long  time  and 
that’s  part  of  our  dance  technique 
which  is  a  really  strong,  ground¬ 
ing,  centered  kind  of  movement 
which  is  very  different  from  dance, 


Finally  spit  it  out.  And  then, 
strangely,  “I  mean,  we  got  some 
young  ladies  present  in  the  room!” 

“I’m  not  sure  of  the  relevance 
of  your  last  comment,”  Ann  said, 
“but,  yes,  I  am  a  lesbian,  which  is 
the  term  I  prefer,  when  you  discuss 
it  among  yourselves.  For  now,  I 
think  you  all  had  two  chapters  for 
this  morning?”  She  was  almost 
sure  that  she  would  have  carried  it 
off,  if  the  program  secretary 
hadn’t  appeared  at  the  door  at  just 
that  moment.  It  was  certainly  an 
action-filled  movie. 

“Mr.  King  would  like  to  see  you 
in  his  office.  Miss  Morgenthal,” 
she  said.  “He  suggested  that  you 
leave  the  class  some  desk  work?” 
*  *  * 

Three  hours  later,  Ann  looked 
suspiciously  at  the  leather-clad 
figure  hovering  awkwardly  at  her 
door.  She’d  come  home  after  the 
awful  interview  with  Mr.  King  to 
find  that  the  damn  dog  had 
chewed  up  her  journal.  Bell  was  on 
the  night  shift  and  wouldn’t  be 
home  until  eleven,  and  all  her 
other  friends  were  at  work,  so 
there  was  no  one  to  talk  to  about 
what  had  happened  to  her.  And 
now  here  was  this  creep  whose 
motorcycle  chain  belt  and  black 
jacket  unpleasantly  reminded  her 
of  Charlie  Wilton  the  cop,  and  of 
those  terrible  marks  on  Lina’s 
face,  in  the  hospital.  “Here’s 
someone  who  does  that  kind  of 
thing  for  fun!”  was  all  she  could 
think.  She  would  not  ask  him  in. 

“Uh,  I  saw  that  story  in  The 
Sphere,  said  Sam.  “I  remembered 
you  were  a  teacher,  and  hoped  you 
didn’t  get  in  trouble  behind  it. 
And  uh,  I  thought  you  might  want 
me  to  take  Tiny,  I  got  three'  dogs 
myself,  so  it  won’t  be  any  extra 
trouble.  Josie  seemed  real  attached 
to  him.” 

“Yeah,  you  can  have  Tiny  with 
my  blessings,  come  on  in,”  she 
agreed,  sorry  that  she’d  reacted  to 
him  the  way  her  class  had  reacted 
to  her.  “Don’t  expect  me  to  be 
human  though,  I  just  had  one  of 
the  worst  mornings  of  my  whole 
life.” 


and  that  kind  of  reflects  the 
feminism,  too. 

LS:  How  much  time  do  you  spend, 
when  you’re  living  your  regular 
life,  if  there  is  such  a  thing,  doing 
Wallflower  rehearsals  and  related 
discussions  and  business? 

LN:  It  depends.  Throughout  the 
year  it’s  real  different.  When  we 
were  doing  this  concert  we  spent 
four  to  five  months  —  eight  hours 
a  day  —  six  days  a  week.  We 
rehearse  pretty  much  before  a  con¬ 
cert,  when  we’re  making  up  a  con¬ 
cert. 

LS:  And  you  work  in  addition  to 
this. 

KK:  And  we  take  ballet  classes 
everyday,  too.  And  have  lovers. 
LN:  And  do  political  work.  In 
between  tours  we  also  do  all  of  our 
own  business,  so  we  all  take  on  a 
lot  of  business  hours.  That’s  why 
we’re  not  totally  happy. 

KK:  We  didn’t  work  so  hard  this 
summer  though.  It  comes  in 
spurts.  We  work  really  hard  for  six 
or  seven  months,  and  then  we  have 
the  summer  to  do  our  jobs.  There 
are  some  compulsive  workers  in 
this  group  —  some  workaholics. 
LS:  Do  you  have  time  in  all  of  this 
to  appreciate  yourselves  and  what 
you’re  doing? 

LN:  We  don’t  appreciate  each 
other  enough  collectively.  That’s 
part  of  that  classic  thing  that  we 
neglect.  Because  we  are  all  so  self- 
critical,  high  achievers  —  we’ve 
been  bred  to  be  high  achievers,  so 
we  put  that  out  on  each  other  a 
little  bit. 

LS:  Is  there  anything  I  haven’t 
asked  that  you  would  like  to  say? 

Humor 

KK:  I  think  that  one  thing  that  we 
do  that  other  groups  aren’t  able  to 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Mormon 

Continued  from  Page  9 

“We  are  so  exalted  that  we  are 
not  allowed  to  manage  the  budget 
for  our  own  women’s  auxiliary,” 
she  told  a  reporter  for  Newsweek. ! 
And  for  Ms.  magazine,  she  stated, 
“The  pedestal,  as  a  symbol  of 
women’s  immobilization  and  isola¬ 
tion  in  our  male-centered  society, 
more  than  any  other  symbol  —  the 
doll’s  house,  the  gilded  cage  — 
reveals  our  savage  misogyny.”6 

It  is  ironic  that  the  strength  and 
courage  traditionally  associated 
with  the  Mormon  woman’s  need  to 
help  her  family  and  church  mem¬ 
bers  in  need,  has  now,  with  John¬ 
son,  been  turned  on  the  patriarchy 
of  the  Church  itself.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  women  from  any  other  re¬ 
ligion  in  this  country  being  so  seri¬ 
ous  in  their  rage  as  to  chain  them¬ 
selves  to  a  Temple  gate. 

The  Church’s  misogyny  is  no¬ 
where  so  obvious  than  in  one  of  the 
methods  it  uses  to  “treat”  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  anonymous  writer  of 
Prologue  reveals  that  time  and 
again,  a  young  man  who  has  come 
in  sorrow  to  his  bishop  for  help  with 
his  sexual  problems  will  be  advised 
to  indulge  in  the  evil  of  premarital 
sex.  Thus,  in  the  eyes  of  the  church, 
the  all-important  purity  of  the  vir¬ 
gin  is  actually  less  important  than 
the  heterosexuality  of  the  man.  The 
person  who  wrote  the  Prologue  is 
obviously  horrified  at  the  hypocrisy 
which  is  found  in  the  workings  of 
the  religion. 

For  a  gentile  (all  non-Mormons 
are  gentiles)  to  get  a  true  picture  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  young  man  in 
the  Mormon  Church,  it  is  necessary 
to  read  the  work  of  someone  who 
advises  young  men:  someone  like 
Boyd  K.  Packer.  In  a  pamphlet 
based  on  an  address  given  to  the 
Priesthood  Session  of  the  General 
Conference,  Oct.  2,  1976,  Bishop 
Packer  spoke  out  firmly  about 
practices  to  be  avoided  by  a  good 
LDS  youth: 

Within  your  body  you  have  the 
power  of  creation  .  .  .  When  this 
power  begins  to  form,  it  may  be 
likened  to  having  a  little  factory  in 
your  body,  one  designed  to  produce 
the  product  that  can  generate  life 
...  As  you  move  closer  to  man¬ 
hood,  this  little  factory  will 


sometimes  produce  an  oversupply 
of  this  substance  .  .  .  The  Lord  has 
provided  a  way  for  that  to  be 
released  .  .  .  One  night  you  will 
haveadream.  In  thecourseof  it  the 
release  valve  that  controls  the  fac¬ 
tory  will  open  and  release  all  that  is 
excess  .  .  .  There  is  something  you 
should  not  do.  Sometimes  a  young 
man  does  not  understand.  Perhaps 
he  is  encouraged  by  unwise  or 
unworthy  companions  to  tamper 
with  that  factory.  He  might  fondle 
himself  and  open  that  release  valve 
...  Do  not  be  guilty  of  tampering 
or  playing  with  this  sacred  power  of 
creation.  Keep  it  for  a  time  when  it 
can  be  righteously  employed.7 
He  goes  on  to  say  that  this  evil  is  but 
a  minor  transgression  and  that  the 
Lord  still  loves  the  masturbator  (no, 
he  never  uses  the  word.)  But  there  is 
a  major  transgression  that  he  is 
loath  to  mention,  but  mention  it  he 
does: 

There  are  some  circumstances  in 
which  young  men  may  be  tempted 
to  handle  one  another,  to  have 
contact  with  one  another  physically 
in  unusual  ways.  Latter  Day  Saint 
young  men  are  not  to  do  this. 
Church  leaders  consider  homo¬ 
sexuality  an  “evil  habit”  like  mas¬ 
turbation.  They  believe  it  can  be 
cured  with  a  combination  of  posi¬ 
tive  -thinking  and  behavioral 
therapy.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Brigham  Young  University  leads 
the  nation  in  the  continued  use  of 
electric  shock  therapy,  as  is  reported 
in  the  Prologue. 

And  what  happens  to  the  young 
men  (and,  more  rarely,  young 
women)  who  find  out  that  after 
they’ve  burned  their  arms  and 
brains  with  electricity,  after  they’ve 
spent  long  hours  concentrating  on 
sexual  fantasies  of  the  opposite  sex, 
after  they’ve  done  everything  the 
Church  has  told  them  to  do,  they 
are  still  homosexual  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  always  be?  The  Church  offers 
two  possibilities:  either  they  marry 
and  raise  a  family  (like  all  other 
good  members)  and  spend  the  rest 
of  their  lives  imprisoned  in  a  hypo¬ 
critical  role,  or  they  live  their  lives  as 
openly  gay  people  and  allow  all 
association  with  the  Church  to  be 
severed. 

Perhaps  the  hardest  hit  by  the 
archaic  LDS  doctrines  are  the 
returned  gay  missionaries.  Travel¬ 


ing  on  bicycle  or  foot,  wearing  dark 
suits  with  skinny  ties  —  always  in 
twos  —  the  LDS  missionary  may  be 
seen  in  most  of  the  great  cities  of  the 
Western  World.  Many  a  young,  gay 
Mormon  man  has  come  out  when 
on  his  mission.  I  asked  a  friend, 
what  happened  when  these  young 
men  come  home:  “If  they  do  decide 
to  come  back  home,  they  either 
come  home  and  don’t  live  a  gay  life 
or  decide  to  be  gay  and  go  out  on 
their  own.  A  problem  is  making 
that  break.  And  even  when  they  do 
make  the  break  there’s  a  lot  of  the 
religious  philosophies  that  are  so 
ingrained  in  them  that  they’re  like 
their  own  personal  philosophies, 
such  as  premarital  sex  and  things 
like  that.  And  going  into  bars  .  .  . 
they  refuse  to  go  into  bars.  It’s  very 
hard  for  them  to  function  being  gay 
and  not  going  into  bars  and  without 
having  sex  without  commitment.” 

There  is  a  group  for  gay  Mor¬ 
mons,  called  Affirmation,  but 
many  shun  it  because  it’s  so  full  of 
police  spies  and  church  spies. 

Trapped  between  a  church  which 
considers  them  the  worst  of  sinners, 
and  the  gay  community  which  con¬ 
siders  them  hopelessly  square,  the 
LDS  homosexual  is  either  radical¬ 
ized,  or  exhausted  by  walking  the 
line  in  between.  It’s  no  wonder  how 
little  coherence  there  is  in  the  local 
gay  society. 

As  in  other  towns,  it’s  a  wonder 
that  anyone  is  out  at  all.  I  wanted  to 
find  out  what  it  was  really  like  to  be 
“out”  in  a  way  that  might  achieve  a 
high  degree  of  visibility.  I  decided  to 
interview  my  friend  Dan  Alkofer. 
Dan  has  been  teaching  in  the  Idaho 
State  University  drama  department 
for  a  decade  or  so.  He  is  also  res¬ 
ponsible  for  one  or  two  plays  a  year, 
sometimes  more.  My  interview  with 
Dan  gave  me  a  clearer  picture  of  life 
within  the  hive. 

„  .  . '  Continued  on  Page  8 

Footnotes 

5.  Newsweek,  Dec.  3,  1979,  p.88. 

6.  Ms.,  March  1980.  Quotation  taken 
from  a  speech  to  the  Utah  Women’s 
Conference. 

7.  Boyd  K.  Packer,  “To  Young  Men 
Only.”  An  address  given  at  the 
Priesthood  Session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  Oct.  2,  1976.  ©  1976  by 
Corporation  of  the  President  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints. 
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MATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

Now  is  the  Time  to  Save 
Classified  Rates  Go  Up 
January  .  1 98 1 
One  Dollar  for  Business  Ads 
|  Fifty  Cents  for  Non-Business  Ads 
We  regret  the  Ravages  of 
INFLATION 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

Looking  for  intelligent  and  sensitive 
girls  25-35  pref  prof  GF.  I  believe  in  uni- 
corns.  GCN  Box  358. _ (23) 

Lesbians.  Find  new  friends  to  share 
interests.  Check  out  Sisters  of  Sappho 
Referral  Service.  Send’  stamped 
envelope  to  Box  151-G,  Hudson,  MA 
01749.  Confidential.  Caring. _ (24) 


To  all  our  great  guys  out  there. 
Happiest  Holidays  and  best  of  luck  in 
1981  from  Carl  of  Carl's  Guest  House, 
Provincetown.  Love  you  all. _ (22) 

I  FEEL  ISOLATED 

Am  I  the  only  gay  person  in  Maine?  I  am 
22  and  want  to  meet  others  my  age. 
Write  to:  Joel  Thompson,  Capri  Apts 
#374,  Western  Ave,  Augusta,  ME  04330. 
I  will  gladly  answer  all  who  write  me. 
Thank  you. _ (23) 
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Hello!  this  GWM,  gdlkg  34,  6',  160,  is 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS 

ALL  OF 

hoping  to  find  a  new  friend,  around  18 
to  22,  to  explore  having  a  close  rela- 

Name 

Ci 

tionship  with.  Greg  (9-9).  267-7422. 

(22) 

Address 

Zii 

ALL  OF  YOU 

ARE  YOU  THAT  PERSON? 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 

The  deadline  for  ad  copy  for  classifieds 
is  Monday,  December  22, 1980  for  issue 
#24,  coming  out  Dec.  27,  1980  (pub¬ 
lication  date,  Jan.  3,  1981).  This  will  be 
the  last  issue  published  until  January 
10,  1981  (carrying  a  publication  date  of 
January  17,  1981).  Please  take  note. 
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MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  party  was  worth  it,  sick  or  not 
Even  if  your  head  was  hot 
I  couldn’t  even  eat  my  food 
The  party  was  that  extra  good. 

Maybe  we’ll  do  better  this  weekend 
in  terms  of  germs,  that  is. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Hope  you  have  very  happy  holidays. 
Thanks  for  calling. _ 

PAT  KURAS 

The  little  box  is  lovely,  and  the  gesture, 
though  certainly  unnecessary  and  total¬ 
ly  unexpected,  is  much  appreciated  and 
will  be  cherished  infinitely.  Wish  you 
and  yours  the  goodness  you  deserve. 
NW. _ _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
Pleas  don’t  feel  left  out  lonely  and  un¬ 
loved.  We  are  busy  and  harried  and 
stupid.  We  love  you,  however. _ 

SHERI  AND  LOIS 

You  did  it  again.  It’s  getting  to  be  a 
habit  that  suits  you  admirably.  Every¬ 
one  should  aspire  to  that  . . .  Have  a 
happy. _ 

TWERLIE  OF  BROOKLYN 
I  love  you  more  today  than  yesterday, 
but  fewer  than  tomorrow.  Your  AEJ.  (23) 
Woom  Happy  Anniversary.  Thanks  for 
the  most  wonderful  year  of  my  life.  It 
makes  me  want  us  forever.  My  love.  (23) 
Irresistible  woman  seeks  same  for  en¬ 
tertainment/friendship  if  not  true  love. 
NYC-based  or  portable.  Silly  &  profound 
replies:  GCN  Box  357, _ (23) 

STEVIEBEAR, 

From  the  Mother  on  the  Charles  to  the 
Midwestern  Ice  Age  and  beyond,  who 
would  have  thought  rocks  and  docs 
would  mix  so  well?  Happy  Anniversary 
five,  and  here’s  to  many  more.  Love, 
Tombear, _ (23) 

GM  fifties,  looks  much  younger.  Look¬ 
ing  for  a  companion  on  a  long-term 
basis.  Looks,  color,  age  unimportant. 
No  heavy  drinkers  or  spunges,  no  dope. 
Must  like  home  life.  Homestead  style 
non-fancy  living  with  many  domestic 
animals.  This  is  rather  secluded  one  to 
one  living,  gardening,  poultry,  bees,  etc 
—  please  write:  A.  Lit.  Franqui,  c/o 
Farming  Uncle,  Box  91,  Liberty,  NY 
12754. _ (23) 

GM  40  traveling  US  &  other  places  Jan 
to  July  would  like  to  hear  from  compan¬ 
ions  friendly  types  or  those  who  can 
supply  ideas.  Box  1056  Sta  Q  Toronto, 
Ont.  Canada  M4T  2P2. _ (23) 

CILLA 

Happy  Birthday  —  Merry  Xmas  — 
Happy  New  Year— Sorry  you  will  not 
visit.  R. 

_ (23) 

Prof  GF  not  into  group  scenes  would 
like  to.  meet  mature,  Independent  prof 
GF  30-40.  No  pressures  please,  just 
companionship.  Write  GCN  Box  356. 
_ (25) 

NATICK/FRAMINGHAM 
GM  34  seeks  GM  for  friendship  and  fun 
times.  623-0817. _ (25) 

BEST  PF  IRB/RUR  LIFESTYLES 
East  Wind  sks  nonracist  nonsexist  gen¬ 
tlefolk  to  join  in  our  polit/soc  aware 
stable  culture  based  on  cooperatn, 
equality,  environml  concern.  For  info 
write  East  Wind  Community,  Box  GCN 
120,  Tecumseh,  MO  65760. _ (26) 

LOOKING  FOR  TENNIS  PARTNER 
Bos-Camb  area.  I’m  low  intermediate, 
but  enthusiastic.  Want  to  join  indoor 
court,  play  regularly.  Andrea  661-0082. 

(?) 


good  friendship  with  elderly.  You  are 
not  in  bars  drugs  or  hung  up  about  age 
—  looks  but  really  wants  a  plain  good 
honest  respectable  relationship.  Have 
home  to  share  if  you  wish  sincere  only 
(313)  843-4868.  No  Col.  Write  GCN  Box 
355.  Photo  helps. _ (25) 

Jesus  was  gay  as  a  young  man  but  not 
during  his  second  coming  when  he  did 
his  most  important  work  under  name  of 
Tom  Paine.  He  did  not  want  to  be 
bothered  by  demands  for  carnival  tricks 
(walk  on  the  water)  or  for  endless 
ceremony.  Join  the  American  Religion. 
John  Coffin,  754  Braxton,  Madison,  Wl 
53715.  Send  SASE. _ (22) 

GWM  prof  40s  5 '9"  145  blue  eyes  body 
solid  with  hair  clean  shaven  sensitive 
affectionate  loving  caring  relates  well. 
Enjoys  nature  bicycling  walking  ocean 
gardening  cooking  music  dancing  pos¬ 
itive  realistic  attitude  NON  smoker- 
drugs.  Seek  similar  intelligent  together 
single  male  to  develop-build 
meaningful  relationship.  Paul  Box  563, 
Lake  George,  NY  12845. _ (23) 

Out  of  town  GWM  grad  student  28 
beard  hairy  wants  serious  affair  with 
one  of  Boston’s  friendliest  hariest  men. 
Need  a  kiss-hungry  cuddle-loving 
friend.  GCN  Box  353. _ (24) 

Warm  sensitive  but  lonely  lady  looking 
for  lady  to  share  love  life  friendship 
laughter.  Am  35,  discreet,  seeking  lady 
betw  35-45.  Discretion  a  must.  If  in- 
terested,  let’s  meet.  GCN  Box  354  (25) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary. 
Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Ciassi-. 

fieds.  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 


SERVICES 


HOLISTIC  FEMINIST  THERAPY 
Two  experienced  feminist  therapists 
offer  a  holistic  approach  to  insight 
oriented  therapy.  We  draw  on  tech¬ 
niques  from  bioenergetics,  gestalt, 
meditation/relaxation,  massage,  kurtz- 
ian  body  centered  psychotheraphy,  spi¬ 
rituality  and  healing  arts.  Individuals 
and  couples.  Sliding  scale.  Carol 
Lemieux(617)  232-4970,  Jan  Hoyt  (617) 
387-9611. _ (24) 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night. _ (25) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
Accredited  social  worker  providing  ind 
and  couple  counseling  with  issues  of 
sexuality,  transitions,  commitments, 
etc.  Also  offer  consultation.  Insurance 
or  modified  fee.  Call  745-6432  for  ap¬ 
pointment _ (26) 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming  for  January 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ i _ : 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


LOST  A  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


First  4  lines  . 


_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


Please  Print  Neatly 


State 


Phone 


Signature 
Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 
Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


MOVERS 


L.  GAY  PSYCHIC 
Quality  Readings  thru  the  Mail, 
Over  the  Phone  or  in  Person. 
Will  travel  for  5  or  more. 

(617)  436-8027  or 
Box  194,  Milton,  MA  02187 


NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Healing  synthesis  of  shiatsu 
(acupressure),  reflexology  (foot 
massage),  and  muscular  work.  Mick 
Hazen  522-9164.  Also  holiday  gift 
certificates. _ (23) 

Sue  Morin,  LF  Therapist  specialising  in 
body  &  mind-work:  issues  of  empower¬ 
ment  for  women  in  our  search  for  clarity 
of  purpose,  sexual  identity,  in 
relationships  &  separations,  &  in 
emotional  distress.  Women  only,  by 
appt.  (603)  228-1744. _ (24) 


WANTED 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
{617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


LOVE  THAT  HOUSE 
Painting,  gardening,  gutters,  cellars, 
window  repair,  general  home  main¬ 
tenance.  We  also  haul  wood.  Courteous 
&  responsible.  Free  estimates. 
354-5567. _ (23) 

ALCOHOL  EDUCATION  GROUPS 
Mass  Bay  Counseling  Associates  is 
offering  5-week  alcohol  education 
groups  as  part  of  the  alcohol  treatment 
program.  Serving  individuals,  couples  & 
groups  with  alcohol  related  issues. 
Contact  Steve  Dudley,  965-131 1 .  (23) 


GAY  MEN’S  GROUP 
Gay  men’s  group  has  openings.  Focus 
will  be  on  general  issues  using  gestalt 
techniques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone, 
MA,  661-4070, 451-1398  days.  (25) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days,  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA,  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

 (25) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


ROOMMATES 


Watertown  —  need  4th  gay  male  for 
homey  9  rm  house  nr  2  T’s  no  smoke  no 
pets  not  a  sex  ad  rent  163  + heat  and 
util  call  923-2480. _ (23) 

LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  hse  on 
Cape  Cod-Barnstable  Harbor.  Thru  June 
2  —  Pvt  beach,  yard,  frpl.  $100/mo+  util. 
Call  (617)  362-8078  or  544-6359  aft. 
Xmas.  (24) 


SEASIDE  LESBIAN  HOUSEHOLD 
Lesbian  household  sks  mat  empl  new 
memb.  Old  Oceanside  8  rm  house  on 
No  Shore  in  Salem  Willows,  rent  $150 
+  util.  No  pets,  call  before  9  am  or  aft  9 
pm.  1-744-3783,  keep  trying.  Avail  imm. 
_ (23) 

3  LF  looking  for  4th.  Must  be  easy  going 
and  have  sense  of  humor.  Preferwoman 
with  steady  job.  We  smoke.  In  Medford 
on  bus  route.  Rent  $100+:  Available 
12/21.391-2033. _ (23) 

GM  seeks  1  GM  25+2  share  6  rm  apt 
w/portTi  spacious  nr  Hvd  Sq.  Quiet 
nsmk  clean  mature  $240  util  inc.  Call 
aft  6  pm  876-4310. _ (23)  KfcjQRTS 

Large  sunny  house  on  Fort  Hill, 
fireplaces,  many  rms,  airy  &  old,  need  a 
considerate,  jovial  lesbian.  We  are  both 
gay,  male  &  female  easy  going  &  con¬ 
tent.  $80/mo  +  sec  &  Vi  utils.  Poss 
work  exchange.  Larry  or  Elsa  after  6  pm 
427-6646. _ (c) 

GWM  39  wishes  to  share  uniquely  beau¬ 
tiful  woodsy  home  and  garden  with  non¬ 
smoking  conscientious  GM.  Located  in 
Royalston,  MA  within  commuting  dis¬ 
tance  of  Keene,  NH;  Brattleboro,  VT; 
and  Amherst,  MA.  $225/mo  includes 
rent  and  utilities  (wood  heat).  No  dogs, 
please.  Write  to  Box  98,  Orange,  MA 
01364,  or  call  (617)  249-7612  before 
9:30pm. _ (25) 

GM  ROOMMATE/ALLSTON 
F  28  seeks  articulate,  easygoing  GM  or 
F  to  share  old  comf  2-3  bdrm  apt  with 
charm  (well,  character),  nr  everything. 

$137.50  plus  util.  (617)  782-5836.  (25) 

AMHERST/NORTHAMPTON 
GM  transferrng  to  UMass  seeks  living 
situation  w/1  or  2  others,  F  or  M.  Up  to 
$200,  heat  incl.,  for  Jan.  Call  (617) 

666-1077  (Paul)  or  write  GCN  Box  350. 

(23) 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  NJ 
L  25  able-b  needs  home  twixt  NBRNS- 
Princeton  w/walking  access  to  trans  to 
NYC-PRN.  I  work  PRN,  love  NYC.  I  am 
petless,  earless.  Have  expr  w/coop. 

Need  to  pay  under  $180/mo.  Pis  call 
Kathy  (609)  896-0087  eve/wknds.  (24?) 

GM  RMMT  WANTED/DORCHESTER 
M  38  seeks  mat/employed  GM  to  share 
3  br  apt  nr  Red  line/bus.  $200/mo,  htd  + 
utils,  Jan  1  occu  (not  a  sex  ad).  Call 
(61 7)  282-9398  after  6  pm,  1  mo  sec.  (23) 

LF  seeks  5  of  same  to  share  huga 
Brookline  home  with  fireplaces.  No 
pets,  pkng  avble  1  min  from  T  $150-175 
incl  heat.  Call  days  495-6516  or  nights 
522-2628.  Amazing  house. _ (23) 

L  29  looking  for  anti-racist  L  to  share  2 
br  apt  in  Dorch  $102/mo  plus  utilites. 

Near  Ashmont  T.  Call  282-6084  after  5 
PM. _ (20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
.  Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


WOMEN,  ITS  MIGRATION  TIME 
Come  roost  at  Ellie’s  Nest,  a  unique 
guest  house  for  women  only.  A/C,  heat, 
TV  in  every  room.  Pool,  sun  deck,  hot 
tub,  continental  breakfast.  1414  New¬ 
ton,  Key  West,  FL  (305)  296-5757. 

(24)  (-2) 

Enjoy  a  palm  frond  weekend  at  the 
Pagoda  Wimmins  Space  on  the  beach. 
207-G  Coastal  Hwy,  St.  Augustine,  FL 
32084.  Ph  (904)  824-2970.  (24)  (20)  (16) 


CAN  YOU  SING? 

Two  no  wave  queers  M  &  F  need  singer 
and/or  musician  for  experimental  dance 
band.  Call  547-0873  anytime  and  don’t 
give  up!! _ (24) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary. 
Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


REAL  ESTATE 


FOR  SALE 


Electric  typewriter  —  Smith-Corona, 
less  than  a  year  old,  in  excellent 
condition.  $150.  (617)  720-0729.  (c) 


P’TOWN  2  FAM  CTR-OF-TOWN 
Owners  1  bdrm  plus  sleeping  loft  Ige 
Ivrm  with  fireplace.  15  x  18  ft  deck. 
Rental  unit  2  bdrms  Ige  Ivrm  with 
fireplace  Ige  kitchen  plus  porch  2 
driveways.  Good  income.  $65,000.00 
Call  242-2837. _ (25) 

Mortgage-free  home  owner  desires  to 
borrow  $3500  for  one  year  on  a 
promisory  note  on  your  terms.  Serious 
inquiries  only,  please  call  267-6319.  (24) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SKIING 

Need  skiers  with  transportation  prefer 
GF  or  mixed  group.  Thanks  a  lot.  You 
can  cal  I  262-2490  ext.  35  aft  3.  (23) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Medford  2  br  apt  mod  kit  dshwshr  dis 
psl  mod  bath  w/w  carpet  nr  Tufts  &  T 
225/mo.  No  utl.  Ref  &  Sec  dep  req.  Pis 
wrt  PO  Box  17,  N  Chelmsford,  MA 
01863.  (26) 
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SOUTri  END 

2  renovated  studios  in  owner-occ  bldg 
tor  rent:  sunny,  Ig,  fireplaces,  details, 
bay  windows,  hgh  ceilings,  $300  & 
$330.  Call  262-7343  nights  or  243-2182 
days. _ (23) 

Brockton  Center  Ig  studio  1  br  &  2  br 
mod  kit  &  bath  w/w  carpt,  htd,  prk,  225, 
250,  275/mo.  Call  Bost.  227-6151 .  (25) 

6  room  apt  in  3  family,  nice  Dorchester 
location,  close  to  T.  Call  Chuck 
282-8392  after  6. _ (24) 


LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

I  am  working  on  an  article  for  GCN 
about  lesbian  mothers  coming  out  to 
their  children.  If  you'd  like  to  share  your 
experiences  in  doing  this  or  discuss 
your  reasons  for  not  coming  out,  please 
write  to  Gia  Berkman,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  If 
you  use  real  names  in  your  description, 
please  indicate  if  they  should  be 
changed  in  the  article. _ 

PRISONERS 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors 

a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  V A  22090. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Feminist  radical  co-op  printshop  seeks 
printer,  apprentice,  and  photo-stripper. 
Contact:  NE  Free  Press,  60  Union  Sq, 
Somervi  I  le,  M A  021 38, 628-2450.  (23) 
Gay  publisher  needs  someone  with 
large  car  or  van  to  take  mail  sacks  to 
Post  Office.  This  will  involve  about  one 
hour  each  Monday  and  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon.  Pay  is  $60/mo.  542-5679.  (24) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary. 
Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

SCN  SPECIALS _ 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at'  GCN.  Thanks.  


FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of<3CN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent,, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

HEY,  BUDDY,  CAN  YOU  SPARE  A  JOB? 
GCN  part-time  staffer  needs  second 
part-time  job.  Experienced 

photographic  technician  with  other 
miscellaneous  skills.  Prefer  gay 
environment.  Contact  David,  GCN 
426-4469.  _ (c) 


PRISONER  SUPPORT  GROUP 
If  you  are  gay  or  straight  and  you’ve  a 
lover,  loved  one,  family  member  who  is 
gay  and  is  presently  incarcerated  in  a 
Prison  here  in  Mass,  or  elsewhere,  and 
you  would  like  to  talk  about  it,  and 
receive  support  from  others  who  are 
experiencing  the  same  pain,  anger,  and 
frustration  that  we  feel  when  having  to 
deal  with  the  Prison  System,  then  drop 
us  a  line  telling  us  about  your  present 
situation.  Group  will  form  when  we 
have  at  least  ten  people  who  are  inter¬ 
ested.  Write:  Prison  Support  Group, 
G.C.N.,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

ORGANIZATIONS _ 

A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  in  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you. _ (20) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. _ - 


United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 
Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 
Wrife  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02215. 

(50) 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  c 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  ,  131  Cambridge 

St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church). 

Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  .a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 

Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Write  to  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa- 
lion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you'd  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408. 

(F) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
(When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20) 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alli¬ 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691  -0388. _ 

JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)  262-3057. _  (26) 


New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  M A  02135.  367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box  174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301 .  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. _ (12) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  last  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Softball  at 
Magazine  Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every 
Sun.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c)) 


PUDLICATIOKS 


SCIENCE  FICTION  FANS 
Women  &  Men  #7  now  available,  with 
reviews  and  discussions  of  special 
interest  to  dykes  and  faggots.  Only  US 
or  Can  $1  from  Denys  Howard,  1013  N 
36th,  Seattle,  Washington  98103.  (23) 


Author  wishes  to  sell  his  stories  to  the 
public.  Please  write  CROW  INK,  40 
Union  Park,  Boston,  MA  021 18.  (47) 


Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15c  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,(516)427-1289.  (12) 


Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  1 5c  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336  Vi  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 
_ (1/mo) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA  02123. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together.  _ _ _ 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 


Prisoners 


I  was  shipped  out  of  London  prison  for 
a  sex  act  and  now  I’m  afraid  I  won’t  get 
my  long-awaited  replies  to  my  ad.  I’m: 
gay  and  looking  for  some  penpals  to 
.help  me  overcome  my  loneliness, 
which  seems  to  be  dragging  me  down 
even  further  than  prison  itself.  Please 
write.  Gary  L.  MOORE,  150-912,  Box 
511,  Columbus,  OH  43216. _ (20) 

I’m  a  gay  prisoner  seeking  some  friend¬ 
ship  on  thg^rutside.  Write  soon  and  so' 
will  I.  Your  letter  will  be  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated!  Thanks.  Tom  ISABELLA,’ 
148-833,  Box  57,  Marion,  OH  43302.  (20) 
I’m  lonely  and  slim  and  very  feminine 
and  love  mature  guys  of  all  colors. 
“Jewel”  Hlhesha  LARSEN,  149356,  777 
W.  Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Ml  48846.  (20) 

Young  gay  man  incarcerated  at  Patton 
State  Hospital.  I  don’t  know  anybody 
out  here  in  CA  and  would  enjoy  hearing 
from  people  on  the  outside,  especially 
young  people  my  age.  David  CARR, 
3102  E.  Highland  Ave.,  N-23,  Patton,  CA 
92369. _ (20) 

Young  male  needing  sincere  friendship. 
Please  be  honest  and  I’ll  do  the  same.  I 
get  GCN  and  I  know  there  must  be 
some  of  you  out  there.  Thanks.  Perry 
GREGORY,  96933-2,  Box  97,  McAlester, 
OK  74501. _ (20) 

Anyone  interested  in  friendship  with 
lonely  gay  prisoner,  please  write.  Your 
reaching  out/in  will  give  much  relief  to 
my  stay  here.  Dennis  GILBERT, 
158-116,  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  (20) 

Part  Irish  and  part  Cherokee  Indian,  I 
write  songs  and  play  the  guitar.  Let’s 
start  something.  Juniper  HARDY, 
145811,  Box  511,  Columbus,  OH  43216. 

_ (20) 


I’d  like  to  get  in  touch  with  someone 
who  is  natural,  in  good  spirits,  honest 
and  into  outdoor  life.  Tony  A.  MORSE, 
97380,  Box  548,  Lexington,  KY  73051. 

 (20) 


I’m  currently  in  protective  custody  be¬ 
cause  I’m  gay  and  would  like  very  much 
to  correspond  with  your  readers  for  mu¬ 
tual  exchange  of  friendship  and 
warmth.  Albert  CITRO,  Box  149,  No. 
-77A4091, 19-16,  Attica,  NY  14011,  (20) 

I’ve  been  moved  recently  to  Lompoc. 
Didn’t  get  any  response  to  my  other  ad, 
but  that’s  not  why  I  moved.  I’d  still  love 
to  hear  from  you  people  out  there! 
Peaches  COOPER,  40659-115,  Box  W, 
Lompoc,  CA  93438. _ (20) 

Hi!  I  love  sports  very  much  (gay  sports 
too!)  but  most  of  all  I  want  a  good  re¬ 
lationship  (friends!).  Please  write 
Timothy  Joe  FORTUNE,  Box  R,  No 
103045057,  Buena  Vista, CQ81211.  (20) 


Lonely  gay  prisoner  in  Florida  without 
loved  ones  nearby.  I’m  mellow  and  easy 
going  and  enjoy  people  very  much.  I’ll 
write  you  if  you 'write  me!  Bruce 
HOLLAND,  A-030121,  Box  1100,  No. 
1259,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ (20) 

Is  there  someone  out  there  In  the  “free” 
world  that  can  help  do  something  about 
the  way  we  (homosexuals)  are  being 
treated?  Would  like  to  hear  from 
someone  to  share  my  thoughts,  frustra¬ 
tions  and  humanity  with.  Lewis  TIB- 
BITTS,  Box  747,  No.  023-235,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  (20) 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being 
formed  to  support  GCN  in  its  long¬ 
standing  effort  to  get  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  paper  in  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other 
week  there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list 
on  the  Classifieds  page.)  Volun¬ 
teer  help  is  always  appreciated  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  project 
(including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching 
and  informing  prisoners  of  their 
mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution,  it  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 
************** 

Open  and  honest,  green  eyes  and  light 
hair,  please  write  Robert  BENNETT, 
42679,  Camp  28,  Parchman,  MS  38738. 

(20) 


I  have  no  meaningful  communication 
with  anyone  on  the  outside  and  was 
very  excited  to  see  your  paper  when  a 
lesbian  friend  showed  it  to  me.  I’m  not 
gay  but  I  have  a  lot  of  gay  friends. 
Would  anyone  care  to  correspond  with 
me?  Sylvester  EVANS,  Box  D,  No. 
1 04222,  Reidsvi  I  le,  GA  30499.  (20) 

I’m  black  and  gay  and  a  prisoner,  into 
sports  and  gung  Fu.  Looking  for 
someone  to  share  an  honest  relation¬ 
ship  with.  Orlando  BRINSON,  Box  747, 
B-065154,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (20) 

I’m  part  gay  and  would  like  to  get  a  few 
pen  friends.  I’m  20  and  part  Indian  and 
will  answer  all  letters.  James  POPE, 
Box  97,  No.  91326,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. _ (20) 

Seeking  friends  and  that  someone 
special.  Will  relocate  upon  release. 
Want  to  start  anew!  Terry  OTKEN,  Box 
87,  A-61401,  Menard,  I L  62259.  (20) 

*  *  *  *  *  ******  *  *  * 
GAYCON  Press  Newsletter  news  and 
other  useful  Info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  US  Mission  Outreach  for 
$6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners!).  Write 
to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press  News¬ 
letter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San  Fran- 
clsco,  CA  94103. _ 

************** 


Love  outdoors  nude  sunbathing  but 
don’t  get  any  here.  Would  like  to  share 
my  sun-starved  self  with  sincere  gays 
and  bi’s.  Please  write  William  H. 
HOWARD,  071592,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _  (19) 


Gay  and  proud  but  temporarily  shut  up 
here,  dreaming  of  the  outdoors  and 
walks  on  the  beach.  Will  exchange 
photo  with  the  first  letter.  Jack  J. 
NEARY  Jr.,  059129,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091.  _ (19) 

Gay  brothers  and  sisters,  are  you  still 
out  there?  This  Is  my  second  GCN  ad. 
I’d  sure  like  to  hear  from  someone. 
Please  write  James  R.  CODY,  257061 
Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362.  (19) 


I  was  fortunate  to  get  a  copy  of  GCN 
from  a  friend  and  would  like  very  much 
to  correspond  with  one  of  its  readers. 
Sincere  gay  person  sought  as  friend. 
Marvin  A.  WILLIAMS,  298612  Ellis  Unit 
J-24,  Huntsville  TX  77340. _ (19) 

It’s  lonely  when  there  are  no  letters  to 
look  forward  to,  ever.  Does  anyone  out 
there  have  a  few  minutes  now  and  then 
to  write.  It’d  make  a  big  difference. 
Ronald  DURCHAR,  95712  Box  97, 
McAlester  OK  74501. _ (19) 


I  heard  about  your  prisoner  project  and 
would  like  to  ask  for  a  subscription  to 
GCN  and  also  to  be  put  in  your  penpal 
column  as  I  am  very  lonely  and  without 
any  mail.  Thanks.  Lowell  HOOKS, 
85267-1,  Box  97,  McAlester,  OK  74501. 
_ _ (18) 

I  wish  to  write  to  a  feminine  gay  male 
who  cares  and  understands  and  who 
won’t  take  my  feelings  as  a  joke. 
Dennis  J.  ROOT,  80898,  Camp  J,  Shark 
2LCeil  5,  Angola,  LA  70712. _ (18) 


I  love  people  whether  they  be  black  or 
white,  and  I  love  to  get  it  on  (if  you  get 
my  meaning).  And  here’s  something 
else  you  should  know  about  me.  I’m  in 
prison,  but  if  you  can  care  a  little  i( 
shouldn’t  make  any  difference.  Roberti 
Lee  BRIDGES,  139-964,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasvllle,  OH  45699. _ (18) 


************** 

PRISONER  SUPPORT  GROUP 
If  you  are  gay  or  straight  and  you’ve  a 
lover,  loved  one,  family  member  who  is 
gay  and  is  presently  incarcerated  in  a 
Prison  here  in  Mass,  or  elsewhere,  and 
.  you  would  like  to  talk  about  it,  and 
receive  support  from  others  who  are 
experiencing  the  same  pain,  anger,  and 
frustration  that  we  feel  when  having  to 
deal  with  the  Prison  System,  then  drop 
|  us  a  line  telling  us  about  your  present 
’  situation.  Group  will  form  when  we 
have  at  least  ten  people  who  are  inter¬ 
ested.  Write:  Prison  Support  Group, 
G.C.N.,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

*********** *  *  *  * 

The  last  time  I  ran  an  ad  in  this  column 
all  I  got  was  a  pamphlet  from  some 
church  saying  I  was  going  to  hell  for 
being  gay!  I  encourage  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  to  be  more  concerned  about  gay 
people  behind  bars  where  it  gets 
awfully  lonely!  Charles  WHITTINGTON, 
83803,  LSP  CBC,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (18) 


Thank  you  GCN  for  your  aid  In  helping 
prisoners  find  friends  through  corres¬ 
ponding!  So  many  gay  prisoners  can’t 
find  true  understanding  from  other 
inmates.  If  any  gay  man  or  lesbian, 
would  like  to  cheer  me  up  on  a  gloomy 
day,  I  would  appreciate  it.  David 
WARREN,  118720,  Rt.  2  BCC,  Bland,  VA 
24315. _  (18) 


Gay  songwriter  behind  bars!  Needs 
sincere  letter  to  help  ease  the  tension 
from  cruelties  inside  the  joint.  Walter 
WILLIAMS,  #96551,  Box  97,  McAlester, 
OK  74501.  (18) 


**************' 

Gay  inmates  and  young  prisoners 
threatened  with  sexual  exploitation,  in 
institutions  throughout  the  country, 
benefit  from  the  work  of  the  Prome¬ 
theus  Foundation.  You  can  help  by 
joining  the  Penpal  group  or  any  of 
several  other  vital  programs.  For 
information  and  a  copy  of  FIRE!,  the 
Foundation's  newsletter,  write  to:  The 
Prometheus  Foundation,  495  Ellis  St. 
#2352,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. _ 

************** 


alendar 


weekly  events 


Sundays 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-1 2pm). 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm, 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  tor  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women’s  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont'  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Gracie  Square  Flosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition 
of  Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  Ninth  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm. 
Anyone  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome 
regardless  of  race. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women’s 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340.  (Volunteers  needed 
to  help  staff  the  Center,  answer  phones, 
giving  referral  info,  etc.  Info:  623-9340). 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  magazine  is 
opening  its  collective  to  new  members.  Inter¬ 
ested  women  should  come  to  Wed.  eve  meet¬ 
ings,  6:30pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  or  call  Amy  at  628-7275  (h)  or 
495-2560  (w). 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Oakdale,  Indiana,”  a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAI,  99.5FM,  at  6:10 
pm  and  at  midnight. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI,  99.5FM,  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  “S/M" 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6-10pm). 

New  York,  NY—  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
NY  Marxist.  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  reg¬ 
ular  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Hous¬ 
ton).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University’s  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 


Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
Joe  443-4775.  All  are  invited. 


tuesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Middlebury,  VT  —  Gay  Men's  Self-affirmation 
Group.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  388-6819  eves  or 
388-6752  days. 


fridoys 


Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  — •  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 


Boston,  MA  —  Black  Men/Whlte  Men  To¬ 
gether  Monthly  meetings  alternate  between 
2nd  Tuesday  and  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  536-1160. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 


thursdays 


New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Blind  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Services  Center. 
110  E.  23rd  St.  Suite  502,  4-6pm.  Info:  Michael 
at  362-8729. 


New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sun.  of  the  month.  2pm. 
755-1426. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activ¬ 
ities. 


mondays 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA):  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  les¬ 
bians.  128 A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 
(6pm-midnight). 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  428- 
4469 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm 
Llndemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov't  Ctr.),  Staniford  St 
entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  236-1914. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  swimming.  7-10pm. 
Llndemann  Center  (near  Gov't  Center).  Info: 
Joe  227-5363. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  Over 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month.) 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 
New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.9FM).  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 


Saturdays 


Amherst,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group. 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 


Wednesdays 


Hartford,  CT  —  ’’Gay  Spirit”,  news,  com¬ 
mentary,  interviews  and  music,  on  WWUH, 
91.3FM.  8:30-9pm. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
T remont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and  activi 
ties  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  14-22.  Organ¬ 
ized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  (BAGLY).  128 A  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  St.),  4th  floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472 
(Wed.  &  Thurs.  eves)  or  Hotline  426-9371 
(6-midnight). 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meet: 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 


coming  events 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  life  drawing  OA  f# j 
group.  Central  Square.  Info:  876-5657.  1 1 1 


dec  20  sat 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Academic  Union/New 
England  presents  Russell  Viaw,  Boston 
psychotherapist,  speaking  on  “Gestalt 
Therapy:  a  gay  perspective.”  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard,  3-5pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  COME  EARLY  (ANYTIME 
AFTER  1PM)  TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE 
PAPER.  THIS  IS  THE  WEEK  YOU’VE  BEEN 
WAITING  FOR.  WE  REALLY  WILL  NEED 
HELP.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST. 
STOP  ON  THE  RED  AND  GREEN  LINES).  P.S. 
Next  week  there’ll  be  no  paper. 


34  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  gay 
folkdancing.  Philips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  4-6pm,  followed  by  potluck  dinner. 
Beginners  more  than  welcome.  Info:  Beth 
666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 


22  mon 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Christmas 
party  and  potluck.  Info:  Bob  367-2485  (h). 


27  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ice  skating. 
Info:  Ted  247-1206  or  Dee  661-7223. 


24  sun 


23  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM,  11am)  Katherine  Triantafillou  talks 
with  Debbie  Ross  about  pagan  holidays, 
rituals  and  witchcraft. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  EARLY  PROOFREADING 
AND  LAYOUT  AT  GCN  THIS  WEEK.  COME 
ANYTIME  TODAY,  THE  EARLIER  THE 
BETTER.  COME  TO  GCN  OFFICES,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop). 


26  sun 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Poetry 
Reading,  sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee.  8-10pm.  At  "Tennis  Up,"  100 
Mass  Ave.  (at  Newbury  St.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Clover  Chango,  radical  activist 
and  artist,  will  be  performing  "10  minutes  of 
revolt/dedicated  to  all  gaymen  who  have  been 
silenced,”  as  part  of  the  First  Night  Poetry 
Event.  Boston  Architectural  Center,  Newburyi 
and  Gloucester  Sts.  8:15pm. 

Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman’s  Place.  Lesbianism 
workshop  conducted  by  Glnny  Vida,  author  ol 
Our  Right  To  Love.  Make  reservations  earlyl 
(518)  623-9970. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ice  skating. 
Info:  Ted  247-1206  or  Dee  661-7223 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM,  11am)  Katherine  Triantafillou  and 
black,  lesbian  feminist  Beverly  Smith  will  talk 
about  holidays  In  the  black  community, 
racism  and  Quansa. 


46-< 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Theater  Loft 
needs  people  interested  in  cleaning,  painting 
and  building.  Sundays  from  11am-4pm.  22 
Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  Sta.)  Info:  497-0117 
or  876-8819. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  own 
talents  and  instruments  and  sign  up  at  the 
door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm,  no  one  admitted  after 
8.  $2  donation.  Men  and  women  welcome. 


24  wed 


New  York,  NY  —  Special  Christmas  Eve 
service.  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  7th 
Ave  and  13th  St.  8pm.  242-1212. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian/Gay  Theater  Loft 
needs  people  Interested  In  cleaning,  painting 
and  building.  Sundays  11am-4pm.  22  Ran¬ 
dolph  St.  (near  Dover  stop).  Info:  497-0117  or 
876-8819. 


■48  ion 

New  York,  Nr  —  "Becoming  Visible:  Survival 
for  Black  Lesbians.”  A  weekend  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Committee  for  the  Vislbi 
of  the  Other  Black  Woman.  IS  136, 
Edgecomb  Ave.  and  135th  St.  (Manhatti 
Info;  L.  Pinson  982-6280,  J.  Gray  860-4936 
Johnson  565-8365. 


25  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Christmas 
get  together.  Info:  Bruce  (603)  654-9268  (days) 
or  (617)  742-7825  (from  3-1 1pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  Christmas  Day  Open  House. 
Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Info:  727-9398. 


New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  raising  on 
racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT/NY)  on  the  2nd,  3rd  and  4th 
Sundays  of  each  month.  6pm.  Info:  873-5572 
or  799-9432. 


46  jan 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fat  Liberation:  a  six  we 


workshop  starting  Jan.  18  exploring  facts  i 
M . etingandne 


New  York,  NY  —  East  Village  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors.  General  meeting.  25  St.  Marks  at 
8pm. 


i  culturi 


myths  about  body  size,  dieting  andliealth 
the  oppression  of  fat  women  by  this 
This  is  not  a  weight-loss  group.  Chlldci 
provided.  Register  as  early  as  possible  ' 
776-7957  or  547-2874. 


Inf< 


